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Dear Friends,

Happy Spring! The weather is beginning to warm up here in Colorado Springs, 
although that could change by the time I am done writing this update. It seems that 
each day holds a surprise of what the weather may bring. But the sunshine seems 
to remain, which is a joy.

IRAQ: This month, my heart broke again for the needs of 
the refugees in Iraq as my boss, Dr. John Cook, shared 
an update on one of the families we have been helping 
through our Refugee Child Program in Iraq. Antsar has 
three children, Mario, Mryanna, and Walfi, who are each a 
part of our Refugee Child Sponsorship Program. 

As a result of fleeing from the Islamic State in 2015, her 
husband died of a heart attack. Since then, Antsar has 
been trying to care for her three children alone. Antsar 
has severe and crippling migraines, which make her vomit 
and pass out frequently. She is also experiencing other 
serious health issues because of the stress she is under.

Antsar has been working full-time in the water dept. for the 
government, but has not been paid since Oct. due to the 
economic crisis in Iraq. The food the family has received through our program has 
so far sustained the children, but Antsar has not been eating for some time. That 
night, John and our team took her to the hospital. Mario, her 13 year old son, said 
he would not sleep until his mother returned home well. This is the boy who looked 
at his mother after his father died and said, “I will be the man of the house now.”

I recently spoke with our Child Sponsorship Coordinator in Iraq, and she shared 
with me that Antsar is home from the doc and recovering. Through our generous 
donors, we have provided medicine and more food for the family. Lord willing, 
Antsar will return to full health soon. 

Every camp is filled with families whose stories are very similar to this one. Our 
team is helping as best we can - but still the need continues. Honestly, it often 
feels like we’re attempting to empty the ocean with an eye-dropper. And yet, every 
family we help is one more who is able to receive access to life giving resources; 
both physically and spiritually. 

I have a few requests for you. 1. Please pray with me for this family and others like 
them who struggle daily to survive. 2. Please pray for me as our Child Sponsorship 
Program continues to grow. 3. Please join my personal support team or help with 
my travel funds need. Each day I work to help Antsar and her children and 
hundreds like them. Would you help me help them? I am so thankful for those 
who are standing with me financially and in prayer! I couldn’t minister in this way 
without you! 

God Bless,

Sarah Rieger, Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Personal Support Update: 
Current Monthly Need: 33%  
16 people @ $75/month 
Travel Need: $8,000 for 2018 

67%

33%

 Support Needed
 Supported

Prayer Requests:
  45 more refugee children  

sponsored in Iraq to reach 125
 Full personal support in 2018 - 

only 33% to go!
 Sponsors willing to step forward 
and help meet urgent needs in 

Egypt and the Philippines
Continued growth in the 

sponsorships department
Continued personal growth in my 

walk with the Lord

Donations can be made online at 
www.IndigenousMinistries.org by 

choosing my name in the dropdown 
menu or by mailing a check with a 

note that it’s for my support. 
Thank you!

Ways to follow my 
journey with IM: 

Follow me on Youtube! Search: 
Sarah Rieger, Indigenous Ministries

Follow me on my personal 
ministry page! https://

indigenousministries.donorpages.com
/SarahRieger/SarahRiegername/
Follow IM’s Instagram page! 
https://www.instagram.com/

indigenousministries/

John and our Iraq Staff 
member, Mryanna, praying 

with Anstar and her children.

If you have a prayer request you’d 
like me to be praying for, 
shoot me an email @  

SRieger@IndigenousMinistries.org

PRAISE: 10 more refugee kids 

sponsored since February!
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