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“Now he uses us to spread the knowledge of Christ everywhere like a sweet perfume.”  2 Corinthians 2:14 NLT

March 2018

Grace Bible College Graduation 

India - On March 3, Grace Bible College held its commencement ceremony culminating the 2017-2018 
school year. Despite receiving anonymous security threats, the evening went on without difficulties, and 
350  guests  enjoyed  the  ceremony  which  was  followed  by  a  chicken  biryani  dinner  buffet.  God  has 
answered  so  many  prayers,  bringing us  once  again  to  a  successful  culmination of  a  year of  lectures, 
chapels, exams, meals and teas. Nights out under the stars as the students gathered each evening for 
praise and worship will be remembered fondly by all. 


In April, the students will be engaged in practical ministry in villages, and we ask for your continued 
prayers for them as well as the faculty and staff.  We praise God for those students who have worked 
diligently to complete their studies and ask that God guide and protect each one. Your faithful prayers and 
support the Lord has chosen to bless, and we are deeply grateful to our Indigenous Ministries’ Family. 

Our YouTube Channel Launched! Find us at:
Indigenous Ministries International, Inc.

Next Month:
Update from Resty & Mel, the Philippines
Egypt church plant building project news
Refugee families updates
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry news
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Iraq Relief Aid and Refugee Resettlement Issues

This month as ministry in Iraq continues, the families our teams are serving share their personal 
stories and gratitude; stories of great heartache and frustration. One widow and her three children, 
revealed they were living on the food they were receiving from our child sponsorship program. 
Others share they learned their home is destroyed and wait for the government to help. 

At this time, refugees are in no small struggle with their fate.  Reports state that in the past three 
months, hundreds of thousands of refugees in the Anbar governorate are returning to their districts 
and some to their homes, or what is left of it. Sounds good, doesn’t it? This is false hope. 
Fallujah in Anbar was the first to fall to ISIS in January 2014, and the offensive against ISIS 
concluded in Rawah in November 2017, the last town liberated from ISIS control. Now that major 
military efforts against ISIS are completed, the focus is on resettling millions of internally displaced 
Iraqis.  Sending Syrian refugees home, another topic entirely, remains a dismal prospect at 
present, given the condition of their home government. 

Complicating matters for Iraqi refugees are conditions causing 
many to leave refugee camps prematurely. Some are 
coerced by family and tribal leaders, while others are being 
forced out of camps by the Iraqi government in an attempt to 
resettle refugees. Despite the UN’s Funding Facility for 
Stabilization (FFS) launched in 2015 to provide funding to 
stabilize and rebuild areas previously held by ISIS, the 
consensus is that needs greatly outnumber resources.  These 
conditions have created “re-refugees,” or refugees once again 
without homes, making this crisis even more heartbreaking. 

Safety cannot be guaranteed for families with unexploded 
explosives scattered throughout cities, communities and in 
homes. In surveys, 30% of refugees have no idea of the 
condition of their homes, and those who have information are 
often disappointed to find out their homes are greatly damaged, 
already inhabited by someone else, and their community infrastructure has yet to be rebuilt. 

Another twist in this drama is the ongoing terrifying prospect of neighbors turning each other in 
to be arrested as “ISIS collaborators,” whether true or not. Families have seen their loved ones 
killed as a result.  After enduring so much, the threat of the ISIS state of mind is still very much a 
destructive one.  For those who lived under ISIS control, freedom now is a mixed bowl of cherries, 
and some of the cherries are rotten. 

We cannot overstate the importance of aid families are receiving from our program.  The 
refugees we minister to are receiving some of the most basic food packets and other supplies 
from our program, which help make life more bearable. What we have confirmed, as John and I 
are in Iraq, is that no aid is insignificant. Families living on the edge of existence need the aid and 
spiritual hope given through the Refugee Child Sponsorship Program.  

Thank you for giving to help refugees! Please continue to help with regular generous donations to 
the Iraq Relief Fund. These funds continue to be used to reach out to refugees in the name of 
Christ. Go online and in the Donate drop down, select “Iraq Relief Project.”    - Dee A. Cook
Source: Report from The Danish Refugee Council, Norwegian Refugee Council and International Rescue Committee, Feb. 2018

Refugee families receiving food packets 
last month in northern Iraq
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                 Beautiful International Update 
As I joined John in Iraq this month, I’m amazed at just how vital the time is for us to 
be in this arena. You and I MUST not let this time slip by. This is a time to not shrink 
back from the job and opportunities in front of us to reach out and help women. 
Many national Middle Eastern women are in positions to impact the future of Iraq 
and Syria for good and yet are themselves in need - need of encouraging, need of 
resources, need of prayers and most of all the need to know that their sisters in the 
US care about them!  That is what Beautiful International is doing right now.

There are several projects we are preparing for women in the Middle East this year, 
and I’m asking for your help.  Pray with me for our conferences this month where I’ll 
be speaking; pray especially for the women who are emotionally hurting. Your 
generous donations to Beautiful are vital and are used to help these women. 

Join me this fall ministering to women in Egypt, Iraq or the Philippines. Cost: $3850. 
What could you do? Pray, teach, sing, and help with crafts, you can also bring a 
group with you from your church. 

Seamstresses Needed - Would you like to help with your sewing skills? We’re collecting cotton 
(nice quality) flannel blankets through September to ship into Iraq. Ship them to the Indigenous 
Ministries office address listed on page four. Please send in $4.50/lb to cover cost of shipment 
and handling overseas.  Thank you! - Dee

Baby Blanket Specifics:

Please use good quality flannel, 
and sew each blanket with 1/4” 
hems twice rolled and pressed 
on all 4 sides.  
Size: approx. 40” x 40”

Ladies, get groups together to 
sew and pray over these 
blankets as a ministry in Jesus’ 
name. Thank you for loving the 
precious refugee babies. 

CHURCHES JOIN IN TO HELP REFUGEE CHILDREN
You may have noticed the big energetic enormous goal we have undertaken in the Middle East. With 125 
children enrolled in the Refugee Child Sponsorship Program, 78 are now sponsored. So many have 
responded to this challenge, and we take this moment to express our heart-felt appreciation to you! Each and 
every child in this program are in our hearts, and we thank the Lord for this opportunity to partner with you. 
We continue to reach out to more refugee children, with a goal of 1000 children in the program. Together, 
with God’s help, we will be part of their healing, and also a part of their physical and spiritual journey.  

CHURCHES ARE SPREADING THE WORD:
Churches - both large and small - are getting the word out to see more children sponsored. Sunday school 
classes, Awana groups, youth groups and women’s groups have joined in to help kids. It’s an effective way to 
impact entire families with the Gospel and relief aid.  

WOULD YOU ASK YOUR CHURCH LEADERSHIP TO GET INVOLVED?
Be an ambassador for these kids in your church or group!  All that’s needed is a few minutes in Sunday 
service for four weeks to show a brief video each week explaining the program and sharing the children’s 
stories. There are posters to hang and a table to prepare for the back of the church.

WE PROVIDE EVERYTHING:
We provide the videos, posters, social media posts for your church’s Facebook, bulletin 
inserts and easy to use sign up cards. People can sign up online by scanning this QR code, 
right, to sponsor:    

Once signed up, Sarah will send out the children’s profile cards to new sponsors in your 
church.  Questions?  Feel free to give Sarah a call at 719-302-3028.  

The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation.  
Corrie ten Boom

Scan to sponsor a child



15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 

are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 
regulations.  You may donate online at our 

website or mail a check to the address above.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone _______________________________________________ 

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

      
 General Fund _____

Global Church Planting ____
Refugee Child Trauma Care Kit _____ 

Southeast Asia_____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Indigenous Ministries Board

Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Dr. Tim Jacobs
Senior Pastor, Compass Church

Peter Church
Retired, Food Service Executive

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance

Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Executive Assistant to the CEO

Staff

John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 
International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators

Sarah Rieger
Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Nancy Anderson
Administrative Assistant 

Dennis & Vicki Snyder
Ambassadors 

Rebecca Townsend
Office Assistant
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Why I Sponsor a Refugee Child

I have traveled overseas several times, ministering in 
destitute towns and villages. Every time I go to places like 
this, it makes me realize again how much I truly have. I 
don’t just have the basic necessities of life; I have much 
more. It would grieve me to see children with no shoes, 
and clothes so tattered and torn, they would hardly stay on 
their little bodies. Many of the adults and children I would 
meet had not eaten that day, or the day before. If they had 
eaten, it was usually just one very small meal a day. I saw 
so many that didn’t have the food they need, clean water, 
and other basic needs that we take for granted every day. I 
would always ask myself, “What can I do to help these 
precious people?” “How can I share just even a tiny         
fraction of the blessings God has given me?”

Over the years, I have heard many different presentations on child sponsorships. Being a 
teacher, I am drawn to children, but I had never pursued being a part of a vital partnership 
like this. When I started working at Indigenous Ministries almost a year ago, I learned first 
hand about children that have next to nothing. I saw videos that staff in our office have 
taken of children they have met in Iraq who lost everything when ISIS invaded their home. 
They fled with their lives and the clothes on their back. It has been hard to hear about the 
trauma these children have experienced. 

It feels overwhelming sometimes, because the need in so many places around the world is 
so great. It’s easy to think that we could never make a difference. I realized, though, that I 
could make a difference in one child’s life. I could help make her life better in the midst of 
all the horrible things she has seen and experienced. I can make sure that she eats every 
day. I can make sure that she gets medical attention when she needs it. I can make sure 
that she can go to school and get an education. I can make sure that she hears about the 
love of Jesus. 

Would you consider joining me in making a difference in the life of one child? One by one, 
if many of us take this step of sponsoring a child, the impact grows and grows, and 
together we can make a huge difference in the lives of many children and families. If you 
are like I was, hearing again about sponsoring a child, and feeling the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit to do something, I urge you to give our office a call at 719-302-3028, or visit our 
website at www.IndigenousMinistries.org where you can join our ministry in sponsoring a 
child who really needs your help. Not only will you be a huge blessing in the life of a child, 
but it might surprise you how much you will be blessed as well!  - Nancy Anderson

This is Melesya, the little girl 
                     I sponsor in Iraq

      
 _____ Iraq Relief Project
 ____ Refugee Child Sponsorships
 _____ GBC Student Sponsorships
 _____ Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

