
      

July 2017 Refugee Women Begin English Classes 

  Refugee Child Trauma Care Kit Launched

Iraq - The women didn’t mind the heat of 115 as they 
excitedly gathered for Beautiful International’s launch of 
the English classes in Northern Iraq. With our IM NGO 
(non government organization) ministry status in Iraq 
submitted, we received permissions for the training to 
begin after months of paperwork. John Cook, IM CEO,  
and Sam Block, along with the refugee leaders and 
Wesam and Claudia, our Indigenous Ministries team 
there, dedicated the classes to the Lord. The women 
were nothing short of thrilled!

One commented, “We have had nothing to do with our 
minds for three years and now we can learn in this class; 
thank you!”  The program is up and running and the 
impact is far-reaching into the community and the future, 
as the women will be better equipped to work, especially 
the widows. Because of these classes, we’ve been given 
permission for Claudia to teach the children, sharing the 
love of the Lord with them. Get ready! The next step is 
our child sponsorship program in Northern Iraq. 

In this same settlement, we are purchasing sheep for 
micro businesses helping families get on their feet with an 
income. Previous to ISIS in 2014, they were shepherds, making this a natural return to 
what they are familiar with. Pray for our teams and these programs as we invest into 
hearts for eternity. 

John Cook, left, was thrilled to be able to give out the 
first 37 kits to refugee children and our national teams 
in Iraq this month. The response was overwhelmingly 
positive!!! We’ve been asked for 10,000 kits by our 
teams and refugee camp leadership. This kit helps 
children unpack their trauma so they can begin to heal. 

Each $55 Trauma Care Kit Includes:
- A very soft 18” stuffed animal (varies depending on supplies: lion, bear or 
tiger) with a chest pocket for the audio player 
- Solar audio player with two tracks, first, for the children, Bible stories set to 
music with the Gospel, and for the adults, the Bible in Arabic and English 
- A booklet called “The Survivors” in Arabic to help children process the PTSD 
they’ve experienced; written by a team of professional psychologists and 

counselors from a Biblical perspective on feelings trauma has brought, along with practical helps  
-  Another plush toy and candy for every child in the family so no one is left out  
Bring comfort and joy to these children for years to come!  Donate online on our website; you won’t miss it 
in the dropdown menu. This is a wonderful, practical way to make a BIG difference in a child’s life!

Feelings that kids 
in tough places 

experience:  
fear, 

powerlessness, 
sadness, anger, 
& loneliness

Mother and her son 
receiving the kit

Above, one of the English 
s tudents ; be low, E lham 
teaches the women. Watch 
our FB and Beautiful Int’l FB 
and websites for videos and 
updates on the classes. 
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Mosul Recapture Reveals Growing Refugee Numbers

For many Americans, this month’s headlines announcing Iraq and coalition forces’ 
victory over ISIS in Mosul was a grim reminder of the war in Iraq. While many have 
assumed the worst is over, stark evidence points to a lingering and unsettling truth. 
With massive areas of Mosul uninhabitable, the rebuilding and resettlement will take 
time, resources and courage. Refugees have tough decisions to make. Officials 
estimate only 40-50% will go back to their homes, 15-25% will emigrate out of the 
country and the rest will settle in areas of Kurdistan. With an economy devastated by 
decades of war and recent plummeting oil prices, refugees struggle to find normalcy.

Almost 1 million refugees left Mosul since the offensive to recapture Mosul began in 
October 2016, bringing the number to 3.2 to 3.4 million displaced Iraqis. Whatever 
your thoughts are about this crisis, would you pray for us and the national Believers 
on the front lines?  If you feel led to help, give as generously as you can, and we will 
continue to ask the Lord to multiply the resources to help refugees.  Donate online to 
the Iraq Relief Project. 

John and our team were passing through an area in Northern Iraq earlier this month, 
when they were alerted to a need in a refugee camp with 44 families.  They had gone 
seven days with no fresh drinking water. All baths had long been suspended, toilets 
overflowed and the situation was dire. What a joy to be able to meet this need as a 
result of your generous donations. We have a new relationship with the leaders of this 
camp (Yazidi, Muslims and Christians live in one camp which is an unusual grouping), 
and our team there will be monitoring this situation for more solutions. Thank you.

Silam’s family:  Silam lives with her 84 year old mother. Silam, 57, previously 
lost her husband who was killed in the eight year war between Iran and Iraq. 
Her sister, Basma, 54, has two daughters, twelve year old Mariam, and a 
younger daughter who was kidnapped by ISIS three years ago.  When ISIS 
entered into their area in Mosul, people started to flee, but they didn’t realize 
how horrible the threat was, so they stayed in their area until ISIS was there. 

They not only beat and burned them, but also forced them to become Muslims. They have endured a 
lot of mental trauma (PTSD). Miraculously, and on a good note, Basma was reunited with her now nine 
year old daughter in Erbil recently.  Your donations to the Iraq Relief Project have helped this family with 
clothing and food.

Another family from Keramleis was captured by ISIS, and beaten.  They watched as ISIS burned their 
home, and the father was so severely beaten he now cannot function and work.  We are helping with 
food, clothing and medical attention. 

Other families who have very recently been freed from ISIS, are now in refugee camps and are being 
helped with much needed clothing, shoes and food as needed. We are assisting families with vital 
monthly prescriptions and helping families with counseling as well. 

Water Tanker Arrives at Refugee Camp 7 Days Without Water

A b o v e , w a t e r t a n k e r 
arrives; below, John prays 
as Wesam, IM national 
team member, translates 
to the leaders of the 
refugee camp.

Families Being Helped Through the Iraq Relief Project:

Psalm 82:3 “Defend the weak and 
the fatherless; uphold the cause of 

the poor and the oppressed.” 
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Upcoming National Pastors’ and Women’s Conferences
Since 1998 Indigenous Ministries has been training and encouraging 
national pastors. This is a unique opportunity for pastors from the US to 
speak into the ministry and lives of national pastors in difficult-access 
countries where we serve. Fall conferences will be in Egypt and in Iraq. 
We are holding annual women’s conferences in Egypt and Iraq. 

India - New students…returning students…nervous freshmen…busy 
faculty…overwhelmed staff…the smell of rice, dahl and chapatis cooking…all 
blend together in this, a brand new school year the Lord has allowed once 
again!  This year we anticipate a student body of 55.  For our prayer warriors, 
here are prayer requests as the school year gets underway:

* For the faculty and staff as they prepare logistics and lessons
* For the health, safety and unity in spirit of Christ of the student body 
* For the urgent need of $22,500 to complete the library building and 

purchase the library furniture
* For our sponsors here in the US - we praise God for their faithful partnering
* For the need to underwrite five students @$100/month full sponsorship or 

$50/month half sponsorship

A panoramic photo of the upstairs 25’ x 60’ library. Soon this building will be filled with library shelves and desks which Gloria, above, is modeling.

GRACE BIBLE COLLEGE 2017-2018 
NEW SCHOOL YEAR UNDERWAY

Daniel, a 2017 GBC 
graduate.  Below, the 
boys in their shipping 
container dorm.

Above, Pastor Steve 
Alexander, CA teaching in 
Egypt & Fall 2016 Egypt 
Nat’l Pastors’ Conference 

Beautiful Women’s Conference 
in Iraq, March 2017

Openings and ministry opportunities with IM:
Contact our office for more information and to apply 

- There is an opening for Christian Education teachers to minister 
in Iraq in Spring 2018 for two weeks, $3850.

- Join us for a Prayer Walk in Iraq in Spring 2018 through refugee 
camps, and pray during pastors’ & women’s conferences, two 
weeks, $3850.

- Ladies, come and help Dee with a women’s conference in Iraq, 
and assist Yazidi women with English pronunciation, Spring 
2018, two weeks, $3850.  We will also have 2018 women’s 
conferences in The Philippines and Egypt where you can apply to 
help and attend. 
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Response Card
Name ________________________________________________ 
Email_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________ 
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Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

   _____ General Fund
    ______ GBC Building Fund
    ______ Global Church Planting
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ Iraq Refugee Relief Project

Southeast Asia _____
Child Sponsorships ____

Global Business Partner _____ 
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Indigenous Ministries Board

Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Dr. Tim Jacobs
Senior Pastor, Compass Church

Peter Church
Retired, Food Service Executive

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance
Jeff Sharda
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Office Manager, Finance & Accounting

Staff

John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 
International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators

Sarah Rieger
Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Nancy Anderson
Administrative Assistant to the CEO

Dennis & Vicki Snyder
Ambassadors 

Alyssa Anderson
Intern
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Staff Updates

Transitioning - We are so thankful to the Lord for Dan and Linda 
Iles who served with us in ministry for 12 years. Dan was on the 
board of Indigenous Ministries, and then for seven years they 
worked with IM overseas teaching and mentoring nationals.  They 
also represented Indigenous Ministries in churches and camps in 
California and Louisiana. Dan also taught at Shasta Bible College 
in Redding, and Linda has been working in the SBC office.  

Last month they transitioned from working with us to Jaron 
Ministries and deepened their work at Shasta Bible College. 

We thank them for their ministry, and love and miss them already, 
but know they will be a blessing to many as they faithfully serve the 
Lord. We pray the Lord’s richest blessing on them!  Hebrews 6:10 

Left and right, Dan and 
Linda teaching in India, 

above, Dan training 
pastors in Egypt.

Health - Pray for Mel Enguerra as she and Resty are in California, 
from the Philippines, as she is undergoing medical tests for her 
health.  Pray for rest and clear answers to help them address her 
needs. You can email them at resty@indigenousministries.org.

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
mailto:resty@indigenousministries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
mailto:resty@indigenousministries.org

