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“On the first day of the week,  
very early in the morning, the women… 

found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  

but when they entered,  
they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.   

While they were wondering about this,  
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like 

lightning stood beside them… 

“Why do you look for the living amoung the dead? 

He is not here,  
he has risen! ”  

 Luke 24:1-8 NIV 

This is the very essence of who we are as Christians, as Christ-followers; the Creator of the universe sent his own son for my 
sins, for yours. He suffered an unspeakably horrific death. Yet it was all to satisfy his own judgement, his own holiness, his 
requirement for sin’s atonement. All so that we can have a relationship with him and be in his presence for eternity.  

In every place we minister around the world, we reach out with this message of great love and redemption through our 
teams who have been personally transformed by this love just as we have been. Jesus’ words still speak to us through the 
Bible. It took looking into an empty tomb for the women to remember Jesus’ words, which finally made sense to them.  What 
about you? Have you read the Bible for years and yet never took it for yourself?  God is reaching out to you today, my friend.  

This Easter, may you find a renewing season in your faith journey as a Believer!  If, however, you have not accepted what he 
did for your sins on the cross, today would be a perfect day to do so.  Simply confess your sins, accept what he did for you on 
the cross and ask him to be your Savior.  May the Lord bless you.  If you’ve made that decision, please reach out to your 
pastoral team or to us, we’d love to encourage you in your new faith!  He is risen indeed!  
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Rapid Response in the Middle East
Just before I flew to Iraq last month, we held our IM Board Meeting in Colorado. You may remember last month’s Colorado epic snow “Bomb” -
this unusual weather extended our meeting as the board and Dee and I were snowed in together for almost two days at our home.  It allowed us 
more time to talk and pray together seeking the Lord for a wide number of pressure points in both growth and also in effectiveness.


As we were sharing the needs we’re encountering, Craig Miller made the statement, “Are you seeing the growth that the Lord has accomplished 
here?!” We stopped in acknowledgement of God’s faithfulness and the successes His hand has brought on IM, and thanked the Lord… Indigenous 
Ministries has been growing  exponentially.  We are truly in awe of what God is doing and praise Him and thank Him.   

Yet we do have growth pains as we work to respond to situations that go beyond the scope of even the abilities of massive organizations such as 
the U.N. and many global charitable organizations.  For some of these situations, we cannot do anything, but for others, we truly sense that the 
Lord has us strategically positioned for effective response, and we should continue to respond for as long as the Lord opens the doors. 


I remember the story of Mother Teresa bathing a small child who had been left at the door of her orphanage in Calcutta. Several Hindu priests 
laughed at her, “You care for one child, yet there are tens of thousands left to starve.” She turned to them and said, “This is true, but we have saved 
one.” Her next quote also rings in my head, “If you cannot feed 100 children, begin by feeding one.” This rings true to me personally because my 
grandparents also served in Calcutta and knew Mother Teresa; they too lived their lives valuing each and every one the Lord brought to them to help 
in those difficult days. He provided for every need they had.


Exponential growth in the Refugee Child Sponsorship Program.  We began this program in August 2017 
with 10 children. We ended 2018 with 233 children, and all but 10 sponsored. As the program continues to 
expand in 2019, community leaders, as well as the children and their families are responding to the 
practical aid and the gospel. Dozens of families share how our child sponsorship program is making a huge 
impact in their lives and they are hearing of the love of Christ.  They state with tears in their eyes how when 
their children first entered the program, how thin they were as the result of a lack of nutritious food. They 
show me with pride the good scores on report cards from their children’s efforts in school.  This is also as a 
direct result of the funds for backpacks you’ve helped provide.  You are making an incredible difference in 
the lives of children, families and the church. The fruit of our labors is there and God is blessing.


Exponential growth in the church plant.  If you’ve been following our ministry in Kurdistan, northern Iraq, 
you’ll remember that we partner with a local church plant.  We are watching a transformation with this 
church.  Three weeks ago was an incredible step in the life of this church, as three bus loads of Syrian 
refugees arrived at the church - on a Tuesday - they were there to organize into small groups for 
discipleship.  Each person there was as a result of our Child Sponsorship or Iraq Relief!  Not too long 
ago, this was a struggling small church that now cannot fit all the people into the building at one time… 
God is using this ministry - that includes you as you have prayed and given - in partnership to bless this 
church in meeting the needs of both Iraqi and Syrian Refugees…In turn, the pastor and people are 
answering this call in faithfully administering the grace of God to the hurting and the oppressed. Three 
months ago they put two men onto their newly formed board. Then, today, we walked on the land today 
that is being given to the church by the government for a base for our outreach ministry here, Lord willing. 


Rapid Response.  One of the areas that we as a board are praying about is the ability to have resources 
which will allow us to respond to needs rapidly. God has placed us as a ministry in a region of the world that is by it’s nature, volatile.  The political 
and religious winds change in a short period of time, sometimes in hours.  In this short time, tens of thousands of lives are deeply impacted.  


We have teams in place to meet needs on the frontlines; to respond and be the hands and feet of Christ in places where most ministries are not 
able to move about. We’ve  already put in the legwork of four hard years setting logistics up.  We are so blessed to have wonderful team members 
who ministry faithfully. This gives the unique advantage to respond rapidly and effectively.  But we need the resources to back our teams up. They 
can become tired and overwhelmed and need breaks. We must carefully take steps to be even better prepared.  Better prepared for the ongoing 
needs we can plan on, as well as the urgent and emergency needs only God knows are coming.


I wonder if I can ask you something. We as a board and staff are praying for people to help this year and for the next three years over and above 
what they are already giving with a gift of $1,000 per year.  This is for the specific purpose of being ready to respond to the needs we are presented.  


We need 100 families to help us with a gift of $1,000.  Already $15,000 has come into this fund, for which I am enormously grateful. This will enable 
us to respond rapidly to meet the needs of people in areas like north Iraq.  It will also assist us in the Colorado Springs office to fund the salaries of 
people who are so very vital to facilitate Indigenous Ministries’s effective and rapid responses. 


Would you be willing to pray with us to meet this need?  I am asking you to join with us in partnering for a $1,000 gift.  Giving $250 per quarter 
may be more convenient for you.  I would be so appreciative as you give any amount you feel the Lord is leading you to engage with. 


If you could help us with a gift of $1,000 in the Rapid Response Fund how thankful we would be, first to the Lord and then to you.  God is calling 
refugees to Himself at this time in history in the Middle East and I know He’s using us together to accomplish this.  Maybe you’d like to invest your 
tax return into something that will bring eternal dividends.  Or maybe this will be a step of faith on your part in other ways.  


To respond to this need, please visit our website, IndigenousMinistries.org and in the Donate link to the right, click on the “Rapid Response Fund.” 
Thank you for your prayers and financial gifts that have brought us to this point.  We could not be here without you.  May the Lord bless you. You 
are turning hearts to the Lord of Hosts, who watches over them day and night, and who responds and answers them when they call.


God bless you,

John 
John W. Cook

CEO


John & one of our refugee boys in 
our program outside of Mosul, Iraq

http://IndigenousMinistries.org
http://IndigenousMinistries.org
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One Sponsor Letter + Refugee Kid = Beeeg Smile!

 

Thank you for the letters! Keep ‘em coming! These pics are 
from April 15 as our team handed out letters to the kids from 
their sponsor in a refugee camp in Erbil.  Three smiles and 
one who was shy (below rt)…that’s okay too! Please email a 
letter today (bonus: it’s free) to your child via Star to: 
sponsorships@indigenousministries.org. 

Update on the children now enrolled in Iraq:

Total # of refugee kids in the program:   486
 # of  children sponsored:           275

 # of kids available for sponsorship:       211

Sponsor a child today 
online for $39/month 

Volunteering Just Got Easier! 
How’d you like to help a bunch of refugee kids? 

It’s incredibly easy and free! For just a few hours’ work, you’ll be 
amazed at the impact you will make. It’s called our Refugee Child 
Sponsorship Ambassador (CSA) Program. We have everything you need 
online and in a kit. You’ll need your church leadership’s approval, a table 
and two other volunteers to help you.

Last month we launched our Refugee Child Sponsorship Ambassador 
Program at Grace Community Church in Madera, CA and they saw 15 more 
children sponsored!  Pictured, right, is the team  Star and Dee trained on 
March 31. Great job, Grace Team!!

Email our office today and we’ll get you started. Watch for Indigenous 
Ministries’ Child Sponsorship Ambassador training events in your area.  
Every day counts for these waiting children.

Hey, what’s the difference between Indigenous Ministries and the 
big sponsoring agencies, anyways? Good question…First, we’re 
thrilled if an agency is truly helping kids - so many are in need! 
But here’s a few things that do set us apart:

First: our kids in Iraq are all refugees and no other organization is 
sponsoring refugee children in Iraq that we know of,  secondly, we 
work  through  our  local  churches  affiliated  with  Indigenous 
Ministries,  thirdly,  our  program is  relationship  based.  In  this 
relationship, our teams are able to help take care of the physical 
needs  of  the  children  and  families  and  share  the  Hope  of  the 
Gospel. Fourth, our staff working with kids in Iraq are refugees.  

L-R, Rod, Dee, Geoff, Caleb, Cathy, Jerry & Nick.
Front , Doreen, Tammy, Star, Pat, Richelle & Robin

Next month:  Update from Resty and Mel in the Philippines on the inauguration of the brand new six classrooms built at the 
Promise Land Christian School, and the Dental and Medical Clinics held.  We’re rejoicing with Resty and Mel as lives were 
impacted physically and patients were given opportunities to be prayed for and to hear the gospel.  

mailto:sponsorships@indigenousministries.org
mailto:sponsorships@indigenousministries.org


15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3), all gifts 

are tax deductible as allowed under IRS 
regulations.  You may donate online at our 

website or mail a check to the address above.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921                             

You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ Rapid Response Fund
    ______ Support a National Pastor
    ______ Grace Bible College, India
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ Southeast Asia

Child Sponsorships ____
Reda Khalil’s Support _____ 

Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____
Backpack/School Supplies _____

I want to volunteer w/child sponsorships _____  

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Indigenous Ministries Board

Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Finance

Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation

Penny Latham
Executive Assistant to the CEO, Finance 

& Accounting

US Staff

John W. Cook
CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 

International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 

Outreach Coordinators

Star Cochran
Sponsorship Coordinator

Kay Hawley
Administrative Assistant 

Reda Khalil
Middle East Coordinator 
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Annual Backpack & School 
Supplies Campaign 

We are in the middle of our very special annual fundraiser that 
provides backpacks, school supplies, uniform and socks and 
shoes for all the children in our sponsorship programs in Iraq, 
Egypt and the Philippines. 

The total cost for each child (backpack fully supplied, school 
uniform, shoes and socks) is $83. Whether or not you sponsor a child, please consider a 
generous gift for this very worthy cause.  

Any amount sent in for this project will be cheerfully used for these children! We’d like to get all 
the funds in before July 20. Questions? Contact Star 719-302-3028. VBS season is right around 
the corner…each year a number of churches engage; we’d love to include your church!

Fall 2019 & Winter 2020 
Ministry Trips Sign Up

Iraq/Egypt Vision Trip & sponsors meet their 
kids, Sept 2019.  A wonderful opportunity to 
engage with our Child Sponsorship ministry teams 
& meet your child! (hurry, this trip is almost full!)

Egypt National Pastors’ Conference & Prayer 
Walk, Sept 2019.  Pastors, register now for this rich opportunity to share with frontline 
national pastors in Egypt. Engage and pray with these men on the Mediterranean. 

Philippines National Pastors’ Conf., Women’s Conferences, Vision Trip & 
sponsors meet their kids, October 2019.  Pastors, another dynamic one of a kind 
opportunity to meet and share with incredible national pastors!  We will also have a 
very special women’s conference on during this time; ladies, don’t miss this! 

Grace Bible College Winter Teaching Module and Graduation, Women’s 
Conference, Vision Trip & sponsors meet their students. February 2020.  Pastors 
& Bible teachers, don’t wait to get your name in…this is a very popular trip. You’ll 
meet the students & faculty & experience a dynamic week of pouring into their lives.  
Sponsor, meet your student! Ladies, join Dee at an exciting women’s conference. 

Most trips are 12-14 days and cost $3850, 18+ years older please. 
Call the office for dates and details. 

Dee in 2016 with one explorer and one 
princess proudly showing off their new 
backpacks! We’ve been helping refugee 
kids with new backpacks since 2015. 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

