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MISSILES FLEW OVER OUR OFFICE IN IRAQ.  On January 8, Iran launched several missiles at Iraq in retaliation for the killing of 
General Qasem Soleimani, Iran's most powerful military commander, earlier in the month. Several flew over the area where one of our 
offices in Iraq is located. All our staff and those in the Child Sponsorship Program are safe. While initially there were no reported 
fatalities or injuries among US groups or Iraqis, since our first edition of this month’s newsletter was released, US military 
spokespersons have said that as many as 50 US service members have since been diagnosed with traumatic brain injuries.  

The last several months have been progressively staggering to see what is taking place in both Iraq and Iran. In the Fall of 2019, 
banners and flags were raised over houses and mosques in Iraq about a coming conflict between the populace of Iraq and the various 
militias represented in the country. With great concern, my wife and I traveled our way through checkpoints and listened as several 
commanders made the statement that it was not safe to be there.  The political climate in Iraq continues to be volatile and uncertain, 
greatly affecting the people. 

What most do not know is that with the fluid situation ISIS created, it has given various factions an opportunity to move into places that 
were previously held in Christian cities and villages, to take homes that were abandoned or even sold to Shia militias or a militia 
supported by Iran military. In one city near Mosul, the populous that was once 100% Christian has been adversely transformed to 60% 
Shia Muslim or Iranian backed. This has led to a new level of persecution against the Christians as our friends are endeavoring to stay 
true to the Faith. Of course ISIS is Sunni Muslim and there is extreme animosity between the two sects of Islam.  For over a thousand 
years blood has been shed between the two sects with extreme insistence that one or the other must be followed and death is their 
ultimate goal of their enemy, the opposing sect. But the common goal they have held is the eradication of Christians from Iraq.

The protests in Baghdad against a corruption in the government in Iraq is etched in my mind.  The young people protesting in Baghdad 
who stood unarmed has probably one of the most courageous things I've seen. Young men and women asking for clean water a better 
economy better jobs and a better life standing against armed military. Iraq is the second largest oil producing country in the world with 
revenues of approximately $264 million in oil sales per day. This money has not benefited the Iraqi people. Many times, in recent 
protests, tear gas canisters have been aimed at a protestor’s head, killing those who were hit by them. I have a photo of a 15 year old 
boy who was shot through the heart, on his knees, at the last moments of his life looking at men who were supposedly the army of 
Iraq, who had just ended his life. In Basra, the water is so polluted that the water comes out grey with a white foam and you can 
actually light the fumes that emit from the water.

What you are seeing in the news with Iraqis demanding the US leave Iraq does not represent the heart of the Iraqi people. In fact there 
is only a marginal amount of Iraqis who want the US to leave.

In all of this, we have the missile strike and the tragedy of the Ukrainian airline going down on January 8. With the show of force that  
the US displayed to the Iranian government, a number of things to keep in mind that are not being revealed (Cont’d on page 2)         

On page two and 
three enjoy these 
special pictures from 
the Christmas parties 
you helped happen in 
the Middle East! 

Year End Campaign Update 
First of all I am so grateful to each one of you for being part of helping us meet a goal. The year 
end campaign raised a total of $63,000. We are so very grateful to the Lord for what the He has 
provided through each of you, and we will trust Him for meeting the needs that we have. Thank 
you for your efforts in assisting us reach this milestone!   - John Cook, CEO

A Blessed 2020!

Christmas for the Children
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Christmas Parties in Egypt 

Thank you to our Indigenous Ministries family who so generously gave so that the children in Egypt 
and Iraq in IM’s Child Sponsorship Program might enjoy a special Christmas.  The children look 
forward to these events all year long and these events bring the families together with staff.  

Christmas is a precious time to share the Gospel; God’s greatest gift of his son, Jesus Christ, to a 
lost and hurting world. Christmas celebration in the Middle East is a tradition culminating on 
January 7 for many orthodox, or “background” Christians.  You helped our teams give joy and the 
gospel to hundreds of families in Iraq and Egypt. Thank you!

Food, music, guests and gifts marked these very special parties and you helped bring it about.  In 
2020, we are asking the Lord for more of children to be sponsored in order that we might be the 
hands and feet of Jesus to their families.  You can visit our website to begin a sponsorship, or use 
the form on page four.  Sponsorships are $39/month.  
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Christmas Parties in Iraq 

Throughout Iraq in December, many children had a wonderful Christmas because of our amazing 
teams there and in Colorado Springs, and because of our gracious sponsors here in the US! All this 
was happening in the middle of the Iraqi revolution...we love and admire our ministry teams who are 
doing a great job of keeping the kids focused on God, standing together in the storm, and having fun! 
Below are a sampling of pics from some of these celebrations honoring the birth of Jesus Christ.  You 
can find videos of these special times on our YouTube channel:  Indigenous Ministries International. 

(Cont’d from page 1) via the US mainstream media. When the missiles (17-22) were launched against targets in Iraq at various 
places that the US operates from, that night at least one missile flew over one of our two offices in Iraq. The good news is that there 
was no loss of life.  One was reported to have a can of Coke in the payload. With the Ukrainian airliner being confirmed shot down 
by Iran, we are seeing behind the veil of a fear and now respect of the United States.

If there was ever a time to be available in reaching Iraq and Iran for Christ, I think the time is now. We are positioned correctly to 
make an impact for the Lord. With our outreach through the believers and churches through our child sponsorships we are seeing 
people won to Christ heart and soul. The Lord is using people like yourself to assist people in coming to know the Lord as their 
personal Savior. Time is of the essence in caring for these people and building relationships with them and sharing with them the 
only hope that we have. The Lord Jesus Christ is coming soon. In 2020, would you help us share with the people of Iraq the Hope 
found in Christ?  Your financial gifts make it possible for us to continue to minister in Iraq.         - John Cook, CEO



15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax 
deductible as allowed under IRS regulations.  
Donate online securely on our website or mail a 
check to the address above.

We use 81% of gifts for program expenses, 13% 
administrative and 6% fundraising. However, 85% of 
monies given to Child Sponsorships go overseas to 
directly help children. 

Guidestar/Candid has rated Indigenous Ministries  
Gold in 2019 for financial transparency. 

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ General Fund
    ______ Grace Bible College, India
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ South East Asia Ministry

Child Sponsorships ____
Reda Khalil’s Support _____ 

Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____
Other ________________________

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt & India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Richard Carroll

IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Anthony Stratton, Colonel 
Alaska Air National Guard

Finance
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation, 

Financial Consultant 

US Staff
John W. Cook

CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 

International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 

Outreach Coordinators

Star Cochran
Sponsorship Coordinator and Accounting

Melanie DeSoto
Financial Administrative Assistant 

Reda Khalil
Middle East Coordinator 

Samira Gad
Volunteer Office Assistant 
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What Makes Indigenous Ministries’ Role With Nationals Unique? 
With a passion to see people drawn to the Lord Jesus Christ and then to live in a growing relationship 
with him, what are the unique contributing factors that are bringing this outcome through IM?

1. Nationals are naturals at reaching their own peoples. There are many places that are almost 
impossible for the westerners to get into. The nationals are the perfect people to serve their own people, 
because they know the language, culture, traditions and know how to survive in very difficult situations. 
They also feel the pain and the problems better in their communities. For security reasons, nationals can 
go anywhere in their own country without being noticed and watched as a westerner.  The cost of 
supporting a national is approximately 10% of the cost of a western missionary. 
2. Building relationships and friendships. Because nationals are tribe and family oriented, building good 
relationships is easier and can open a great door to share the Good News and win them to God. 
3. Taking care of the children’s physical, spiritual, educational and emotional needs.  We minister with 
food bags, medical care, visits, school backpacks, Bible camps and youth meetings which God is using 
to transform the lives of the children.
4. Targeting the whole family not only the child.  While the community around them shows hate, greed 
and war, we come alongside with love, care and giving and help them join the local church and in some 
cases, even provide for transportation from and to the church, The testimonies from the children and 
their families are amazed at how God answers their prayers. This really impacts and changes their lives 
to know that there are people far away who are caring, loving, praying and helping them even if they 
don’t know them personally.
5.  Helping the children to be a good citizens to change their own country.  Many nationals hate their 
community; IM is planting in them to be a blessing to their community and change themselves and 
others to help build their countries because they are the leaders of the future.
6.  Standing with Believers.  Through child sponsorships, Bible college training, Pastors’ conferences 
and Women’s ministry, IM is training, empowering, encouraging and showing Believers in the Middle 
East which are under persecution and serve in very and dangerous places, that they are not forsaken by 
their brothers and sisters in the West.
7. The relationship between the local church. IM has built partnerships and coming alongside them not 
controlling and overseeing. IM respects their ways of worship, teaching, traditions and cultures, IM is 
working through the local churches and encouraging the families in our program to join the local church.
8. IM respects the local authorities in these countries and works in the 
light with their permissions through our NGO’s, IM respects the laws and 
rules in each country.
9. IM is helping the young people who are getting older and departing 
our programs with vocational training so they can provide for their 
families.  Some of these young people in Egypt are helping IM through 
visitations and encouraging the younger children in our program.
10. After training at Grace Bible College in India, the students reach back 
into their own communities to reach their own people for Christ.               

- Reda Khalil, Indigenous Ministries Middle East Coordinator, 
contributed to this article John Cook, Indigenous Ministries CEO & 

Reda Khalil in Egypt September 2019
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