
       

January 2015 Persecution Pressures Increase in Central India

2014 Tax Donation Statement
If you have given over $75 to Indigenous Ministries last year, your tax 
donation statement will be mailed to you by the end of January.  If you 

have any questions, please call our office at 719-302-3028.  Thank you. 

On Christmas day an angry mob stormed into our 
church in Chandur Railway demanding they close the 
church and the pastor leave the community. The Hindu 
group responsible, the “Bajrang Dal,” is secretly 
supported by the BJP government of India and has 
been pressuring Christian work throughout eastern 
Maharashtra and across the country.

The pastor responded that if he had to shut his church 
down then they had to close their Hindu temples. They 
replied, “no, we do not force people to convert to our 
religion.” Immediately a man stood up and said, “I am 
from the Hindu community, and have attended this 
church for years and have never seen a person forced 
in his faith to become a Christian!”  This settled the 
crowd, as they had no more charges they could bring. 
The radicals left and the Christmas service proceeded. 

It is typical misunderstanding among the Hindu 
government officials that all Christians are forcing people to convert to Christianity, and it is 
being used once again to stir up controversy nation-wide. 

Earlier this month, a Christian school in Orissa was forced to close down and officials sent 
several thousand students home. The Hindu group’s demands included removal of Christian 
religious statuary, and replacement of the statue of Christ with an image of the Hindu 
goddess of wisdom, Saraswati, in the center of the School yard. School officials refused. 

Nearby Children’s Home Threatened:  One of our sister ministries runs a children’s home  
with 400 children 30 miles from our own Children’s Home campus. The director’s daughter 
and her friend have been living on campus, serving the Lord there for over four years.  As 
result of this group targeting Christian ministries, the children’s home and the two young 
women have been threatened, resulting in their evacuation to the US this month. 

Prayer Needed:  Next month we will be taking a team with us to India for the dedication of 
Grace Bible College’s Memorial Chapel, teaching at GBC, GBC graduation, and a women’s 
conference. We will be there for two weeks and have been told to expect some opposition, 
as this group is very active in resisting what they consider a “foreign religion.” **

Even when we are doing this on private property, within legal rights, they feel it is their 
responsibility to cause problems, and try to thwart the efforts of the Gospel. This is in 
response to the massive exodus from Hinduism to Christianity by personal choice. Please 
pray as we step once again into an area of persecution to serve the Lord, and come 
alongside those who are dealing with this pressure on a daily basis.

**Christianity was in India before the United States was a country, or even thought of. There 
were Christians in India before the first Christians in Europe were called from paganism.  

Tibetan Monks
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  Israel Tour May 11 - 22, 2015

Join John and Dee Cook for a tour of Israel May 11-22, 2015. This is a wonderful opportunity to see the Holy 
Land.  We are also offering a special three day optional tour into Jordan at the end of the time in Israel that 
will include Petra, Mount Nebo, and Jesus’ Baptism sight.  
For complete itinerary go to www.http://indigenousministries.org/#/adventure-with-us/israel-tour. Please 
contact our office as soon as possible to reserve your place!  Cost is $3800 per person double occupancy.  

Two of the many 
sites we will visit:  

Right, Temple Mount 
and wailing wall, 
Jerusalem

Left, historic 
Masada, built by the 
Hasmoneans, 
fortified by Herod the 
Great, and site 
where 960 Jewish 
zealots took refuge 
from the Romans.

For the past several months in The Liaison we have shared with you the “Global Church 
Planting Initiative.” So what is this initiative? It is the very DNA of Indigenous Ministries 
which deals with nationals planting churches within the context of their understanding, 
training, and expertise for the purpose of reaching people for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Benefits:  1) The cost of a national church planter’s salary is about 1/10th  the cost of an 
American missionary’s salary.  2) A national will remain in country for decades, where the 
average missionary today makes a three-year commitment and after that moves on. 3) Within two weeks of launching, 
nationals see people trust Jesus Christ!  4) A national knows the language, culture, and people he is reaching.                 
5) A national retires in his community and continues to bless there with wisdom and experience. 

It is our vision to reach out in the most difficult of areas, and those are found generally in the 10/40 window. We are 
asking the Lord for the ability to support 200 national pastors from the Middle East all the way to Indonesia for a massive 
church planting campaign through our ministry. This is a limited-time support until they are able to stand on their own. 

Already underway:  We are excited about what God is doing, and we have the indigenous personnel to take this vision 
forward. What I’m asking of you is that you be in prayer with us as we have taken first steps years ago in reaching people 
for the Lord Jesus Christ through the nationals with many churches planted in India, Egypt, Iraq, and Jordan. 

Join with us as we embark on something that is absolutely thrilling, and will continue to bring great dividends of harvest 
in the days and decades ahead. May God bless you as you stand with us in prayers and financial support to reach a 
world for Jesus Christ. I’ve never seen such difficulties that our planet is facing than what we are dealing with right now. 
Let’s bring the light of Jesus Christ to the hearts and lives of people as the days of opportunity are upon us.

Areas open to church planting through Indigenous Ministries’ Global Church Planting Initiative:
India  *  Egypt  *  Turkey  * Jordan  *  Myanmar  *  Iraq

                    Global Church Planting Initiative An IM church plant in India

http://indigenousministries.org/#/adventure-with-us/israel-tour
http://indigenousministries.org/#/adventure-with-us/israel-tour


Iraqi Relief Fund Update 

Phase Three is Helping Refugees Settle, Churches Minister
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Amman, Jordan - After navigating customs, our team in Jordan was thrilled to 
begin distribution of the blankets we had ordered and shipped from India to the 
Iraqi refugees there. These heavy, thick blankets are very welcomed now as the 
weather throughout that region has turned very cold. They have also distributed 
food, heaters and mattresses purchased with funds from the Iraqi Relief Fund 
many of you have so generously given to.  Thank you!  

Iraq - In northern Iraq our relief efforts continue to many thousands of displaced 
Iraqis. After Christmas, our overly exhausted relief teams took turns taking a 
much needed short break. We have continued to send in funds for food, 
mattresses, heaters and miscellaneous supplies. In Baghdad we were able to 
help with relief to thousands of refugees.  In the background picture, notice an 
Imam discussing with a pastor the distribution for refugees from Mosel. 

The shipping container with the clothing is on its way to Iraq and should be 
arriving soon. It is filled with warm clothing for the refugees. Thank you to those who gave to this project!

We are continuing to assist our faithful teams on the ground with finances as they come in to our office. Please pray with 
us that we will be able to do all we can to help our national church teams there not only with relief aid but also as they 
share the Gospel with refugees.  To date, we have seen over $193,000 come in for relief efforts and we are asking the 
Lord for $1 million to continue the project.  Praise God!

Financial gifts given to the “Iraqi Relief Fund” will assist our teams in Iraq and Jordan as they help thousands of refugees.  
Please be sure to mark on your check this is for the  “Iraqi Relief Fund.”  Thank you for giving!

Phase Three Program - Several Iraqi and Jordanian pastors and churches have joined us in 
formulating a three month plan to assimilate families into local churches. This three month plan is 
assisting families get in out of the elements, meet basic needs,  and in general, calm down. 
The Phase Three Program includes funds to rent an apartment (there are 2 to 4 families per 
apartment), clothing and other basic needs such as mattresses, blankets, stove, and cooking gas for 
a cost of $2,000 per family. The pastors and congregations are:

- Sharing the Gospel with these families as supplies are given out
- Enfolding them into the local church with fellowship and discipleship
- Assisting them secure jobs or other outside financial aid for sustainability

As we give the gift of this three month program for these families, the benefits are very strong both 
ways - for the families and the local church.  To date, 100% of families already enrolled in this 
process are either renewing their faith from being nominal Christians, or the majority are brand new 
Believers!  This is an amazing opportunity for us to reach many with the Gospel in the Middle 
East.  Our target amount is $2,000 per family unit which includes the extended family of 2 to 4 units). 

Pastor Philip with blankets from India in 
Jordan.  Below, food and clothing    

distribution to refugees in Baghdad
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Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 
are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 

regulations.  You may donate online at our 
website or mail a check to the address above.
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Grace Bible College, India

Response Card
 ____  Yes, I’d like to give $_____ to the Iraqi Relief Fund
 ____  I’d like to give $______  to Global Church Planting Initiative 
 ____  Put this gift to the GBC Dorms and Library $_______

Name _________________________________________ 
Email  _________________________________________
Address ________________________  City ___________ 
State _____ Zip ________ Ph #_____________________

Mail your check to 15455 Gleneagle Dr., Suite 130, 
Colorado Springs, CO  80921 

or call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

Shipping Container Dorms…Are You Serious??
Yes, we are! Last week my cousin and I had the privilege of going down to the Port of 
Portland, Oregon. We had the chance of going through a shipping container distribution 
center and spoke with a man who is in the 
process of transforming shipping containers into 
houses, business offices, and water storage 
containment systems. 

I can’t help but get excited about the direction the 
Lord is taking us in getting Grace Bible College in 
central India settled on its own property. We are 
accomplishing this using shipping containers to 
create dormitories, a dining hall, class rooms, 
administrative offices, and guest quarters. My 
excitement continues to grow thinking through 
the potential of moving the Bible college out of 
rental buildings which it has occupied since 2003 
on to its two acre campus!

What are the benefits of having our Bible college settled on its own property? 
- We will no longer be in rented facilities, allowing rental allocations to be invested in the 
students; taking the student body from 45 to 300, and expanding to an M.th program. 
- Centrally located classrooms, dorms, etc, in one location.

-Campus life will be solidified in the one location. 
  I'm asking the Lord that we move onto the college campus as 
quickly as we can. I’m also asking the Lord for $50,000 for the 
buildings. This is an incredible savings verses the $1.2 million 
we have been looking at previously to build a traditionally built 
campus. As a result, we are building a campus that is storm 
proof and earthquake proof for a fraction of the cost.

We have received $10,000 for this project to date.  To simply 
get the dormitories onto the campus we need $25,000. Would 
you pray with me as we seek the Lord to help bring in those 

funds to where we can move the entire campus on to our own 
property so that we can serve the Lord together in this manner? May God bless you as we 
partner together in reaching nationals and training nationals to reach their Nation for 
Christ.  

Please be in prayer for our ministry team as we will be in India next month for the GBC 
Memorial Chapel dedication, graduation and women’s conference. - Dr. John Cook 

Picture these containers transformed into 
dorms, similar to the picture below!

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://M.th
http://M.th
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

