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                      Walk Where Jesus Walked!  
                             12 Day Tour of Israel

Your Bible will come alive as you tour Israel with Indigenous Ministries for 12 days 
in 2017.  Your hosts are John and Dee Cook who have worked in the Middle East 
for years, and our Israeli guide is once again leading us with his expertise.  Cost is 
$4,395, and $300 reserves your place.  Register at www.IndigenousMinistries.org 
on the righthand side. The complete itinerary is on our website as well as videos 
with testimonials from some of our guests last year. 

May 1-12, 2017 

Capital Funding Update: 
40’ x 60’ Two Story Library/Classroom Building 

                       Projected Expense:  $  98,000  (Furnishings not included)  
                              Funds received:   - 54,805

                        Amount needed:  $ 43,195  (as of August 15)

Library Building Roof Completed!
Next Step:  Plastering

Home of a very special 
woman in the Bible…go 
to page 4 for her name

INDIA - Thank you for your prayers and generous gifts for this project!  We 
praise God that we’re debt-free on this entire project, including the land.  
Many of our donors have commented that they’re grateful to see that as a 
ministry we’ve not gone into debt for this campus.   

With $43,195 needed to complete this project, please join us with this 
opportunity to invest into the lives of young Biblical scholars 
in India.   

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org and select 
the GBC Building Fund, or mail your check with the 
response card on page 4. 

Two of GBC’s newest 
students; Kishan (left) 
and Savita (above) who 
plan to serve the Lord 
in full time ministry. The roof was poured on August 12, 2016

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
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The Missional Church (Part 2 of 2)

By John Cook, CEO
What is the Church to produce?  Chevy makes cars, Cross makes pens, Harley-Davidson 
makes motorcycles (thank you, Lord).  So the question then is, “what does the church 
produce?” The Church produces new Christ-followers who become disciples. If we’re not 
accomplishing this, we’re not doing our job. 

The beginning of the decline of the church in the Middle East was around the 13th century. Of 
course it was partly the result of a growing persecution of Christians by Islamic communities, 
and their rulers. Up to this time the Islamic communities had blended, accepted and in fact, 
interlaced Christians into their socio-political and economic societies.  During the 13th century  
we begin to note a decline in influence and connection the Church held within the blended 
communities, a declination caused not as a result of outside pressure, but, rather, from inside 
the Church herself.

Pastors and bishops gradually exhibited a lack of academic engagement in Scriptures, 
passing this on to the Church. In other words, the Church began to “do ministry” because of traditions rather than reflect a vibrant 
interest in the Word of God, its vital truths and its impact on society and the human heart. Ultimately this attitude produced a lack of 
interest in reaching out to the unsaved. Believers became satisfied with passing on their faith primarily to their own children and family 
“dynasties.”

The decline of the Church from the 14th through the 17th century in the Middle East was first, persecution, of course, but a third 
underlying cause was also lack of vision for reaching out. Because of religious and political pressures, they choose compromise as an 
alternative and accepted marginalization within their communities rather than retain the role of vibrant change-agent.  Families passed 
their faith on to their own family rather than reaching out. 

In contrast, within the first century, despite growing persecution, the message of Jesus Christ exploded along the trade routes of both 
the Roman and Persian world, especially along the Silk Road to India and China. As an example, the Gospel, brought by merchants 
from Jerusalem, reached Mosul in Northern Iraq in 38 A.D. mixing the concepts of business and mission. In fact, one of the early 
hymns the Church in the East was “let us take the attire of merchants and bring the good news to the world.” 

The decline of the modern Church is directly linked to the abdication of engagement in her communities through the daily influence in 
the lives of neighbors and co-workers, to accomplish what Christ commanded her to do, make disciples. When the Church is singularly 
focused on itself and fellowship, she loses her influence in society and the outcome is marginalization. 

My dear friend, an Iraqi pastor, has been shepherding a church of refugees from Mosul. Two years ago as Mosul fell, he 
was captured by ISIS, tortured and beaten many times.  He was taken to be beheaded a number of times, but as he said, 
“the Lord has always been with me and watched over me.”  After four months, miraculously, he was released and 
immediately resumed his role as pastor shepherding his flock who were now refugees in nearby Irbil, northern Iraq. 
Refusing to leave his flock, he has worked tirelessly to emigrate his congregation of over 200 families in the Czech 
Republic.  His key leadership and life example have impacted thousands.  Without pastoral leadership and a localized 
focus upon the people of our communities, the church will founder.

So what are some action points to consider?
1. The Church needs a missional heart.  Let’s not focus on what we want our community to do for us, but what we can 

and will do for our community. 
2. The Church needs to be practical as Moses was when God asked him, “What is in your hand?” God knows our flaws 

and weaknesses and still chooses to work through us for His glory, and He will take the mundane and make it 
miraculous and pertinent. 

3. The Church needs to be actively stepping into the mainstream of her community.
4. The Church needs to take courage and stand firm in her faith and confidence in the teaching of the Word. We’ve 

seen all that Satan can throw at us; this is nothing new. Yet the Church still stands because she is founded upon the 
immovable foundation of Christ and the eternal Word. 

The Lord said, “I will be with you, to the very end of the age.”  We may not all teach and preach well, but we can each 
make disciples, and as authentic, passionate Christ-followers we are linked to the ongoing pulse and unfolding history of 
the Church that is being made today. 
Indigenous Ministries ministers through nationals in difficult-access countries with the purpose of seeing the 
Church thrive, and are expanding international church planting through the IM Global Church Planting Initiative.  

Dr. Cook sharing the message
 “The Challenge of the Middle East,” on August 7 

at Church on the Hill, Montrose, CO
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Children’s Home Bustling as New School Year Begins

Volunteers Needed for Short Term Ministry Trip in CA - Jan 2017
It’s Time to Sort & Catalogue the GBC Books!

If one or more of these describes you, come to Red Bluff, CA for a two week “India missions camp.”
___I don’t have a lot of time BUT I could spare a week to help our Bible College students in India!
___I want to make a difference for the Lord BUT I don’t want to go to India (or get the shots)!
___My budget doesn’t include a short-term ministry trip overseas BUT Red Bluff, CA I can do!
We need 50+ volunteers to prepare 10,000+ books for shipment to the Grace Bible College, India, library (see page one 

for the building progress).  Good news: you don’t 
even need to be a librarian!

We’re honored that librarian Beverly Monroe, PHD, 
and her assistant, Ginger Kirk, who have catalogued 
31 international Christian libraries, are guiding us with 
the book cataloguing process. We are also very 
grateful to Pastor Paul Wright and the Community 
Church Family!

Each one of these books that you handle and prepare 
to go to India will be used by the young men and 
women at Grace Bible College in central India to train 
for ministry to reach their own people with the Gospel. 
Many will be church planters multiplying these efforts 
many times over! This is a great opportunity to invest 
into the future of India for eternity. 

For more information and to register, go to our 
website, www.IndigenousMinistries.org on the right 
hand panel.  

Last month we shared that more children have joined our 
Children’s Home. Some are orphans, and some came to us 
because of the closing of a nearby ministry, (girls pictured below 
left), and we responded with open arms. We’ve needed 
additional housekeeping items (see right) totaling $3,000. We’re 
happy to report that $1,800 has come in; thank you so much to 
our generous supporters who have helped us get over the half 
way mark! They were able to purchase some of the supplies; the 
fuzzy, colorful blankets especially are a hit with the children!

The 2016-2017 school year has begun and the children and staff 
are doing well.  Thank you so much for your prayers and generous financial support which gives these 

children daily time in the Bible, a good education, medical care and loving care - all on a beautiful two acre campus where they can run and play!

We’re trusting the Lord to bring in resources needed to care for these children, first for sponsors for the new children ($35/month) and then for the 
remainder $1200 needed.  Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org and in the dropdown menu choose “Children’s Home Repair & Housekeeping 
Items,” and if you’d like to sponsor one of the children kindly choose “Children Sponsorships.”  Thank you!        - Sarah Rieger

Items Needed:
Bunkbeds(15): $120.00  ea.
Mattress (15):  $26.00 ea.
Bedding (15):  $4.00 ea.
Blankets (20): $5.50 ea.
Towels (20):  $1.50  ea.     
Dishes (20):  $4.50 ea. 
Tables (8):  $31.00 ea.  

Battery & Inverter (1): $272
Total amount:  $3,000

Can you tell the new, warm blankets are a hit?  
This is the girls’ wing of the Children’s HomeThe children in Sunday School 

Getting on the school bus ready for school! 
(not all the children are pictured here)

Girls from a children’s home that closed recently - they had no 
place to go and we are happy to have them in our Children’s Home 

(not all of them are pictured here)

When: January 16-28, 2017; we prefer that you 
volunteer for one or two full weeks, but if you can  
make it for a few days, we certainly can use your  help! 

Where:  Red Bluff, CA at the Community Baptist Church 

Project: Move 100’s of boxes of books, sort the books,    
enter book data, attach spine labels, scan labels, re-pack 
books into boxes and load them onto a shipping 
container. You will be placed on a team depending on 
what job you would like to do.  

Other info:  Volunteers are responsible for their own 
transportation, lodging and breakfast. Lunch and dinner 
will be provided onsite for $30/day per person.  

Fundraising Help Needed:  We need $15,000 to prepare 
and ship the books to India; if each volunteer raises
$300, that amount will be covered. 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org


15455 Gleneagle Drive, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 
are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 

regulations.  You may donate online at our 
website or mail a check to the address above.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________ 
Email  ______________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________
City __________________State ______ Zip _________ 
Ph #_________________________________________

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org, mail your check to               
15455 Gleneagle Dr., Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

or call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information.  

   _____ General Fund
    ______ GBC Building Fund
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorship
    ______ Global Church Planting
    ______ Global Business Partner 
    ______ Iraq Relief Project for Refugees 

Southeast Asia _____
Child Sponsorships ____

Children’s Home Repairs _____ 
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Min _____
Miriam-Rescuing Girls/ISIS _____

Int’l Pastors’ Conferences _____

India June 2017 - Are you of College age and interested in working with children at a 
summer Vacation Bible School in India? Then you should come with us next summer!  

Call our office 719-302-3028. 

Please check the area below you want your support to go to:

Used Laptops Needed
There is a need for laptops four years and younger to be used in India in the 

library and offices of Grace Bible College and the Children’s Home.  
Please contact our office if you have one you’d like to donate.  

Middle East Backpack Project 

School starts this month and next month in the Middle East for the children and since 
last year’s backpacks were a big hit with refugee children in Iraq, we are once again 
raising funds for backpacks for children whose families left everything behind when they 
fled ISIS. This year we’re also including our Egyptian kids in this project. The backpacks 
we provide through our national teams are brand new and filled with pencils, pens, 
paper, glue, and other supplies the kids need. Suggested donation is $18 per backpack, 
but any amount will be a help, and the backpacks are guaranteed to bring great smiles!
Donate to this project at www.IndigenousMinistries.org; second one in the dropdown menu.

Indigenous Ministries Board 
Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems,Inc.

Dr. Tim Jacobs
Senior Pastor, Compass Church

Peter Church
Retired, Food Service Executive

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance 
Dee Winchester, Jeff Sharda
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Finances, Accounting

Staff 
Dr. John Cook
CEO

Dee Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 
International; Editor, The Liaison

Dr. Dan Iles
Director of Educational Development

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators

Sarah Rieger
Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Jan Hogan
Executive Assistant to the CEO and 
Office Manager

August 2016                                                                                                                                   Page 4 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer to question on page 1: This was Mary’s home; archeologists have a high degree of certainty because of 
evidence on this site that Mary, the mother of Jesus, actually walked these steps! It was here that Mary was with 
the angel Gabriel who told her she would be the mother of the Savior of the world!  Join us next May in Israel 
where you’ll see dozens more sites like this that will make your Bible come to life as never before. 

Dan Iles’ mother, Leror Mae Albritton Iles, went home to be with the 
Lord on August 6. Our prayers and love are with the Iles family 
especially during these days as they lovingly celebrate her life.  Cards 
may be sent to the IM office and will be forwarded to Dan and Linda. 

Beautiful International fall and winter women’s conferences are coming up in the Middle East and 
India. If you would like to travel to India with Dee Cook and minister to women, contact the office. 
Cost: $3850. Visit Beautiful International’s Facebook and website, www.BeautifulInternational.org 
for women’s ministry updates. Your continued prayers and financial support matter! Thank you. 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.BeautifulInternational.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.BeautifulInternational.org

