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Indigenous Ministries In Iraq - For the 
past three weeks, I’ve had the privilege of being in the 
Middle East meeting with Iraqi and Syrian refugees in Iraq, 
Jordan and Turkey. Chase Ward traveled with me as we 
met with hundreds of Christians and (Shia) Muslims and 
listened to their heartbreaking stories. We were greeted 
with gracious hospitality, smiles and invitations for tea and 
meals. It was our privilege to be with and pray for them.  !!
Along with our national Iraqi teams, we helped bring 
refugees food, water, diapers, clothing, cooking stoves, gas 
cylinders, coolers, etc. On one day Chase and I took over 4,500 
diapers into refugee camps. !!
The purpose of our trip into northern Iraq was to meet with 
refugees, national pastors and  church leaders to assess how our 
Indigenous Ministries’ Iraqi Relief Funds are being dispersed, and ask how 
we can be even more effective to meet the long term need 1.4 million 
displaced Iraqis in the region represent. I’m so proud of these brave pastors 
and church members who give of themselves daily to help many thousands 
of displaced Christians and Muslims. !!
100% of the funds given to Indigenous Ministries’ Iraqi Relief Fund are 
being used directly for relief efforts through Iraqi nationals to help Iraqi 
refugees. We are not sending your funds to another organization, and we 
as a ministry are not keeping any administration fees here in the US. !!
I’m very, very grateful to you for giving sacrificially to help the helpless. Together we have reached 
over 6,000 refugees so far, in nine refugee camps in northern Iraq, as well as in Jordan and Turkey. This 
is a great joy, to be sure, but sadly, this crisis won’t be over in the near future. We sat with teachers, 
scientists, students, homemakers, farmers, children, bankers, store clerks…all stripped of their former 
lives, now staring into an unknown future. About 1.4 million Iraqis have been uprooted by ISIS militants, 
and they are wondering what will happen to them.  Who will care for them?!!
One of the most difficult things when we go through a crisis like we saw firsthand in north Iraq is trying to 
come to an understanding of why these things happen. Often times the Bible never gives us an 
understanding of why. It is not the Lord being cruel, it’s more along the lines of asking us to walk with 
Him by faith, and trust Him that even in the blackest days He knows best.!!
It’s very difficult to grasp the Iraqi Christians’ situation; to fully understand what they have been 
dealing with for a long time. Living under President Saddam, and then during the time of the war dealing 
with the hatred of Muslims against Christians, and financial challenges they have faced, many have 
chosen to take the chance to leave the country, and immigrate to someplace else. Still, many have been 
left behind. At the beginning of the Gulf War, there were over 4.5 million Christians in Iraq; most of them 
“cultural Christians.” Three quarters of those Christians have left Iraq, and now we are dealing with an 
extremely diminished population. It's heartbreaking to see what has happened with ISIS, is something 
that is most difficult to understand. Why would the Lord allow these kinds of things to so devastate these 
precious people? During the mass exodus of the Christians from Mosul, there are so many unbelievable 
stories coming to light. (Warning, graphic details to follow on page 4)!
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Response to help Iraqi Christian Refugees!
Here’s how you can engage: !

____ Yes, I’d like to donate $_______ to the Iraqi Relief Fund!
____ I’m interested in being a volunteer at Indigenous Ministries’ Colorado Springs office!

 ____ I’m interested in going on a relief trip to the Middle East!!
Name _________________________________________ Email ______________________________________!!
Address _____________________________ City ___________ State _____ Zip ________ Ph # ____________

Above, John and Chase in Erbil with 
Iraqi refugee children - they have no 
schools to attend.  Below, a family adjust 
to their new tent home life in one of the 
hundreds of refugee camps in Erbil. 

Iraqi Relief!



!
With recent events in the Middle East bringing uncertainty politically, especially in Israel, 
we’ve made the decision to postpone this November’s tour until Spring of 2015.  Dates 
will be in next month’s Liaison and online. This gives you more time to plan and save for 
a wonderful trip to the Holy Land. We hope you’ll join us! - John and Dee Cook

Israel: You Have Until Next Spring to Prepare
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!
Central India: We have lots of GBC updates, so here we go: With walls up, window 
openings made and a baptismal tank taking shape, the GBC Memorial Chapel building 
project is really coming along! How exciting to see this very special first building go up 
on Grace Bible College’s two acre campus. Here’s an update on the fund:!
! GBC Building Fund Update; over 70% raised!!
! Goal        $85,000!
! Current      61,686 (amount that has come in as of print date)!
! Needed   $23,314     Yes, the amount needed is more than last month because of a $1k typo by this editor last month. Sorry!!!
MATCHING GIFT HAS BEEN DONATED:  We’re very excited that the next $8,500 that comes in to the 
GBC Memorial Chapel fund will be matched dollar for dollar up to $8,500 by an anonymous donor. In other 
words, when you give $100, it will be matched another $100 to total $200! This is a huge help as we are 
completing this project. We are so appreciative to each and every one who has prayed for and invested in this 
worthwhile project, and into the lives of the 45 young people training for ministry at Grace Bible College.  !!

BUNK BEDS FUND GOAL REACHED!  A very special thank you to our generous 
partners who quickly sent in the funds for seven sets of bunk beds.  Because of your prayers 
and gifts, we will be able to provide a place for 14 students to rest comfortably off the floor.  !!
Classroom needs - GBC needs five classroom tables @ $20/each, one whiteboard @ 
$42 and 10 chairs @$10 each. These are great youth group or Sunday School projects. 

Please mark your gifts.!
 !
STUDENTS NEED SPONSORSHIPS:  For $100/month, you can provide a young Indian national room, 
board, medical care, books and a quality Bible College education at GBC for a lifetime of ministry to the hearts 
and lives of Indians for the Kingdom. Contact Sarah Rieger for details at SRieger@IndigenousMinistries.org. 

Left, GBC student body and 
faculty this year, below GBC 
s t u d e n t s w o r s h i p p i n g , 
center, view towards the front 
of the chapel, below, the 
baptismal taking shape; top 
right, a worker looks out on 
the day’s progress as the sun 
sets.  

Grace Bible College Chapel Update 
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The Dr. & Mrs. J.W. Cook, Sr. Children’s Home, India

URGENT NEED FOR 10 STUDENTS TO BE SPONSORED!
We’ve had two children sponsored this month: Noel and Priya. Thank you so 
much for getting involved and helping them!  We need 10 more sponsored.  On a 
personal note, my former youth group at Byron Center Bible Church in Michigan 
has decided to collect their change each week and sponsor Priya. We’re calling it 

“Changing Lives With Change” for youth groups to take up the 
challenge that they CAN make a difference in a child’s life for 
Christ by bringing in quarters, dimes and nickels each month to 
help sponsor them! I want to spread the word to other youth 
groups to join me.  !
 
Want to see your church youth group get involved? We 
provide posters (I’m holding one in the pic, right), bookmarks and 
tee shirts for your young people to encourage this next generation 
to have a heart for missions.  Send me an email and I’ll take care of the details!!!
WILL YOU PARTNER WITH US TO HELP THESE CHILDREN? Thank you - Sarah, Executive Assistant 
for Student and Child Sponsorships.  My email is srieger@IndigenousMinistries.org. 

Children’s Home 2014-2015                     
Rev. Himmat and Mercy Mohod, Directors

Above, an Iraqi pastor in a refugee 
camp praying with an elderly 
woman.

Above, Kamo and his wife, Basemah have been 
waiting in Erbil over two years to immigrate out of Iraq. 
She’s made their tent a home even in the 118˚ heat.  
Below, a young Iraqi pastor Milad and his family spend 
most of their days helping refugees and sharing the 
Gospel with them. 
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Because You are Giving, Christian Iraqis are Receiving Aid

Left, Iraqis lining up to get passports. Those who receive appointments 
are told there is a two-three month wait.  UN workers are a majority of 
Muslims, ensuring Christians are treated as second class citizens. 
Above, tents erected in a city park. Center, gas cylinders IM purchased 
for families to cook their food with.  Nahla, a pastor’s wife, giving food 
packets to a mother and daughter. 
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Indigenous Ministries Board !
Richard Carroll!
IBM Management, Retired!!
Wayne Schieldt!
Water Systems,Inc.!!
Dr. Tim Jacobs!
Senior Pastor, Compass Church!!
Peter Church!
Retired, Food Service Executive!!

Finance !
Dee Winchester, Jeff Sharda!
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation!!
Penny Latham!
Executive Assistant to the CEO, Office 
Manager!!

Staff !
Dr. John Cook!
CEO!!
Dee Cook!
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 
International; Editor, The Liaison!!
Dr. Dan Iles!
Director of Educational Development!!
Resty & Mel Enguerra!
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators!!
Chase Ward!
Ministry Logistics!!
Sarah Rieger!
Executive Assistant for Child and Student 
Sponsorships!

!
15455 Gleneagle Drive, Suite 130!

Colorado Springs, CO 80921!!
www.IndigenousMinistries.org!

719.302.3028!!
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 

are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 
regulations.  You may donate online at our 

website or mail a check to the address above.!
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Helping Iraqi Refugees
(Cont’d from page one)  One father trying to get his family out of Mosul by car, 
had an AK47 to protect them. ISIS gunmen surprised them by coming down the 
street as they were fleeing, and surrounded the car. Knowing that his three 
daughters and his wife would be taken as slaves the rest of their lives he 
opened fire on his own car, to ensure they would not live like this…!!
Another family of four was fleeing as ISIS was coming after them. The mother 
was overweight and tried to run. Her husband had a pistol on his belt as they 
were running and she kept saying, “Leave me!!! save the children…” He said, 
“No! we will live or die together…” She said, “I cannot run!!! save them!!!” He 
struggled to assist her. He tried so hard, but it was a hopeless situation. Her 
last words were a plea to her husband, “Save our family…” She grabbed her 
husband’s pistol and used it on herself.!!
My heart breaks every time I hear these stories…you and I cannot change the 
situation, but you are Christ to them in praying for and helping them…I have 
had to pause numbers of times to shed my tears and give them to the Lord. 
Thank you for allowing us to be your hands and heart to help them.!!
God has used this horrific time to bring 
Shia Muslims to their knees as the Suni 
Muslims use the ISIS platform to their full 
advantage. Many Shia Muslims are 
disassociating themselves with Islam in 
response to the ISIS agenda, and some 
asked our teams, “Why do you help us?? 
We hate you Christians! This makes no 
sense.”  As the love of Christ is shared, 
many have, in tears, asked for God’s 
forgiveness and asked for the new life 
and hope found in Jesus Christ. !!

On the other side, it has brought tears to many 
refugees’ eyes as I shared with them how we as 
Believers are standing with them, and are so 
concerned for them. Many of you have given 
sacrificially, and what you have done is this: you've 
literally put clothes on children who had none, gave 
them food when they have had none, gave parents 
some small toy to share with their children, when all 
has been taken from them.!!
Future steps:  We are going to continue to help these 
refugees as long as the funding comes in. Winter is 
coming, and along with it rain and later snow. Plans 
are in the pipeline for putting together a 40’ container 
of gently used clothing  we can ship to Iraq. We will 
need volunteers to help coordinate this effort with 
receiving, sorting and packing the clothing. If you are 
interested in helping, check the box on page one, or 
email us info@IndigenousMinistries.org. - Dr. John Cook, CEO!!

“…then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give You something to drink?’  The King will answer and say to 
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, 
even the least of them, you did it to Me.’     Matthew 25:37-40 
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