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Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you have heard  
from me, in all the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.   

II Timothy 1:13 (HCSB)  
 

On February 23, Grace Bible College in Central India held its 
15th commencement ceremony with 15 young men and 
women who graduated from the school. Six received their 
Bachelor of Theology, and nine received a certificate in 
Theology. Classes resume through the end of April after 
which students engage in their practical ministries for two 
months. Pray for the graduates as they transition into further 
studies, go into full time ministry or begin working in ministry 
in the business world.  The GBC board, faculty and students 
expressed their heartfelt gratitude to the Lord and to IM’s 
faithful sponsors, board and leadership for their continued 
prayers and financial support. 

Above, graduates kneel during the prayer of dedication; left, most 
of the young men on the left are going into the pastoral ministry.  

Left, top, Gloria, Principal Pramod and wife, Grace’s daughter is 
already serving with Indigenous Ministries at GBC as a valuable 
part of our ministry team. 

See page 2 for an article on the Alumni Meet also held in February. 
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GBC Winter Teaching Module 

Winter Teaching Module:  We were privileged once again to have three lecturers teach at GBC 
this year, Pastor Robert Jones from Louisiana, Pastor Tim Brondyke from Michigan and scientist 
Phil Bairrington from California. Both Robert and Phil were returning lecturers. The students 
enjoyed the lectures immensely; we are deeply grateful to these men for their contribution to GBC.

Above left, Phil taught classes in science, with examples and quizzes aplenty. Above right, Robert taught biblical study 
methods through the valuable lense of a lifetime of ministry experience. Tim taught a class on dealing with difficult people 
in ministry with a biblical perspective and practical insights for different areas of ministry. Very practical indeed. 

GBC Alumni Blog 

GBC Holds First Alumni Meet

Last month 25+ GBC alumni came together for three days just before 
graduation to share with each other, the current students, US guests and the 
faculty and staff, updates in their lives and to share time in prayer and in the 
Word as a group.  Several came from as far as Mumbai.  The fellowship was 
very special and it was very good to hear the wonderful successes as well as 
share in the heartaches they have lived. The students had several open 
forums where they could ask questions of those in the ministry specific 
questions.  Pictured on the left, the alumni received a new GBC mug!

Let’s focus for just one reading minute on three GBC alumni and their 
ministries: Alpesh, class of 2004, has planted 12 churches, and is pastoring 
three, Rajnikant, class of 2004, has planted 17 churches, and is pastoring five, 
and then Ratilal, pictured on the right, class of 2006, who has planted 14 
churches and is pastoring seven. Our alumni are ministering in over 18 tribal 
areas in remote areas of India. Each month, hundreds come to faith in Christ 
as a direct result of the ministry and influence of the training received at Grace 
Bible College.  We give God the glory for His faithfulness in their lives! 

The training of the national continues to be our focus, and we are seeing the 
Lord use these alumni students for the glory of the Lord.  Thank you for 
investing in the lives of the students at GBC both past and present.  We will 
continue to share more updates on our GBC alumni in the months ahead.
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New Van Dedicated at Grace Bible College

India - It was a very special day when the brand new 13 
passenger van, driven by IM CEO John Cook turned into the 
drive and through the gate of the GBC campus.  In a few 
minutes, it was off again, this time full of the boys of the 
school...next it was the girls’ turn (pictured bottom left)...both time 
the students were singing at the top of their voices praise songs! 
We held a special time of prayer and dedication of the van 
together (bottom pic). 

This is an amazing gift from the Lord and from our IM partners 
who generously gave funds last December for this much-needed 
van that will be used to help in the training of young men and 
women at Grace Bible College. Thank you so very much; you 
know who you are, and we praise God together with you and 
with Principal Pramod Tantarpale (pictured left with John Cook 
and academic dean Sanjay Satyawan).   

 

What you need to know about India’s upcoming elections:
“India's general election will take place in seven phases between April and May…Polls to elect a new Lok Sabha, or lower house of 
parliament, will be held from 11 April to 19 May. Votes will be counted on 23 May.  With 900 million eligible voters, India's election will be 
the largest the world has seen.  PM Narendra Modi's ruling BJP will be battling the main opposition Congress and a host of regional 
parties. Leaders of two powerful regional rivals have formed a coalition against the BJP in Uttar Pradesh, India's most populous state, 
and a key bellwether state. The lower house has 543 elected seats and any party or coalition needs a minimum of 272 MPs to form a 
government.” Taken from a March 10, 2019 article written by Soutik Biswas on bbc.com.  

Costs for this election are astronomical, estimated to be as much as $10 billion, compared to the $6.5 billion the US “lavishly” spent in general 
elections in 2016. The dates of this massive election for voting will be: April 11, 18, 23 and 29, May 6, 12 and 19. Congress Party’s leader, Rahul 
Ghandi, the great grandson of India’s first prime minster, Jawaharlal Nehru, and a grandson of the late national leader Indira Gandhi, is promising 
minimum income for 50 million of the poorest…meaning this party is pulling out all the stops to win this election. What’s at stake for Christians? 
The weakening grip of the BJP party has taken some of the heated threats of radical Hinduism to the background.  Adding to the drama is that 
Rahul is caught in the middle of his mother, Sonia’s Italian Catholic heritage and the voices of millions of Indians saying they will not elect a PM 
who is not a Hindu.  He maintains he is a Hindu, but some of his actions suggest otherwise.  

If PM Modi and the BJP get another stronghold in India, Christians have good reason to be concerned.  Threats in the past (and actions) have held 
Christians on a thin thread and India’s Freedom of Religion Acts or “anti-conversion” laws are state-level statutes that have been enacted to 
regulate religious conversions.  The laws are in force in eight out of twenty-nine states: Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Uttarakhand.  

On behalf of Christians, and all faiths in India, please pray for these elections. We suggest you stay current on events in India to pray with wisdom.  
Pray for pastors and leaders, for Godly wisdom and cool heads to prevail with what promises to be very heated times in the next few months. With 
political and real temperatures expected to soar, Christians can be just what we claim to be - Christ followers in both our faith and in actions. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/correspondents/soutikbiswas
http://bbc.com
https://www.ucanews.com/news/india-bars-film-about-indira-gandhis-assassination/71778
https://www.bbc.com/news/correspondents/soutikbiswas
http://bbc.com
https://www.ucanews.com/news/india-bars-film-about-indira-gandhis-assassination/71778
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719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 

are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 
regulations.  You may donate online at our 

website or mail a check to the address above.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ General Fund
    ______ Support a National Pastor
    ______ Grace Bible College, India
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ Southeast Asia

Child Sponsorships ____
Iraq Relief _____

Reda Khalil’s Support _____ 
Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Indigenous Ministries Board

Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance

Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Executive Assistant to the CEO, Finance 

& Accounting

US Staff

John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 

International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 

Outreach Coordinators

Star Cochran
Sponsorship Coordinator

Kay Hawley
Administrative Assistant 

Reda Khalil
Middle East Coordinator 
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Ready to Engage in Sponsoring a Child? 
We have children available in Egypt and refugee kids in Iraq and we’d love to 
wonderful you to this wonderful opportunity.  For $39/month you can truly 
impact a life.  Call our office or visit our website to engage today.

Child Sponsorship Ambassador Training March 31 in Madera, CA 
Dee Cook & Star Cochran will be at Grace Community Church, Madera on 
March 31 training volunteers from a number of area churches on to engaging 
their church and community with helping refugee children in Iraq. 

You have options how you receive your information from IM
We’re as anxious as you are to save paper, so if you want to make a change 
to your preferences, email our office: info@indigenousministries.org and we’ll 
gladly change your profile. 

The Liaison - snail mail or email 
Your receipts - monthly, quarterly, or 1x a year; snail mail or email 

Privacy Information
How we use your information:  Only to communicate with you.  We never 
give, rent or sell any information on our mailing list to anyone.  Ever.  IM’s 
website is a secure website and any donation information is encrypted. 

Annual Backpack & School Supplies Campaign 
Last month we announced the launch of this fundraiser to provide 
backpacks, school supplies, uniform and socks and shoes for all the children 
in our sponsorship programs in Iraq, Egypt and The Philippines. 

This editor made a mistake in last month’s The Liaison. I said the cost was 
$65 per child and the staff pointed out that all totaled, it is $83 and they are 
correct and I apologize!  Any amount sent in for this project will be cheerfully 
used for these children. We are sending letters out and as you read it, it’s our 
prayer that many of us will engage and chip in to help these children.  

Welcome to Reda Khalil, now on staff with Indigenous Ministries in the Colorado 
Springs office! He arrived March 9 and we are thrilled that he is part of the IM 
team. Our prayer is that his family will be able to join him soon from Egypt. 

mailto:info@indigenousministries.org
mailto:info@indigenousministries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

