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Year End Greatest Need Fund
As we look to the completion of the year of ministry in 2018, I reflect on all the Lord has allowed us together
to accomplish with a warm and grateful heart. Last month I shared with you some of the highlights of 2018
so far.
The transition from taking our sponsorship program from 125 to close to 400 children and students in our sponsorship
program is really something I am immensely grateful for. It’s a growth point that comes with it’s own challenges as our
staﬀ both here in our Colorado Springs oﬃce and overseas have been stretched to new limits. Yet each time a child,
dad or mom responds to the love of Christ we’re reminded that it’s for this very purpose in this part of history that
we’ve been put in the Harvest together.
I ask you to join me with a fresh walk of faith as we look to the Lord for 2019. The victories of 2018 are all for the Glory of God, but
they belong to this year. As I’ve prayed and asked God for His direction for the upcoming year, I’d like to share some thoughts.:

Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
We are asking the Lord for the largest financial target yet of $130,000 to finish this year and prepare for what He has in store for
2019. I’d like to share with you where these funds are needed, and ask that you prayerfully consider what the Lord may have you be
part of in this campaign.
The year end gifts this year are so important to us as a nonprofit because it enables us both to finish 2018 well and to plan well for
2019 ministry. We call it the “Year End Greatest Need Fund.” Here’s what the year end fund will do:
Colorado Springs oﬃce - This is ground zero for the entire ministry. As the Lord has increased our borders, naturally, our staﬀ
needs have grown, and we’re blessed to have a fantastic, dedicated team! Our full time ministry
staﬀ raise their personal salaries, but we do not require our administrative staﬀ to do so. This year
we’re including a new position and admin needs in our year end number to bring our oﬃce in
better balance for the long run.
Church plant property in Iraq - The Kurdistan government has oﬀered to GIFT four acres to one of
our church plants in Iraq with the agreement that the church pay $40,000. We want to help with
$30,000 and ask that the local church in Iraq raise $10,000.
Van for Refugee Child Sponsorship Program in Iraq - We’ve already raised $15,000 of the $25,000
needed for this van and this will help complete this very important project.
Van for Grace Bible College in India - This $25,000 project will allow the staﬀ to retire an old van
that the government will not allow on the roads after 2018 due to its age. This will transport
students and staﬀ.
Travel funds - In the past we’ve also asked our full time staﬀ to raise their own travel funds in
addition to raising their own salary. We’re changing this policy, as we believe a better use of staﬀ
energies is to invest in the ministry itself as it is rapidly expanding.
Donate online or send a check with “Greatest Need Campaign” in the note area. Thank you for prayerfully engaging with us in this
campaign. It is because of your faithful partnership that we’re able to increase impact in some of the most needful places around
the world. Thank you for all you do; we’re grateful! To God be the Glory.
In Christ,

John

John W. Cook, CEO
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Love is Our Standard
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in
the Law?” Jesus replied, “‘Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.’ This is the ﬁrst and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
MaHhew 22:36-40 NIV

The freedom to vote this month brought to mind the many
incredible opportunities we have in America, especially with the
backdrop of the LACK of these freedoms in places Indigenous
Ministries has a presence. From freedom to worship, to express
religious opinions (even if on Facebook), to carrying a gun or a
Bible, America is still the greatest nation on the earth. Even with
her many flaws, the truth is that refugees, asylum seekers and
immigrants by the millions still look to our shores as the best
sight they could ever lay eyes on.
Understandably, many feel confusion on the subject of
refugees and asylum seekers and many Christians struggle to
respond with a Christ-like balance to what some describe as an
“invasion.” What should our response be? Regardless of
opinions, Scripture points us to Jesus’ radical life.
The pharisee asking the question in the box, left, asked for the
one greatest commandment. He felt safe in the answer he
already knew. But he didn’t expect Jesus to insert personal
responsibility into his answer. But Jesus didn’t even use pain as
the standard, as the Law indicated, but he used love. He spoke
of a very practical yet selfless love.
Our love for God defines how we treat ourselves and our
neighbors. The way we would want our families to be treated if
they were thrust into refugee or asylum seeker status should be
part of what defines our own values and actions. When we put
ourselves in that other person’s shoes (or in a small wooden
boat full of desperate refugees floating away from violence in
Libya), God increases our love and faith to take even the
smallest actions to enact that love to others.

1. Village home in Egypt. 2 and 3, Kids in IM’s
Sponsorship Program, Egypt, making a Christmas craft
for their sponsors last month. 4. John Cook and team
in prayer with Egyptian pastors before a church service.
5. Pastor Sabri, Iraq, distributing a food packet to a
refugee in his church. 6. Matthew was born in a refugee
camp in N. Iraq, has never known peace, and he likes
cats. 7. A GBC student (India) takes a break from her
studies to make a Christmas creche.

We aren’t called to love the whole world, God claimed that job
in John 3:16, but we are called to love those in our path - be
that literally next door, in town or across the seas. Good news:
His box is big enough to deal with our inadequacies, prejudices
and past failures.
According to Jesus, love is our standard. A love that doesn’t
deny ourselves or our neighbors, a love that takes actions
springing from our values and convictions.
This love is the change-agent that crosses all boundaries and
barriers. It’s not guilt-based, but grace-based and let’s face it,
loving God, ourselves and other people can be downright
hard, and messy. Maybe that’s because it works.
- Dee A. Cook

“Change your life. God’s kingdom is here.” Matthew 4:17 MSG
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2018 Christmas Catalogue
This Christmas, give your family and friends gifts that will bless those who are less fortunate and change lives for good.
Our Christmas Catalogue has gifts from $15 to $1200!
Each gift has a suggested donation amount and when you donate online, you will receive an email confirmation with a
gift voucher for you to print and put under the Christmas tree. Maybe you’re missing someone special and want to give a
gift in his or her memory…our little Angel Lamb, new this year to our catalogue, is a loving tribute. Each gift will further
the work of Indigenous Ministries reaching out through our national teams to thousands with the Gospel.

Samples from our ministry Christmas Catalogue:

ANGEL LAMB
Give a gift in memory of someone you love that will help
others. This beautiful little lamb with wings will be shipped
to you and your gift (above the cost of the lamb and
shipping) will go to the ministry. The Lamb plays “Jesus
Loves Me.” Suggested donation: $35

GOAT/SHEEP

Buy a goat for a widow in Egypt to make an income for her family.
Goats and sheep provide excellent milk and cheese. these goats also
multiply quickly. Suggested Donation: $200

BACKPACK BUDDIES

Give a gift of three soft, fuzzy buddies who will be clipped
on refugee kids’ backpacks in Iraq bringing comfort, joy and
smiles to their owners!
Suggested donation: $15

MEDICAL CARE

Give a gift of medical care as the kids in our program have needs.
We will set aside the amount you give in a fund to help meet the
health needs of the kids in our sponsorship programs in Egypt and
Iraq. Suggested donation: $25

Shop at www.IndigenousMinistries.org
Click on the “Christmas Catalogue” Button
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Special Prayer Requests
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org
719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts
are tax deductible as allowed under IRS
regulations. You may donate online at our
website or mail a check to the address above.

Indigenous Ministries Board
Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Would you pray for Reda Khalil and his family,
pictured, left, as they begin their support raising?
They will move to Colorado Springs from Egypt,
in his new position with IM as the Middle East
Communication Liaison. He has worked with IM
overseas for a few years and we thank the Lord
for this new horizon in the Harvest. If you or your
church would like more info on being part of their
support team, please call our office.

Pray for the faculty and staff at Grace Bible College in India as the students
are taking fall exams. Pray for an immediate need of six more sponsors of
GBC students. Pray for the Winter Teaching Module in February; God is
bringing together a wonderful group to travel to teach at this event. There is
room for one more pastor to join us. See below.

Water Systems, Inc.

Email: If you are a child or student sponsor, or have signed up to receive
our updates via email, please be sure to add info@indigenousministries.org
to your address book. Updates to our sponsors go out via email regularly.

Dr. Tim Jacobs

If you would like to receive The Liaison via email, contact our office.

Wayne Schieldt

Senior Pastor, Compass Church

Peter Church
Retired, Food Service Executive

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

To schedule Indigenous Ministries at your church’s missions conference or
for an uplifting presentation on our Child Sponsorship Program in your
church, contact Sarah Rieger at sponsorships@indigenousministries.org.

Finance

2019 Trips - visit our website for more information.
To register, call our office:

Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

February & November 2019: India
September 2019: Egypt

Penny Latham
Executive Assistant to the CEO, Finance
& Accounting

Contact our office for dates and details. Most trips cost $3850 and last 12-14 days.
Accommodations are clean and comfortable and you won’t need to eat spicy food!
We have over 20 years of experience bringing teams overseas with us.

Staff
John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful
International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical
Outreach Coordinators

Sarah Rieger
Executive Assistant for Sponsorships

Star Cochran
Administrative Assistant

Dennis & Vicki Snyder
Ambassadors

Reda Khalil
Middle East Communication Liaison

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________
Email_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________
Phone ________________________________________________
Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO 80921
You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information
Please check the area below you would like to support:
______ Year End Greatest Need Fund
______ Support a National Pastor
______ Grace Bible College, India
______ GBC Student Sponsorships
______ Southeast Asia

Child Sponsorships ____
Iraq Outreach - Van _____
Reda Khalil’s Support _____
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____

