
      

The Liaison
February 2021 

THE FATHER HEART OF GOD 
This month we’re touching on the loving heart of  our Father. Throughout this issue you’ll find ways he displays his 
faithfulness in staying beside those in need.  How he helps the widows and orphans, and how he daily uses you, our prayer 
and financial partners to meet ministry needs overseas and here in the US.  In Iraq our teams lead Bible studies sharing 
with refugee children God’s character of  love, faithfulness and holiness.  In Egypt, fatherless children in our program see 
the consistent love of  God through our hard working teams. Read on page two as fatherless Nikita who attends Grace 
Bible College in India, shares her testimony of  how she came to trust in God. 

And this month, as our team in the Colorado office struggled through COVID (delaying the mailing of  this newsletter!), 
we too have basked in the love and healing hand of  our Father in heaven.  We are all well; thank you for your prayers! 

One of  the greatest experiences in life is to find love. I think of  the music group “Foreigner”… (continued on page 4)  

Providing the tools for education of young people in the Middle East means helping kids with backpacks, books, pencils 
and for many of the children, simple school uniforms.  But it all costs money!  

March 1 is the kickoff of our annual Backpack and School Supplies Fundraiser.  Would you help us raise $30,000? 
Look for this postcard, below, in your mail box and get involved! This is a great project for AWANA or VBS!

Donate online at www.indigenousministries.org or use the form on page 4 to 
mail in your check.  Please donate generously today! 

YOU CAN MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE! 

http://www.indigenousministries.org
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GBC Student Nikita Chauhan Shares why she is Preparing for Ministry

Nikita Chauhan, whose birthday is October 28, is studying in her 2nd year B.Th. (Bachelor 
of Theology) at Grace Bible College.  She shares her story here with us…

My Testimony: My name is Nikita Chauhan. I was born and brought up in a Hindu (Maratha) 
family. When I was 4 years old, my father died. It was very difficult for my mother to take 
care of me and my younger sister. So my mother sent us to a Christian orphanage. There I 
come to know about Jesus through my friend and orphanage leader. After completing high 
school, I came to GBC to study the Word of God. 

I knew about Jesus in everything, believing in Him but I had not accepted Him as my 
Savior. Last year, when I was in class at GBC, the teacher was speaking about salvation 
and I realized that believing is not enough, I have to confess that I am a sinner and ask 
forgiveness for my sin. That very moment I confessed my sin to Jesus and accepted Him as 
my personal Savior.

My family: I have a loving and caring mother, and I am blessed with a younger sister. During the first COVID lockdown I 
was with my family and now I am in the girls’ dormitory at GBC. 

Things I like: Dancing, acting, drawing and music. My favorite chapter in the Bible is Hebrews 11, my favorite character 
in the Bible is Joseph, and my favorite subject to study is the New Testament. I have read many books from the GBC 
library which are encouraging me in my faith and studies. I am enjoying the practical ministry in GBC like sharing 
testimonies, leading worship, teaching in Sunday School and visiting families. 

My future plan: I am studying in B. Th. 2nd year. After completion of my studies at GBC, I want to go for further study so 
I can be fully ready for the future ministry God is going to entrust to me.  

Nikita is one of several unsponsored GBC students. Would you consider investing into the lives of one of these students 
who are from different people groups in India at $100 per month?  A half sponsorship is $50 per month.   

There is an urgent need for 12 young scholars at GBC to have sponsors in order that they will be able to continue 
receiving their Christian education at Grace Bible College.  IMI’s John Cook co-founded GBC with Dr. Pramod Tantarpale 
in 2003 with the purpose of providing a high quality Christian college for fully preparing young people to go into 
Christian ministry or as a place men and women going into business, education, medical or engineering fields would be 
able to build their lives on a solid foundation for a lifetime of service to the Lord in their respective fields.   Many GBC 
alumni continue in full time ministry with a number ministering among unreached people groups in India in effective 
church planting, the Jesus Film and evangelism.  

You can sponsor online at indigenousministries.org under “Donate,” or mail in your check to the IMI office with the note 
“new GBC student Sponsorship.”  We’ll be sure you get your new student’s profile and picture!   Note:  Students do not 
receive cash. Monies given towards sponsorships are credited towards tuition, room and board. 

“What do you think?   
If  a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of  them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the 
one that wandered off ?  And if  he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 
wander off.  In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of  these little ones should perish.”  Matthew 18:12-14 NIV

http://indigenousministries.org
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As India’s Gov’t Enforces Fresh COVID Lockdowns,  
GBC Students Benefit From Online Learning

India - In mid-February Maharashtra (MS) was sent into new 
stringent lockdowns aimed at shutting down businesses and 
schools in a desperate attempt to slow COVID infections in the 
most populous state in India.  At the center of news with 
COVID cases, MS government officials are struggling to control 
cases and instill a sense of well being with lack of vaccines 
available.

The direct effect of the newest lockdowns on Grace Bible 
College has been minimized by technology! Previous 
lockdowns have meant studies have slowed down to a crawl 
with only the men on campus being able to attend classes.  
With no women’s dormitory yet built on the two acre campus, the women live three miles off campus and are locked out 
of the campus until the lockdown is lifted. Same with the professors.  Enter a first for GBC:  Online teaching.  

Just two months ago because of generous donations to the Year End Greatest Need Fund, Indigenous Ministries was 
able to send funds enabling the purchase of equipment making the campus online ready for the first time!  After a few 
trials and errors, the system went into effect in January.  Teachers have been using the TVs while teaching on campus 
to display Power Points which students report has already made taking notes much, much easier.  We’re happy to report 
that encouragement levels have been up, students and faculty encouraged and studies are ongoing! 

Now, teachers are teaching from home with classes broadcast over two large TVs in the classrooms on campus which 
the men can access. The women, although able to attend online in the off campus dorm, are sharing phones, since half 
do not have phones.  Everyone with a phone will end up paying more for their service which is another challenge.  

While COVID challenges still abound, it’s certainly good to be able to share with you, our prayer and financial partners, 
some good news and ways God is helping us overcome obstacles.  Thank you for your ongoing concern and 
prayers for the students, faculty and staff during these days.  Because of your love and gifts, we are able to keep 
GBC’s doors open and these students are receiving their education and God’s Word continues to go out. 

Beginning to Study the Bible 
A pilot Bible study with five young (very eager) refugee students ended this month in N. Iraq 
with solid reviews by each one.  In the development and preparation stage for months, the 
implementation went very smoothly! These kids learned about the Father heart of  God and 
how people in the Bible trusted in him.  We’re excited to be able to share more Bible lessons 
with other precious kiddos in this area of  Iraq.  Meanwhile, our teams in central Iraq continue 
to share weekly with the children through an AWANA program. Thank you for your prayers 
for our teams!  Over 100 children are waiting for a sponsor; you can sponsor one on the website.



15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax 
deductible as allowed under IRS regulations.  
Donate online securely on our website or mail a 
check to the address above.

We use 79% of gifts for program expenses, 15% 
administrative and 6% fundraising.

Guidestar/Candid has rated Indigenous Ministries  
Gold in 2019 for financial transparency. 

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ Backpack/School Supplies Fundraiser
    ______ General Fund
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ South East Asia Ministry

Child Sponsorships ____
Reda Khalil’s Support _____ 

Beautiful Int’l Women’s Ministry _____ 
Craig and Kathy Miller’s Support _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt & India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Richard Carroll

IBM Management, Retired

Wayne Schieldt
Water Systems, Inc.

Anthony Stratton, Brigadier 
General, Wing Commander 

Alaska Air National Guard

Pastor Ken Ford
Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant

BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation, 
Financial Consultant 

US Staff
John W. Cook

CEO

Dee A. Cook
Director, Donor Relations and Beautiful 

International and Editor, The Liaison

Resty & Mel Enguerra
Southeast Asia Project and Medical 

Outreach Coordinators

Reda Khalil
Middle East Coordinator, Child 

Sponsorships

Craig Miller
Director of Educational Development 

Kelly Atnip
Financial Administrative Assistant 
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Credit Cards & Bank 
Acc’t  #s accepted 

that sang the words,  “I want to know what love is.” 
Lionel Richie, sang the haunting words...“Hello… is it 
me you’re looking for?” These songs tug at the heart 
and yet they only touch on an imperfect human 
expression of  love, an inward focused, self-serving love.  

Listen to the disciple John’s first-hand experience on this 
topic: See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of  God! And that is what we are! The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear 
friends, now we are children of  God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. I John 3:1-2 NIV 

He wrote three books, and in each one, it’s hard to miss that he was in absolute awe of  who 
God is and what he meant to him.  John shared with such exuberance. When we see his 
use of  the word “See” he literally is using the same word that the angel used to tell the 
disciples, “Come see the place where he lay, he is not here.”  John was a first-hand witness 
to Jesus’ ultimate act of  love and the power of  his resurrection.  It had irrevocably changed 
his life, and the truth of  this love had set him free.  

See, engage, participate in the love of  the Father. That transformative relationship that changes 
us from death to life and from an enemy of  righteousness and holiness to a child of  God. It 
is transformative in that we then understand what love truly is, not a self-serving love but a 
love for people and the very best interest that God has for them.   

A life that is covered in God’s holiness and knows what forgiveness is, and is also able to 
forgive. A life that lives out the personality of  God in assisting with justice, righteousness, 
mercy towards other, in wisdom in knowing the times and how to influence others with 
grace and truth. This love transforms us to engage in the life of  Christ so that the life 
giving gospel will converge with thoughts and heart, purpose and motivation, to bring 
people into an interactive life of  living out and enjoying the relationship with the Trinity. 

As we look at what is taking place in Indigenous Ministries, it is our desire to see the life of  
Christ, that seed of  holiness, righteousness and truth be planted deep into the hearts and 
lives of  the people God has put into our path.  From our student and pastors’ training 
deepening their faith and knowledge of  God, to working with those who have gone 
through horrendous difficulties and challenges, that they would know Christ and would 
grow in faith to be like him each day and at his appearing.   - John Cook, CEO 

John Cook and Craig Miller, IM’s Director 
of Educational Development

THE FATHER HEART OF GOD 
cont’d from page 1

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

