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ARE NON-BELIEVERS STILL INTERESTED IN
THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE?
How do we enter into the Spirit of Christmas this month?
With so many issues pulling our attention in different
directions, entering into the “Christmas Spirit” might be
dif cult. This year with its moments that have captivated our
awareness, has been a daily exercise in a spiritual and mental discipline.
But take a moment if you will, and think back to when Christ’s birth was announced, as it too was a time of
mental and political tension. Look at the tension surrounding the inquiry of the Magi to Herod and the dynamics
of the Roman occupation of Israel. Now re ect on the attitude of the shepherds as they realized that Good News
had been shared with them concerning the child that had just been born.
In the rst chapter of Romans, Paul declares his relationship and commission to what he along with the Word of
God calls “the gospel,” which translates to “Good News.” He was “set apart for the gospel of God.” This is the
gospel that God had promised through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures.
The gospel has always been couched in adverse surroundings, and this Christmas season is no different. I think of
the meaning of Christmas as Immanuel, “God with us.” The shepherds left their elds sharing the good news and
the response of people was amazement. Paul stated that he received a servant’s commission, to share the “good
news” with all possible means in order to save some. The shepherds and Paul shared the good news not from compulsion,
but a natural response to God’s love and grace lavished on them. I think this is a wonderful time to re ect on exactly

why we are still here on this earth and why we have seen this year that the Lord has graciously given to us. We
can choose to reaf rm in our hearts and spirits that we too have been given a commission, a calling, a
stewardship to proclaim that Immanuel has come. (Cont’d on page 2)

YEAR END GREATEST NEED FUND CAMPAIGN
As we enter the last days of IMI’s annual Year End Greatest Need fundraiser you, our generous donors have given a
whopping $51,000 or, 35% of the $145,000 goal! Thank you!! But we can’t stop here; we are asking the Lord for the full
amount to come in soon. How important is this amount? Massively! This vital fund will enable IMI to continue to reach
more people with the gospel and give our international teams - our “tip of the spear” teams - have the tools they need to
help change lives. Funding will allow us to help more children and provide more needy refugees with vital aid and access
to the gospel. We will be able to continue training more men and women at Grace Bible College, India for full time
ministry (note: See pages 3 & 4 for how GBC is reaching unreached people groups).

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO DONATE IN 2020: Please don’t wait; donate with the most generous gift you can
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today. Donate using a credit card or your bank information at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check with the
tear off on page four.
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ARE NON BELIEVERS STILL INTERESTED? (CONT’D)
Recently, I ran across a statistic that Millennials who identify themselves as nonChristians are twice as likely to express personal interest in Christianity than older
non-Christians. In fact, the Barna Group May 2018 study states that among those
interested in exploring the Christian faith, 53% of the Millennials interviewed said
they would most prefer to explore the Christian faith one to one with someone
who is a Christian.
You and I come face to face each day with people who are more open today than
ever to hear of our hope and the forgiveness of sins from a God who is as relevant
today as the day the shepherds saw the glorious angels.
“Behold I bring you good news of great joy…. A Savior has been born to you…”
Could you imagine one person who would hear and respond to the forever hope
in Christ this year as the result of your making this message a priority? What we
do with this Christmas time is now our choice and could make an eternal
difference in our lives and others who are searching for hope in 2020.
In 2021, Indigenous Ministries’ commitment to share the good news of the gospel is accelerating, and we are engaging
with new church planting, Bible studies and discipleship initiatives. May I encourage you to make good use of the time
left before Jesus comes to invite as many people as we can to faith in Jesus? May the Lord bless you. - John Cook, CEO

IRAQI CHURCH PLANTER & WIFE CONTINUE TO MINISTER
TO WAR-TORN REFUGEE FAMILIES
IRAQ - I am Pastor Sabri, and together with my wife Nahla, we started the church from a simple home group with four
believers, in the Fall of 2006. At that time, Christian and Arab families had begun to move from Baghdad and Mosul,
fearing the decline in security. We started with two believing families, but soon we multiplied and had to move to the
sanctuary of a church hall that we began to rent. These families that the Lord was sending to us were unbelievers and we
were able to share Christ with them and one by one we saw redeeming faith come to their hearts through Christ.
We cared for these families through all manor of tragic situations. Dealing with the trauma of being forced to leave their
homes and security behind, the uncertainty of unemployment and having to begin their new life from scratch has been
traumatic and yet as a church, the Lord has strengthened us in helping them according to the weak capabilities that we have.
Many have shared that they would not have had the strength had they not had the encouragement and shepherding care that
they have found through our ministry. We now have 50-60 families in our church regularly and minister with our main
service, youth, men’s and women’s services along with our Sunday school. We have been a sure foundation for the family of
faith as many have emigrated out of our country and we are thankful but know that the Lord has called us to serve our
people here
The Church went through many dif culties over the years, especially as we endured another invasion, this time by the terror
of the Islamic State and the killing and the expulsion of Christians and non-Christians from the Nineveh plain, taking
Pastor Sabri and Nahla
everything they had and forcing them to become refugees into Northern Iraq. All the churches banded together to help. It
was during this period that another Iraqi pastor introduced us to Pastor John and Dee Cook. Their assistance had a great
impact on the inclusion of displaced families in the church and assisted us to expand our care as a church. Through this we were
able to introduce many to the Lord Jesus. After six years many have returned to their towns and communities that were liberated by coalition forces, but for some
they will never be able to return as there is a bounty on their life. Now we have another dif cult stage dealing with COVID-19 and this has led to fear and many
people losing their jobs within the church. This is on top of the refugees that are no longer able to travel back to their homes in both Iraq or Syria and not able
emigrate out due to lack of openings and depletion of personal funds.
As we face this Christmas time along with the global pandemic of COVID-19 we see families that are teetering because of a hopeless future outside of Christ’s
help, we are so grateful for the partnership we nd with Indigenous Ministries as they have helped with providing food, school supplies, and a gift for the children
at Christmas time. Being that many in our church members have lost their jobs and many are at the end of their savings, the tithes are extremely limited if at all. I
am grateful to the Lord for you and I am asking that you would continue to pray with us as we look to the Lord for his immediate help.

Psalm 66: 8-12 Oh, bless our God, you peoples! And make the voice of His praise to be heard, Who keeps our soul among the living, And does not allow
our feet to be moved. For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as silver is refined. You brought us into the net; You laid affliction on our backs.
You have caused men to ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water; But You brought us out to rich fulfillment.
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Pastor Sabri is one of Indigenous Ministries’ Global Church Planters. Thank you for your prayers and generous nancial
support for these pastors and their families who minister at the “tip of the spear” for the Kingdom.
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PHILIPPINE MINISTRY CHALLENGES
DURING COVID
PHILIPPINES - A word from a teacher working with the
children in IM’S Child Sponsorship Program in the Payatas
Dumpsite: Teachers are doing their best to ful ll their duties as facilitators
and academic guide yet endure the shortcomings regarding equipment. It is even
harder for parents or guardians of students in modular type of learning who have
been taking the place of an academic teacher in their homes to ful ll the need of
the student to understand every lesson. For students in modular type of learning,
it is really dif cult because they do not have enough equipment such as
November 2020: Supplemental food distribution continues to 45 families in Payatas and 32
smartphone, laptop or desktop, and internet connection. They are the ones who families in Cupang, Antipolo to help offset the severe challenges of COVID
endure all the negative effects of this pandemic which is not limited to scarcity of
equipment. Although they have time allotment for other questions or instructions to be answered by their teachers every day, they still suffer on how to contact through
unstable data connection. Above all, they are having a terrible hard time of learning relying on their own way. Thank you for your prayers and support for these
teachers, students and families especially now. Jude 24 & 25

Hunger: Each family the Indigenous Ministries teams work with in the Philippines are day labors who have lost any income.
Donors have enabled the purchase and distribution of hundreds of food packs to these families. But, day by day, the need is
growing. Would you like to help these families in the Philippines? Join us in radical generosity to alleviate hunger right now:
Food Packs: Food packs are $20 per family; Resty and Mel are working with local teams to distribute the food. You can donate online at
indigenousministries.org and donate to “Southeast Asia” for this specific need (credit cards and bank acc’t #s accepted). You can also
mail in your check and make a note in your check’s memo “Southeast Asia Food Packs.” - Resty and Mel Enguerra, IM Southeast Asia Coordinators

INDIA’S UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS: INDIGENOUS
MINISTRIES’ ROLE IN ADDRESSING THE NEED
INDIA - With a massive population of 1,373,941,000, and the gospel originally having reached India through the Apostle
Thomas, where are we now with reached/unreached? Of the 2,717 people groups in India, the Joshua Project (website:
joshuaproject.net) states that 2,445 people groups with a total pop. of 1,313,878,000 (95.6% of India’s total pop.) remain
unreached with the gospel. That’s 33 times the population of California, which is approximately 39.50 million!
Now let’s zero in on the state of Mahrashtra (MS), where the majority of our Grace Bible College students come from. With
population of 125,058,000, MS has 888 people groups of which, 827 are unreached, with no gospel witness. Maharashtra’s
religious breakdown: Hindu 80.8%, Buddhist 5.3%, Muslim 10.9%, Christian 0.9%, Sikh 0.2%, other 1.9%.
So narrowing this down, what precisely is Indigenous Ministries’ role in meeting the vast
need of making the gospel India to unreached people groups in India? We’re so glad you
asked! Meet Vijay Uike, a 43 year old rst year Grace Bible College student. Yes it is unusual to
have an older “fresher” at GBC, but generally those who enroll at an older are usually very serious
about their education. Ten years ago Vijay came to Christ after attending a family camp. The rest
of his family, his wife, two children and his parents now all know the Lord and have been baptized.
He loves the Lord and has a burden for reaching his people group, the Adiwasi Gond, as a pastor
and is preparing himself for full time ministry. Less than half of one percent of his people group
have the opportunity to hear about the gospel! God is using GBC to prepare Vijay.
GBC Freshman Vijay Uike

A man with a mission: Vijay’s mission at GBC? “to fully prepare myself for pastoral ministry in my
cast people. GBC is helping me to prepare for my future ministry and I believe that by the end of
my course I will be fully ready for pastoral ministry.” Most GBC graduates who become pastors will lead multiple indigenous
churches, with a goal to disciple new believers for strong, healthy national churches
Help us keep Grace Bible College’s doors open and strengthen this vital ministry! Since 2003, India’s unreached people groups
have been a focus of IM and GBC; GBC alumni are already in full time ministry in pastoral and evangelism ministering to people groups
a western missionary is unable to reach. See page four and read another student’s story and testimony.
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Engage with reaching unreachable people with the gospel: Sponsorships of GBC students are available; more information is on our
website or call the of ce. Your generous donation to the Greatest Need Year End Fund enables funding of much-needed GBC campus
projects. Pray for this school. If you are already a sponsor, thank you; God is using you to bless many for His glory!

REACHING NATIONALS THROUGH NATIONAL
15455 Gleneagle Drive, Suite 130, Colorado Springs, CO 8092
www.IndigenousMinistries.or
719.302.302

INDIA’S UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS: INDIGENOUS
MINISTRIES ROLE IN ADDRESSING THE NEED
Meet GBC student Samuel Bohein from Myanmar: My Testimony: I am from Myanmar. I was born
in 1993 and I have two elder brothers, a sister; I am the youngest son of my family. Even though I
was born in Christian background and community I did not understand the gift of Salvation. One
day there was great Crusade in our village, conducted by an evangelist who was a man of God, by
hearing his message about Salvation, I was so blessed that the Love of God touched my heart and I
accepted Jesus as my personal savior. I did not understand what to do. My brother suggested me
about Grace Bible College I decided to study the Word of God. The Lord answered my humble
prayer and opened the door for me to study his precious word at Grace Bible College. My favorite
Bible Verse is Paul’s letter to Philippians 4:4. Things I Like: music, football, singing, reading books.
GBC third year student
Samuel Bohein

During lockdown COVID-19, I did not go back
to our place in Myanmar, instead I stayed in
Grace Bible College. COVID has not affected me
and my family also. During COVID I was studying in the GBC library and
read many books, specially, Purpose Driven Life and the Moody Handbook;
they have encouraged me through my daily life and bene t for my future.
The College has taken good care of me, protected me during this pandemic.
I thank God for his provision for me in this dif cult time.
Future Plan: I am in my nal year at GBC studying for my B. Th (Bachelor
Grace Bible College Faculty and Staff
in Theology). After completing my studies at GBC, I will serve the Lord as
missionary to my own people in Myanmar. As I am studying at GBC, my
faculty encourages me and supports me to acquire wisdom and knowledge for my future ministry.
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Card

RESPONSE CAR

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Email___________________________________Phone ________________________________
Address ________________________________City ___________State ______ Zip ________
Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO 80921

*

You may also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information.

Please check the area below you would like to support:
______ Year End Greatest Need Fund
______ Southeast Asia
______ Child Sponsorships ___ I am a new sponso
______ GBC Student Sponsorship

General Fund ____
Global Church Planting Initiative _____
Beautiful Women’s Ministry ____
Please use where needed most _____

Indigenous Ministries is a 501(C)(3), all gifts are tax deductible as allowed under IRS regulations.
Donate online securely on our website or mail a check to the address above

4


 


_


_


 


 


 


.


fi

S


fi

1


r


fi

 


s


_


D


 


g


fi

_


We use 79% of gifts for program expenses, 15% administrative and 6% fundraising.
Guidestar/Candid has rated Indigenous Ministries Gold in 2020 for nancial transparency.
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