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 Refugee Child Sponsorships in Iraq

Is Northern Iraq headed for fresh uprising and violence? On September 25th, 
the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Iraq, promises to hold a 
referendum initiating the process of independence from Iraq. Large oil fields to 
the East, many of which are under the authority of the KRG, are certainly a 
motivating factor, but what other price might be paid to settle this decades-
old struggle?


On September 12th, in a definite push-back to the September 25th vote, the 
Iraqi Parliament met in Baghdad and unanimously rejected the Kurdish 
referendum, a move that many world leaders fear could set off fresh violence 
and divert attention away from settling the situation with the Islamic State in 
Mosul. 


KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani, nephew of KRG President Massoud 
Barzani, stated on September 13 that the referendum will be held on 
September 25. In a meeting with Mr. Kurt Georg Stockl-Stillfried, the new 
Consul General of Germany in Erbil, Prime Minister Barzani…stressed the 
referendum that the Kurdistan Region will hold later this month is a mean (sic) 
to define the relations between Baghdad and the Kurdistan Region in a way to 
prevet (sic) the recurrence of past tragedies and atrocities committed against 
the people of Kurdistan. Retrieved from http://cabinet.gov.krd/?l=12.


How are Christians in this key harvest field viewing this possible referendum? 
Most are cautiously monitoring this tug of war. Those we spoke with recently 
feel there is real reason for concern, stating this decision could go very badly 
for Christians. Others, still struggling to find normalcy in (cont’d on page 2)  


Christians on Alert as KRG Seeks Independence 

Special Harvest Edition 

The 48＂ level: We’re looking at this crisis at a level most 
of us have forgotten, at about the 3＇ or 4＇ level. Here are 
the refugee kids’ own words:  

I feel alone, afraid, why is there so much hurt? I miss my 
friends, I have nothing to do, sometimes my friends just 
leave camp, my parents fight more now, I don’t know what 
happened to my house or toys…

Lara, one of the little girls who just joined our Refugee Child 
Sponsorship Program (RCSP), used to live in Mosul with her 
family, but they fled the Islamic State and now live in a refugee camp in Northern Iraq. Lara lives 
with so much fear and pain that she hardly talks. She’s six years old. Her family is concerned for 
her and welcome our sponsorship to encourage her; they are very encouraged as well. 
Recently, Indigenous Ministries received NGO (non-government organization or nonprofit) 
status in Iraq, meaning we have government permission to move ahead in ministry.  The 
countless hours of work by our Colorado Springs and Iraqi teams in preparation for this launch, 
means you can sponsor a refugee child or children in Iraq through IM (cont’d on page 2). 
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Kurdistan Referendum for Independence 

Refugee Child Sponsorships are Here! (Cont’d from page 1)

their daily lives after losing everything to Islamic State, are numb to another government power 
struggle.  Some go to work each day while others sit hopelessly in refugee camps; life varies greatly.


As millions of refugees’ lives hang in the balance with vital resources discussed and bargained for, 
refugees hope and pray for continued peace. Many Syrian refugees, most of whom are Kurds, are 
reluctant to leave the relatively stable life they now have and return to the chaos they face back 
home. For these families, some feel the referendum may further stabilize the region, making their 
settling in the Erbil region more sustainable. 


With many nationalities, ethnic and religious groups co-existing in Kurdistan in relative peace, the 
question is whether the end of September will bring a fresh instability in this region.


Regardless of the outcome, our Indigenous Ministries national church planting teams, relief aid 
workers and Refugee Child Sponsorship Program staff continue to minister, as do many others in the 
region. We are grateful to the Kurdish government for creating a stable environment and a sanctuary 
for millions of refugees from war zones in Iraq and Syria.  Please keep this great nation in your 
prayers this month, and especially our teams ministering God’s love and grace there. - Dee Cook


The word ‘stable’ means “not changing or fluctuating…”. Can you imagine the extreme 
changes and fluctuations these children have been through over the past three years? As 
Islamic State soldiers ran or drove down streets firing guns, these kids ran with their families 
from their homes, some lost loved ones and friends in horrific ways in front of them. Running, 
hiding, and then living in tents, unfinished homes, partially constructed shopping malls, or UN 
refugee camps, these kids’ lives are the epitome of instability. 

Now is the time for us to step into the lives of refugee children with hope and love! Through 
sponsorships, our national Iraqi team is able to minister to the needs of the child/children; 
providing for their physical needs, assisting with their education, and sharing weekly Bible 
lessons with them at church. 

Our goal is to bless 1,000 precious refugee children 
through sponsorship, with the first 125 sponsored by 
December 1st. Maybe you’ve been wanting to help 
refugee kids, but haven’t been able to figure out how… 
this is how you can make a big difference!  We’re already 
almost at 20% of this goal. 

We’re so thankful for each one who is already involved 
helping “our” children; and 23% of our sponsors support 
two or more children, and one family sponsors eight kids. We are very blessed to have 
faithful giving and praying partners; thank you!

The cost is only $39/month for one child - and $78 for two, $117 for three. Your 
decision today will really count.

Visit our website, www.IndigenousMinistries.org, on the right click on                       
“Child Sponsorships,” or call Sarah at the office at 719-302-3028. The whole process 
should take you 3-5 minutes. Our website has other information you may find useful 
such as videos, photos, FAQs and blogs. 

I look forward to chatting with you! - Sarah Rieger, Exec. Ass’t for Sponsorships

How to get your  
church involved: 

We’re happy to furnish your church 
leadership with a four week RCSP 
launch packet! This includes videos 
focusing on refugee families whose 
lives are already changed as a result 
of nourishing food packets they 
receive, school materials, and their 
kids being involved - they are 
thrilled!

Call our office for more information: 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
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The Harvest

John Cook, right, was thrilled to be able to give out the first 37 kits to 
refugee children and our national teams in Iraq in July. The response 
was overwhelmingly positive! We’ve been asked for 10,000 kits by our 
teams and refugee camp leadership. This kit helps children unpack their 
trauma so they can begin to heal. 

Each $55 Trauma Care Kit Includes:
- A very soft 18” stuffed animal (varies depending on supplies: lion, 

bear or tiger) with a chest pocket for the audio player 
-  Solar audio player with two tracks, first, for the children, Bible stories set to music with the Gospel, 

and for the adults, the Bible in Arabic and English 
-  A booklet called “The Survivors” in Arabic to help children process the PTSD they’ve experienced; 

written by a team of professional psychologists and counselors from a Biblical perspective on 
feelings trauma has brought, along with practical helps  

-  Another plush toy and candy for every child in the family so no one is left out  
On our website; click the “Donate”  button - This is a wonderful, practical way to bless these kids. 

  Refugee Child Trauma Care Kits 

Feelings that kids in tough 
places experience:  

fear, powerlessness, 
sadness, anger, & 

loneliness

Ambassadors Wanted:  Looking for a fresh way to engage in ministry without going “full time?” 
Indigenous Ministries’ Ambassadors enjoy engaging in ministry speaking in churches and small 
groups with a flexible schedule and extra income. IM is growing, vibrant and on the cutting edge 
of missions; as the Lord opens more doors for ministry, churches are asking for presentations. 
When you join Indigenous Ministries, you’re part of a dedicated, Biblically based and enthusiastic 
team spanning the US and countries in the 10-40 window. To learn more, visit 
www.IndigenousMinistries.org. 

Fresh flowers, fruit, and veggies are attractive. Few of us, however, 
stare at produce pondering the nuances of their cultivation and 
harvest history. In a clean display with music and sprinklers, we forget 
that digging carrots and potatoes can be messy, hard work. 
Descended from generations of fishermen, Peter, James and John 
filled their days with equipment maintenance and knew from boyhood 
how wind patterns on the water could fill their nets. After a bad day of 
fishing, it’s doubtful Peter cared a hoot about his neighbors’ spiritual 
condition, but once he was transformed by the Master, he never 
looked at people and fish the same again. 
The Church is still in existence over 2000 years later worldwide as proof 
that the Holy Spirit is effectively drawing hearts to Himself and 
empowering His people to draw up nets in the deepest waters 
imaginable, that of a person’s heart. Jesus referred to Himself as the Lord of the harvest.  Our Lord 
showed Peter and the other disciples through His daily life how to love people, and He also left instructions 
to look to Him for help in the harvest before us.  Would you too pray with us in these areas?
Please pray with us for more workers in the harvest. Workers who will pray, volunteer and work in our 
Colorado Springs office. Pray for those who would regularly financially support Indigenous Ministries.  Pray 
for the pastors to teach national pastors and for people to go on vital prayer walks overseas with IM. Pray 
for more national churches to be planted. Mostly, pray for more hearts to come to know the Savior.

These were his instructions to them:    
“The harvest is great, but the workers are 
few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge 
of the harvest; ask him to send more 
workers into his fields.”  Luke 2:10 NLT

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org


15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 

are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 
regulations.  You may donate online at our 

website or mail a check to the address above.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________ 
Email_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________ 
Phone _______________________________________________

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

   _____ General Fund
    ______ Global Church Planting
    ______ GBC Building Fund
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ Southeast Asia

Refugee Child Sponsorships ____
Backpacks for Refugee Children _____
Refugee Child Trauma Care Kit _____ 

Iraq Refugee Relief Project _____
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Indigenous Ministries Board

Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Dr. Tim Jacobs
Senior Pastor, Compass Church

Peter Church
Retired, Food Service Executive

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance
Jeff Sharda
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Office Manager, Finance & Accounting

Staff

John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 
International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators

Sarah Rieger
Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Nancy Anderson
Administrative Assistant to the CEO

Dennis & Vicki Snyder
Ambassadors 

 September 2017                                                                                                                            Page 4 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Innovation in the Harvest

Iraq - This is Intisar, right, the director of a Christian 
bookshop who dresses as a Muslim woman in order to 
be more effective in helping Muslims take a step to 
read the gospel and learn more about Christ. Many see 
her dress as respectful and inviting as they inquire 
about Scripture and relax and ask questions. She 
reminds us of Paul’s heart in I Corinthians 9:19-23.

Intisar recently participated in a local book exhibition 
and saw more than 100 different Bibles and 
commentaries go into hands of seekers. 

Her platform in the harvest is this bookshop which is in 
the back of one of the churches Indigenous Ministries 
supports through our Global Church Planting Initiative. 
Thank you for continuing to pray for and financially 
supporting this vital ministry!

The Philippines - Resty and Mel Enguerra report that 
overall the students in the Child Sponsorship 
Program there are doing well in school. Some still 
need to work on their reading level and class 
participation, but they’re improving as they receive 
tutoring. Praise the Lord that our national team has 
been able to increase the food budget for the kids as 
a result of sponsorships, which ensures they’re 
receiving more protein in their diets. 

Mel’s expertise as a nurse will be useful as they’re 
looking at teaching health basics (hand washing, 
food selection and prep, etc.) to the kids, their 
families and the community.  Please pray for Resty 
and Mel and their team. Many thanks to our 
sponsors of these children; your prayers and support 
are life-changing for the children. 

Nutrition and health education are helping families 
meet Jesus - that’s pretty innovative!

Student Spotlight: Monica Mae is one of 
the top students in her 2nd grade class.  
Her attendance is 100% and she actively 
participates in class and has a good 
att i tude towards her studies and 
classmates.  She and her family are also 
active church members. 

A Christian bookshop in Baghdad 
where the director (on the left), a 
Christian woman, covers herself to 
share Christ with Muslims? Now 
that’s being innovative!
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