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I am amazed to think that this year is almost complete, and we are looking at all that 
has been accomplished for His glory! All of this is the direct result of your contribution 
into this ministry, that we are able to send you this year end update. How grateful I am 
for you, your heart for the Lord, and for your partnership together with us that makes all 
of this possible. Because of this commitment, we continue to see the ministry grow and 
expand; I’d like to share some international highlights from 2017:

January - The library project was held in Red Bluff, CA where, for two weeks, a hearty 
team of volunteers prepared and shipped approximately 15,000 books for the Grace Bible 
College (GBC) Library. Great job, team! This is one of the largest Christian libraries in India. 


February - India ministry at IM’s Children’s Home and GBC Winter Teaching Module, 
graduation and several women’s meetings were held. Shortly afterwards, the library books 
arrived from CA with no tax charged on the shipment (a very special answer to prayer).


March & July - Iraq ministry to church plants, refugees, children and women.  The launch 
of the Yazidi Women’s English Classes; Indigenous Ministries obtained NGO (non 
government organization) status in Kurdistan.  Outreaches continue to refugees with food 
packets, clothing, medical and counseling needs met. 


September - The Refugee Child Sponsorship Program was launched in N. Iraq for Iraqi 
and Syrian refugee children. In the Philippines, the children in Payatas continue to improve 
in school, and more families are integrated into Bible studies and church there, and in 
Antipolo. A large gift was given to finish Grace Bible College library building, so that project 
is complete as to the building, now we are praying for the furnishings. 


October - The Egypt Pastors’ Conference and Women’s Conferences were held.  We 
celebrated the third anniversary of IM's Egypt Child Sponsorship Program; 57 children are 
now in the program.  A new Global Church Planting Initiative church was planted in Egypt. 
Our Kurdistan office moved to a bigger facility to accommodate ministry growth. 


Celebrate with us all the Lord has allowed to happen! Your prayers and financial 
support given to these areas, empower us to partner with nationals through the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance to reach nationals with the Gospel. As a result, many are coming to 
Christ, finding healing, forgiveness and hope. 


Year End Giving Fund: We are asking the Lord for the largest financial target ever. 
Would you prayerfully consider being part of this powerful, life changing goal? There 
are still so many lives who need the Good News of redemption!  

The goal is $90,000 for the Year End Giving to help fund these great needs:


* Furnishings for the Grace Bible College library; India, $15,000

* Van for the Refugee Child Sponsorship Program; Iraq, $25,000

* Refugee Relief for kerosene, heaters, clothing, food; Iraq, $20,000

* Salaries for finance and front desk in the Colorado Springs office, $30,000


As you give, please designate your gift “The Greatest Need.” We are seeing an 
incredible impact that only the Lord could make happen. Thank you for your 
partnership in serving the Lord, His Church, refugees, widows and orphans; we are truly 
honored to be in His Harvest together with you. May the Lord continue to bless you as we 
serve the Lord together. 


In Christ, John

John W. Cook, CEO 

Thankful for a Bountiful 2017
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How do Child Sponsorships and Church Planting mix?

Yazidi Girls & Women Complete 
1st English Course

The Yazidi high school girls and women in N. Iraq took their final 
exams this month and have done well!  We’re so proud of each of 
them. A special word of thanks to our team lead for this project, 
Wesam, and to Elham, who has been teaching since July.  For 

10-15 minutes before classes, Wesam has been sharing the Word of God. The ladies 
asked to know more about our beliefs, and say they really enjoy these sessions.     

Our funding for this project has run out, however, the girls and women have asked to  
continue, and 36 jumped in and signed up for the next classes. By faith, I’ve said we 
will continue with this great opportunity, as long as the funding comes in.  We will 

also include a backyard Good News Club-style 
meeting for the children each week.


To donate, go to IndigenousMinistries.org and 
select Beautiful International Women’s Ministries. 
The need each month is $2950; we are asking the 
Lord for six more months of classes.  Thank you so 
much for praying and giving.      - Dee Cook 


Two of the exams turned in; the 
comment on the bottom one is: 
“Actually, I’m feeling so happy for 
this class and I want say thanks a lot 
for you special for Ms. Elham and 
Mr. Wisam.  Also I’m so happy 
because I’ve got benefit from this 
course and I want this course be 
continue for us and I’m feeling my 
English is well more than before. 
Actually I don’t know what write the 
reason because I’m so happy and 
thank you so much for everything.  
And another thing, I want to see Ms. 
Dee and thank you so much…” 
Think this class matters to her?

If the heart of Indigenous Ministries is the Church, how do the child sponsorship programs fit in with this prime 
directive? Our programs are designed to draw our sponsored children and their families into the national 
churches, in order that they might be ministered to by the pastor and church families. It’s working! 

In Egypt, that’s the reason the CSP (Child Sponsorship Program) along the Nile was begun.  With so many 
widows, several years back, our ministry team asked, “Is there anything we can do month to month to help 
these destitute women? They are really struggling and anything will help. We would like to help them and 
share Jesus with the children and widows.” Now, three years later we have 57 children in the program.  So 
many hearts have turned to the Lord as a result. 

In the Philippines, the need for families to secure a better income than continuing as scavengers, tied them to 
Resty and Mel who prayed with a local pastor, and together they are assisting many families.  Their children 
are receiving a quality education along with critical nutritious food.  It begins 
and ends with the Church. 

In Iraq, with 3.4 million refuges in Northern Iraq alone, many families living in 
UN camps and settlements face difficult choices; food or backpacks and 
school supplies? Pastor Sabri and his wife have stepped in and visited many 
families extending to them help and an open door to the fellowship of this 
church plant.  The children are being enrolled in our CSP, and as the program 
approaches 50 sponsored children, we marvel at changes already evident! 

The Scripture reminds us that “Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction…” 
James 1:27. Thank you for  praying for and sponsoring the children in our 
CSP programs!  Join us…there are so many lives waiting to hear the Gospel!   Contact Sarah Rieger at 719-302-3028  to 

help a child with sponsorship and directly 
impact a national church!

http://IndigenousMinistries.org
http://IndigenousMinistries.org
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Openings and ministry opportunities with IM:
Contact our office for more information and to apply 

- Opening for Christian Education teachers to minister in Iraq in Spring 2018 for two weeks, $3850.
- Join us for a Prayer Walk in Iraq in Spring 2018 through refugee camps, or Fall 2018 in Cairo, Egypt, two 

weeks, $3850. 
- Ladies, come and help Dee with a women’s conference in Iraq, and assist Yazidi women with English 

pronunciation, Spring 2018, two weeks, $3850.  We will also have 2018 women’s conferences in the 
Philippines and Egypt where you can apply to help and attend. 

Baghdad Church Grows in the Midst of Violence, Uncertainty

As part of IM’s Global Church Planting Initiative, one of our Middle East 
pastors recently shared with us these updates:  

-In October we distributed the spiritual books among refugee families who 
attend our ministry each Saturday, which many of them want to know specially 
about the biblical perspective about Mary in the Gospel.

-Since the 1st Sunday in October, I have been preaching about the Core 
Values for the ministry to help the congregation and the servants adopt these 
values, and serve the Lord in the light of them.

-In Thursday 26th of October, we had a very blessed time with the young 
people of the church, who met to pray, worship, listen to the Word of God, and 
spend time together from 8:00 pm till 8:00 am on Friday.

-One of the church women has a Christian bookstore and is dressing as a 
Muslim woman to make Muslims comfortable as they look for biblical resources (see Sept. 2017 The Liaison). 

Please pray for this pastor and church, as this is a very difficult time for them in Baghdad, and they depend on our 
prayers and support.  Thank you to our faithful Global Church Planting Initiative faith partners for your hand in this. 

Youth Meeting in Baghdad church

New Church Plant on the Nile 

With 50-60 people already meeting, this brand new Indigenous 
Ministries’ church plant is moving ahead quickly.  IM CEO, John 
Cook, met with the Egyptian ministry team praying together about 
this new work. What a praise to be able to see this come together. 

As you pray, please keep the pastor, leadership, families and 
young people in mind. Young people in Egypt are looking for 
meaning in their life and a future with promise and hope.  Pray for 
them to seek the Lord and grow in their relationship with God.

Thank you for your partnership with our Global Church Planting 
Initiative here and in other parts of the world. The Lord is reaching 
His Harvest.  To learn more, visit our website and search GCPI. 

Dr. Cook with the Nile in the background. With 
radical Islam nearby, families and young people 
face many pressures. Pray for strongholds to 
break and hearts to open to the Gospel.



15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 

are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 
regulations.  You may donate online at our 

website or mail a check to the address above.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________ 
Email_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________ 
Phone _______________________________________________

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

   _____ The Greatest Need
    ______ General Fund
    ______ Global Church Planting
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ Southeast Asia

Refugee Child Sponsorships ____
Backpacks for Refugee Children _____
Refugee Child Trauma Care Kit _____ 

Iraq Refugee Relief Project _____
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Indigenous Ministries Board

Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Dr. Tim Jacobs
Senior Pastor, Compass Church

Peter Church
Retired, Food Service Executive

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance

Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Office Manager, Finance & Accounting

Staff

John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 
International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators

Sarah Rieger
Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Nancy Anderson
Administrative Assistant to the CEO

Dennis & Vicki Snyder
Ambassadors 

Rebecca Townsend
Intern
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Finishing Well 

Last month, Mel Enguerra’s precious mom, age 95, finished her life well 
and entered Glory. We extend our heartfelt prayers and love to Resty 
and Mel and their family as they celebrate her life and miss her deeply. 
Our prayers and condolences to this family we love so much.  You can 
email them at: renguerra@IndigenousMinistries.org.  

Our weekly prayer bulletin is sent out on 
Tuesdays.  To be included in the email blast, 
please sign up on the website, right side, up 
top.  Thank you for engaging in this vital part 
of Indigenous Ministries. Watch our FB page for 
stories on each of these photos.

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  I John 5:14

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  Ephesians 6:18

I call on you, my 
God, for you will 
answer me; turn 
your ear to me 
and hear my 
prayer. 
Psalm 17:6

Pray With Us

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

