
      

October 2017 FOCUS: I.M. EGYPT

Beneath the Nile River’s dark green-blue waters flows a very swift current. On a hazy afternoon, 
we sat mesmerized as boats navigated up and down her beautiful waters. Like the Nile’s 
current, we’re all reminded that time passes by very quickly. It’s been 14 years since IM began 

ministering to national pastors in 
the Middle East; these conferences 
continue to be a good investment 
into their lives and ministry. 
Another IM National Pastors' 
conference was held this month in 
Egypt, in its wake leaving pastors 
blessed, grateful and encouraged. 
A well known Egyptian Christian 
leader said, "John, I see your heart 
to serve and bless our own 
Egyptian Pastors year after year 
and I want to thank you and 
Indigenous Ministries for caring for 
them." (Cont’d on page 4)

Egypt - This month our IM team in Egypt gathered most of the 55 
kids in our Child Sponsorship Program (CSP) together, and we 
celebrated three years of our CSP together!  Donned in new IM 
pink shirts, it was a real joy to see these kids heartily singing and 
sharing memory verses they have been learning. 

God truly has brought this vision together for helping children of 
widows in the Upper Nile region.  As you can imagine, each family 
has its own story of tragedy as fathers have died unexpectedly 
and widows are left alone with a family to raise. But this is a 
ministry of bringing opportunities, education and God’s hope!  You 
are part of this with your prayers, and for our sponsors, you are a 
HUGE part of giving these young people a better life in Christ. 

Egypt Conference Held for 
National Pastors

See page 2 for more 
on Sponsorships  
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Kurds’ Bid for Independence Hits a Wall

 Child Sponsorships - Be a Life Line!

SPONSORING IS EASY! 
Time: 5-10 minutes registration 

Cost:  $39/monthly or $1.30/day 

Where: Upper Nile Egypt 
 Refugee Camps in Iraq  
 Payatas Dumpsite, the Philippines 

You Receive: Your child’s profile with photo, a 
support packet and letters 3 x a year from your 
child.  We encourage our sponsors to write their 
supported kids.  

Online: Sponsor a child today; go to our website, 
www.IndigenousMinistries.org, click “support a 
child.”   

Your church - We’re happy to furnish your 
church leadership with a four week launch 
packet to get your people excited about 
sponsoring kids with IM. This includes 
videos focusing on families whose lives are 
changed as a result of nourishing food 
packets they receive, clothing, medical 
care, school materials, and their kids being 
involved with Scripture memory. 

Cal l Sarah at the office for more 
information: 719-302-3028, or email her at 
sponsorships@indigenousministries.org 

Kurdistan - On September 25, Kurdistan held a referendum in northern Iraq for independence, which, although 
overwhelmingly passed in its own region, was harshly condemned by Iraq, Turkey, Iran and some other world leaders. In 
swift action, Iraq closed Erbil and Sulaymaniyah’s airports to international flights, leaving many relief organizations and our 
own IM office wondering what the future holds. Iraq and Iran announced earlier this month they would hold joint military 
operations on Kurdistan’s northern border. Mid October, one of Iraq’s Vice Presidents, Al Nujaifi, met with Kurdistan 
president Masoud Barzani and agreed to talks between Baghdad and Erbil with Barzani stating he would freeze the results 
of the referendum to see Baghdad recognize and ensure more rights of the Kurdish region.  

How you can pray: Pray for peace in this region; for wisdom, foresight and understanding to prevail in negotiations as 
government leaders meet. Pray for the 3.2+ million refugees, the vast majority depending on international relief for daily 
life. Pray for the Church as it continues to minister the love of Christ through relief aid, food, child sponsorship and 
counseling. Pray for IM’s church planting and child sponsorship ministry teams; like everyone else, they know that another 
civil war could break out at any time and yet are not in a panic…they’re very busy doing a great job in ministry, and we 
greatly love and admire them! Our love, prayers and support as a ministry is a big encouragement to them in these days. 

                   LIFE VEST 
Your care is a life vest to these 
kids and their families in need. 
How? When a child knows she is 
sponsored, grades improve; she 
knows someone cares and is 
praying! A new school outfit and 
backpack is very encouraging, 
and they love memor iz ing 
Scriptures regularly with the team. 

Above, Suzan, a recent young widow looks on 
as her daughter, Mera plays. Her husband 
recently dropped dead of a heart attack at the 
age of 35. We normally accept children at age 
5-15 into the program, but made exceptions for 
her and Goneer on the right, whose father was 
recently killed in a motorcycle accident. With no 
means of support, they are both deeply grateful 
to the Lord and to our sponsors. 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
mailto:sponsorships@indigenousministries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
mailto:sponsorships@indigenousministries.org
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Egypt - We were so privileged to hold 
several meetings in Egypt this month with 
women; Pastors wives, women from local 
churches and a group of Muslim women.  
I’m grateful to Sarah Brannon for helping 
me and sharing with the women. The Lord 
really blessed this time! Special thanks for 
our volunteers in CO and CA who spent 
about 250 hours preparing the crafts!  
The women enjoyed the meetings and 
expressed a deep appreciation for this 
chance to get together sharing in 
fellowship and the Word.  It’s so important 
for women to share our lives and 
experiences and make the time to get 
together! My special thanks to our 
Beautiful Partners who prayed for and 
financially sponsored this vital time of 
ministry in Egypt; God bless you!           
Visit BeautifulInternational.org and 
Beautiful Int’l’s FB page for more. 

Beautiful Int’l Egypt Women’s Conferences 

What is the Egyptian Church contending with? Evangelical Believers live in a predominately Muslim culture which ebbs and flows 
from peaceful daily life and activities to political and religious upheavals that turn violent within hours. In these upheavals, 
Christians deal with terrifying life threats to their families and churches. Although many Christians live in peace with their Islamic 
neighbors, for Muslims who radicalize, attitudes can change quickly. 
One church building we entered still shows marks of fire bombs thrown against her walls only a year ago.  As the outside caught 
fire, neighbors, both Christians and Muslims, rushed in extinguishing the flames. All pastors in Egypt live with economic concerns; 
the Egyptian currency took a nosedive in November 2016 as the Central Bank floated the pound, then in March 2017 with 
Ramadan purchasing, banks loosened their restrictions again hoping the pound would rally; it hasn’t. Having held a rather 
consistent 5-6 pounds to the dollar value for years, now it’s 17.5, meaning almost a triple loss value. This economic pressure is in 
the pew as well, affecting tithing, health and attendance. For some pastors it means finding a second source of income, but this 
isn’t a guarantee of security either; one pastor attending our conference was forced to leave immediately upon arrival as his`duck 
farm suspiciously burned due to a possible electrical shortage.   

How can we make a difference and impact these faithful pastors and churches?

Pray - Jesus gave us many examples of how to pray and to pray consistently in the power of the Holy Spirit. Pray for the pastors 
and their families, for their marriages, pray for their congregations, pray for breaking down of spiritual strongholds, pray for more 
workers in this harvest. Pray for Muslims and nominal Christians to be open to the Gospel. This newsletter and our website are 
designed to provide you many ways to engage in prayer with us each month. 
Join us in a 2018 Prayer Walk - Take your praying to the next level and engage with transformational prayer! 
Consider IM’s Global Church Planting Initiative - IM is involved in church planting, evangelism in Egypt with a great Egyptian 
national team who are working hard serving the Lord here.  Your financial partnership helps us help them. 
Sponsor a child - We focus on helping children of widows, and all the kids and their families in our program have contact with our 
church planting team with a goal of making church attendance available to them. With grades on the rise and better health 
reported for most of the kids, we’re certain the kids are benefiting. 

This young woman we encountered in a 
Cairo Mosque is on a spiritual quest; she 
represents millions of women we continue 
to equip national women to be Christ to. 

Above and below, two different women’s conferences in 
Egypt this month; do you see the new memory wire 
beaded bracelets on their wrists?  That's one of the crafts 
we taught them to make and they LOVED doing this craft 
together!  
We were also invited to share with a group of Muslim 
women (bottom left).  The church opens their doors for a 
neighborhood gathering for the women encouraging them 
as women and mothers.  Sarah spoke on parenting and 
Dee spoke on benefits of good nutrition; they welcomed 
us very warmly. Each group asked when we were 
returning:  Ladies, want to come with me?  - Dee 

http://BeautifulInternational.org
http://BeautifulInternational.org


This year we welcomed 43 Egyptian 
pastors and were specially blessed to 
have a great teaching team from the US: 
Dr. Randy Brannon, Grace Community in 
Madera, CA; Pastor Paul Gleason, 
Montelores Baptist in Lewis, CO; and 
Pastor Steve Hair, Maranatha Bible, Show 
Low, AZ as guest lecturers. Pastor Megdi 
Salib from Egypt and Dr. John Cook, IM 
CEO, also taught. Reda translated and we 
very much appreciated all of his efforts. 

Pastors sang, laughed, cried, prayed and 
poured over the Scriptures together. There 
were times of worship, joy, repentance, 
and burdens were lifted from weary 
shoulders. The fellowship was sweet and 
precious. Messages and lessons were 
deep, encouraging and inspiring. Now 
with everyone gone home, the Nile's swift 
currents remind us that we have today 
and we can invest it only once. 

Thank you for praying for and investing 
with us into the lives of these incredibly 
faithful and courageous men of God here 
in Egypt. We give God the glory for His 
faithfulness and this special week! 

15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 

are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 
regulations.  You may donate online at our 

website or mail a check to the address above.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________ 
Email_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________ 
Phone _______________________________________________

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

   _____ General Fund
    ______ Global Church Planting
    ______ GBC Building Fund
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ Southeast Asia

Refugee Child Sponsorships ____
Backpacks for Refugee Children _____
Refugee Child Trauma Care Kit _____ 

Iraq Refugee Relief Project _____
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Indigenous Ministries Board

Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Dr. Tim Jacobs
Senior Pastor, Compass Church

Peter Church
Retired, Food Service Executive

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance
Jeff Sharda
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Office Manager, Finance & Accounting

Staff

John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 
International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators

Sarah Rieger
Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Nancy Anderson
Administrative Assistant to the CEO

Dennis & Vicki Snyder
Ambassadors 
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Pastors’ Conf in Egypt Encourages, Challenges

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

