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2020 Annual Backpack/School Supplies 
Fundraiser 

COVID-19 could bring more darkness by stopping education to children, but we 
are pushing back by raising funds to buy backpacks, school supplies and 
uniforms for refugees and other needy children in the Middle East. These kids 
can’t learn online without computers, so they must prepare to go back to 
classes. You easily can make a difference in a needy child’s life. Join us!@

Cost for the gift of education: $85/child
(Backpack, school supplies & uniform)

Any amount helps! Goal: $70,000; amount raised so far: $8,104.  Thank you to 
each of you who have given to this worthy project. Would you help us get to 
$20,000 by July 1.  To donate, visit our website or use the response card on 
page four.

Pushing Back Against the Darkness

This month we’re pushing back the darkness 
and fear the world is experiencing through 
COVID-19’s grip.   

Left, our boys in the Egypt Child Sponsorship 
Program had fun trying on the masks 
provided in their family’s monthly food 
packet.  Meanwhile as much of Egypt and 
the Middle East remains on lockdown, 
ministry continues. Join us in this issue as we 
look at getting beyond fear and not just 
stumbling into the future, but reaching for the 
future God has in store beyond dark days. 

Mariam and Majeda model their backpacks
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After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:  “Moses my 
servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am 
about to give to them—to the Israelites.  I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised 

Moses… No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.   Joshua 1:1-5 NIV

Pushing Back Against the Darkness…Prime Minister Winston Churchill led 
England through World War II’s turmoil of darkness, evil, fear and terror that 
surrounded England. A uniquely skilled leader, he turned England’s focus 
from fear into action; “Let our advance worrying become advance thinking 
and planning.” 

What does God see in these days of COVID-19, riots, isolation and fear?  He sees the same neediness he’s witnessed 
in men and women from the days of Adam and Eve. The exposed truth in our hearts of varying degrees of loneliness, 
frustration and fear, yet he also sees faith and courage.  If you’re struggling, even in isolation or illness, he’s right 
there with you, standing as your strength between you and the darkness you may be facing.  

Joshua had spent years in training for the moment God made him the leader of the Hebrews after Moses’ death.  
God knew what was ahead, yet he had chosen and prepared Joshua for this next immense challenge.  The similarities of 
Joshua’s journey and ours are not too far off;  he faced unbelievable odds and fears, and we do too.  We’ve been told 
COVID-19 will return…a great darkness looming for many of us. But Joshua was also privileged to know God’s promise 
of his presence and his success.  We do too.  God will never leave or forsake us. How has God prepared you for this 
unusual crisis?  Can you see his hand in your life even in this darkness? Joshua took courage from God’s promises and as 
a result took on the task ahead of him.  

Countless millions in the world are living in need; they not able to receive stimulus 
checks or good medical care should they contract COVID-19 or any other illnesses, but 
most of us are. Many live in a spiritual darkness that has been brought to new light.  

As the cost of this pandemic has hit home to our nation, cities, churches, our families 
and this ministry, the weariness of it all has settled in. But if we have God’s presence 
and promises, shouldn’t this be the time we push back against the despair, division and 
isolation?  Should we not stand up for the weak, and sick, help widows and orphans in 
their distress? If not us, who?  If not now, when?  

Because of Joshua’s faith and courage, the Hebrews responded to his leadership and accepted the challenge of their 
journey into Canaan without fear of failure. God told them over and over, “do not fear, don’t be dismayed, don’t 
tremble…” Fear of failure or, COVID-10, in our case, has pushed its way into many of our hearts…and gained a 
stronghold.  

God has you right where you are for a reason.  He is with you; he will not leave you nor forsake you in your time of 
need. He already has the courage you need ready and waiting.  

At Indigenous Ministries we firmly believe God has us right where he wants us…standing together with you and with 
many thousands of the most needy in areas of deep turmoil.  He will continue to be our great strength and shield. 
Thank you for your partnership in these days.  May the Lord bless you.        

Without courage, 
all other virtues 

lose their 
meaning.               

- Winston Churchill
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COVID-19’S IMPACT ON REFUGEES IN N. IRAQ

SPONSORS URGENTLY NEEDED 
SPONSORSHIPS - Over the past month, we’ve received your heart-warming responses to the 
request for more sponsors…six children have been sponsored. Thank you so much for the love, 
prayers and action.  

We continue to ask for help as the need is enormous and urgent; we are asking for help to get 
154 children sponsored immediately.  Would you help?  You can be guaranteed that you will help 
change the life of a boy or girl with your prayers and financial help of $39 a month. Your child 
and family will receive regular food - which is significant need right now.  To sponsor, simply visit 
our website, indigenousministries.org or call our office. 

GIVING FOOD - Until the economic impact of COVID-19 lessens, as we’ve mentioned 
throughout this newsletter, food for refugees and others in great need in the Middle East is the 

most urgent physical need.  Your gift to the Rapid Response Fund in any amount is used to help families in desperate need. In 
May, $6624 was given and hundreds of family have received help.  We will continue to help as resources come in. Thank you! 

On June 15, the girls’ (left) 
father came to our office and 
began crying as he gently 
asked… ”please, please take 
my children into your 
program.  We have nothing, I 
need food to give my family.”  
Every week our office in Erbil, 
Kurdistan, receives dozens of 
phone calls and visits like 
this.  With no jobs and an 
economic shutdown the 
affects of COVID-19 are 
devastating to refugees. Thank 
you to our amazing sponsors 
who are already helping!! 

We’re pushing back the darkness of COVID-19!  Won’t you join us?  
* Pray - for our teams, for the refugees they minister to, for wisdom and resources to respond well. We’re so 

grateful for your prayers and truly depend on them! God continues to answer prayers;  we give him the glory!

* Give food - our Rapid Response Fund is a great way to ensure your monies reach those in need of food.   
We use local grocery stores overseas where the needy are, helping give local jobs a boost, and buy food at 
wholesale prices for the need.  No large organization or government touches the funds.  

* Sponsor a child for $39/month, or if you don’t want the month to month bother, a year’s sponsorship is 
$468, or we welcome one time gifts to IM’s Sponsor a Child program!  We’re delighted with any gifts!

http://indigenousministries.org
http://indigenousministries.org


Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), 
all gifts are tax deductible as allowed 
under IRS regulations.  Donate 
online securely on our website or 
mail a check to the address above.

We use 81% of gifts for program 
expenses, 13% administrative and 
6% fundraising.

G u i d e s t a r / C a n d i d h a s r a t e d 
Indigenous Ministries  Gold in 2019 
for financial transparency. 

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________ 
Email_________________________________________________
Address  ______________________________________________
City ________________________State  ______ Zip ___________ 
Phone  _______________________________________________

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921 
                  You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information
 
    ______ Rapid Response Fund
    ______ Backpack/School Supplies Fundraiser
    ______ I want to sponsor a child!
    ______ Grace Bible College, India
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships

Global Church Planting Initiative _____
Child Sponsorships _____

Reda Khalil’s Support _____ 
Beautiful Women’s Ministry _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Offices in:  
Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt & India


Indigenous Ministries Board 

Richard Carroll

IBM Management, Retired


Wayne Schieldt

Water Systems, Inc.


Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church


Anthony Stratton, Colonel 
Alaska Air National Guard, Wing 
Commander 


Finance 
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation, 	  
& Financial Consultant 

Clay Glassford, Bookkeeper


US Staff 
John W. Cook, CEO


Dee A. Cook

Donor Relations, Beautiful 
International Women’s Ministry,  
Editor, The Liaison


Resty & Mel Enguerra

Southeast Asia Project and Medical 
Outreach Coordinators


Star Cochran

Sponsorship Coordinator and 
Accounting


Reda Khalil

Middle East Coordinator 
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15455 Gleneagle Drive, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Some Good News!
EGYPT TEAM HOLDS ONLINE 

CHURCH SERVICES 

As Reda Khalil shared in his article 
last month, COVID-19 has been 
having a profound af fect on 
Christians and Muslims alike in 
Egypt. IM's Egyptian church planting 
pastors and teams continue to hold 
online church services and visit 
families in their communities - with 
PPE of course. Thank you for 
praying for the ministry in Egypt. 

GRACE BIBLE COLLEGE SET TO RESUME CLASSES 

Central India - Grace Bible College, which normally begins its 
school year the first week in July, is planning on opening its 
2020-21semester in August, as India reopens after COVID-19 
lockdowns throughout this massive country.  Next month we will 
be featuring an update on GBC’s application for accreditation, 
which we are incredibly excited to share with you! Please pray for 
Principal Pramod and the faculty and staff and students. John Cook sharing in 

Chapel service at 
GBC in February

Pastor Madji preaching 
a morning message 

online
A young man leads worship for 

online services in Egypt

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

