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FOOD REACHES REFUGEES;
RACE AGAINST TIME FOR COVID-19 HIT FAMILIES
A word from CEO John Cook - Food is reaching refugees, but the those most exposed to COVID-19’s health
and economic fallout will face unprecedented hardships in months to come. COVID-19 has taken a parade of
Who’s Who very much by surprise including presidents, lawmakers and health organizations revealing a
staggering level of unpreparedness. As we try to fathom the eﬀects and impact of the COVID-19 virus, only
One has not been surprised by this crisis: God is in control even over COVID-19!
Before I share about the ministry, how are you and your family doing? I pray the Lord encourages and
strengthens
you, that your needs are being met, and you’re leaning closer to the Lord and loved ones.
The once-beautiful Syrian city of Homs destroyed due to the Syrian Civil War
Photo used by permission taken in 2019

As diﬃcult as this crisis is, I want you to know that just by your participation with Indigenous Ministries with
prayers and financial gifts, you have been making an impact in the lives of thousands of people in places hit
very hard by this pandemic. This month we’re sharing updates with you on food reaching refugees in the
midst of COVID-19’s fallout, which I believe is just beginning. We are in a race against time.
My heart has been especially concerned for those we minister to who already live in poverty. The weakened,
abused and forgotten. God has given us a special ability to be His hands and feet to them. The first question
on many of their hearts is, “will you leave us now?” No, we won’t, because we are confident we are right
where God has us for His purposes. (Cont’d on page 2)

Annual Backpack/School
Supplies Fundraiser
The opportunity is back for a limited
time to help thousands of children in
the Middle East and the Philippines go
to school (and stay there!) with supplies
and uniforms they need through our
Annual Backpack/School Supplies
Fundraiser. Please help give these
kids hope after COVID-19 with an
education and give generously!

Cost for the gift of education:
$85/child
(Backpack, school supplies & uniform)
Churches, this is a great cause for your Awana or
Sunday School classes to raise money for! Last year
kids in the US raised thousands of dollars for this cause
and really made a difference for eager young scholars!
Majid really packs a lot of books in his backpack! He
received his backpack & uniform from you last year

Donate on www.indigenousministries.org or use
the form on page 4 when mailing your check.

Miriam and Majeda are shown modeling their school
uniforms & backpacks they received from you last year
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(Cont’d from page 1) What’s particularly tough is that refugees who were just beginning to get on their feet
have been knocked down once again as the shattered global economies and shelter in place orders which
have brought a the lockdown of laborers has stripped away their daily wages.
Certainly news EVERYWHERE seems most grim. At this point, we simply cannot digest more bad news. We
need to know SOMETHING besides COVID-19 is at work. God is at work! His people are too.
So let me share with you GOOD NEWS!! HOPEFUL news that means we together CAN and ARE making a
global impact sharing Christ, and assisting people literally on the ragged edge of survival. Because of your
giving, because of your CARING HEART, you’re bringing a measure of comfort which is not lost on the
families in our program.
Additionally, this month, because of your gifts to our Rapid Response Fund, EVEN MORE families have had
food; again, these are the families extremely challenged in this crisis. But with the clock ticking, and families
not able to work, the need to get food into the right hands grows by the hour.
Families also received additional soaps and cleaning resources included in distributions which has helped
with cleaner hands and homes against COVID-19.
Are you sponsoring a child (or children)? If so, you are on the front lines with our teams helping the
vulnerable deal once again with catastrophic events. Because of your faithfulness in sponsoring your child,
these families have received food this month.
This has eased the burden of many both those in our “Sponsor a Child” program and one time gifts to
families who have been waiting to be sponsored.

NEWS FROM THE FRONTLINES
US team in the Colorado Springs home office:
We’ve all been working from home, having online meetings and checking into the office weekly. Reda and
Samira and family are well - we are waiting on his R-1 visa renewal and ask for your prayers, as these US
government offices are closed. Star and her family are keeping busy and healthy. Melanie and her family will
have a new baby soon, and she has decided to be a stay at home mom for this season of her life, so this
month we say farewell. We will really miss her! Dee and John are well, and keeping busy with tracking family,
staying healthy and monitoring overseas teams. They evacuated out of Iraq on Friday, March 13, just hours
before all roads closed. God is good. Looking to reach our team? We’d love to receive your email at
info@indigenousministries.org or call the office, 719-302-3028.

EGYPT team:
Although two of our pastors battled upper respiratory illnesses last month,
they are better now. Actually John contracted that same illness (whatever it
was) while in Egypt in March, recovered from it while he and Dee were in
Iraq. The villages IM teams work with in Egypt are still on lockdown. Seems
it has prevented a lot of people contracting COVID19, but case numbers are
hard to come by. From what our teams know to this point, the children and
mothers in the child sponsorship program and in the churches there are well.
This month our teams in Egypt were able to give larger amounts of food
including additional home cleaning supplies, and a laminated sheet, pictured
left, with hand washing tips for health. Great idea, team!
The response has been very heart warming as the mothers shared how
much they appreciated the care of the families who sponsor their children.
Our teams have been praying with many, and shared that they are seeing
people coming to faith in Christ during this challenging and unsettling time.
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IRAQ team:
Our Kurdistan teams have been in lockdown since early March when John and Dee
were there. The lockdown was lifted for US NGOS (non government organizations like
IM) April 18 and the team is back in Indigenous Ministries’ office! That’s a real praise.
We’re so glad everyone is healthy.
Pictures on the left: All three of IM’s teams in Iraq were able to hold food distributions
for refugees this month, two of which were regularly scheduled; one was because of
generous gifts to the Rapid Response Fund. Thank you, donors!Your gifts allowed us to
send in $3000 in April for additional food.
The impact you are having in the lives of these children is building a life long memory of
God’s love and care. These families are severely impacted and are extremely grateful
for the aid. Thank you, IM team Iraq!
The overall refugee situation, however, continues to be grim with lack of money to buy
food. John has been asked by our team and gov’t officials in northern Iraq to help Syrian
and Iraqi refugees (YouTube: https://youtu.be/glIgQwMeHpM).
With a goal of raising $12,000 in May, donations given to the Rapid Response
Fund will go towards this purpose. What sets IM apart: Funds go directly to the need
(not through larger organizations) and are fully accounted for. IM operates in
cooperation with the Kurdish government as a registered NGO (non-government
organization). IM teams are all local and can respond quickly to needs.
Our Baghdad team is also working with refugees who are in great need in the south.
They have also held a food distribution this month. Maryam reports that the children are
calling her saying they really miss the children’s meetings and asking when they can
start coming to church again.

PHILIPPINES team:
Resty and Mel Enguerra returned to the US several months ago in a permanent move
home. They will travel back and forth to manage the work there, as much of the work is
being handled by the team there. We’re thankful for God’s timing!
The children were all sent home and the school is closed. Philippines, as India, is on a
particularly strict lockdown. Read their newsletter at indigenousministries.org.

INDIA team:

As the warnings over COVID-19 started to go out over the Indian countryside in
March, Prime Minister Modi announced that a travel lockdown was being considered
along with the decision to close all schools and colleges. With two weeks’ preparation
time, the 1st and 2nd year GBC students were immediately sent home. The third year
students stayed on campus to complete their exams.
When the travel ban was put into place on March 25, within three hours all mass
transportation and businesses screeched to a massive halt causing an absolute
national panic. Millions of people were stranded along with our GBC third year
students. Fast forward a few weeks, and Principal Pramod reports the students and
staﬀ are doing well sheltering, or rather, sweltering in place; it’s hot in India!
The ministry has been on standby as GBC as a possible quarantine ward if the
pandemic deepens, also a possible refugee center for those stranded by the lockdown.
One of our teachers has been stranded in his travel and sheltered in a ministry that is
helping feed needy people. Pray for GBC staﬀ as school is scheduled to re-open the
first week of July.
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Oﬃces in:
Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt & India
15455 Gleneagle Drive, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org
719.302.3028

PRAYER REQUESTS
Our greatest need right now is prayers and financial resources to respond
to needs well on the field. This crisis has, in fact, just begun, and the fallout
promises to be significant in the months to come for the most vulnerable.
We are aware of great needs here in the US, and pray that God will give
you wisdom with your resources, first with your own family and then
helping neighbors both near and far.
Pray for our national pastors to be spiritually and physically strong
personally. For our staff and team members who are very active right now,
for health and strength. For children who are in homes with difficult and
abusive situations. With growing needs in every field, pray for wisdom to
respond well and that together, our response will bring glory to God.

HOW CAN WE HELP?
* Donate through IM’s Rapid Response Fund at indigenousministries.org
or mail in a check - monies will be used to purchase food and supplies.
* Sponsor a child @ $39/month: We have 160 children still waiting for a
sponsor. This is a very important need and an effective way to help
these families with aid and the gospel.
* Continue your child sponsorship as the Lord provides for you. This allows
us to keep our word to these families in their time of need. If you need to
pause your sponsorship, please contact our office.
* Support the Annual Backpack/School Supplies Fundraiser. Let’s not
forget to help these kiddos get back into school this fall. This is a great
social media fundraiser!

Indigenous Ministries Board
Richard Carroll
IBM Management, Retired
Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.
Pastor Craig Miller
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church
Anthony Stratton, Colonel
Alaska Air National Guard

Finance
Capin Crouse, Tax Preparation,
& Financial Consultant
Clay Glassford, Bookkeeper

US Staﬀ
John W. Cook, CEO
Dee A. Cook
Donor Relations, Beautiful
International Women’s Ministry,
Editor, The Liaison
Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical
Outreach Coordinators
Star Cochran
Sponsorship Coordinator and
Accounting
Melanie Diaz Soto
Financial Administrative Assistant

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________
Email_________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________
Phone _______________________________________________
Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO 80921
You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

Please check the area below you would like to support:

______ Rapid Response Fund
Global Church Planting Initiative _____
______ Backpack/School Supplies Fundraiser
Child Sponsorships _____
______ Grace Bible College, India
Reda Khalil’s Support _____
______ GBC Student Sponsorships
Beautiful Women’s Ministry _____
Yes! I want to sponsor a child _____

Reda Khalil
Middle East Coordinator

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3),
all gifts are tax deductible as allowed
under IRS regulations. Donate
online securely on our website or
mail a check to the address above.
We use 81% of gifts for program
expenses, 13% administrative and
6% fundraising.
Guidestar/Candid has rated
Indigenous Ministries Gold in 2019
for financial transparency.
Did you know you can opt to receive this
newsletter by email, and receipts only once a
year vs monthly? Just let us know!

