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Church Leadership Seminar in Iraq Strikes a Chord
Iraq - The initial invitee list was meant to be small for two reasons; first, this 
pilot seminar and its complex web of untested logistics suggested a smaller 
launch. Second, space was limited.  

So the initial invitee list included about a dozen church leaders. But word 
had leaked out and 32 church leaders representing four churches from 
Baghdad, north Iraq and Jordan made their way into our office and sat down 
as the seminar started. We were thrilled. The next two days consisted of 
intense sessions on what biblical church leadership looks like, then the 
roadmap for next steps towards this goal. We found out that more wanted to 
attend, and we’ve already been ask to hold this seminar in multiple areas. 

Throughout the two day days, quiet listening was interrupted by hours 
of Q & A and productive in-depth discussions. Churches leaders in the 
Middle East carry heavy burdens dealing with a people shattered by 
constant wars and conflicts. The seminar clearly met needs, even 
touching nerves as personal and church wounds were uncovered, but 
our staff also addressed God’s plan for healing and reconciliation from 
God’s Word. 

Churches in America as in the Middle East are in need of biblical, 
healthy leadership; but in a region where bullies and tyrants are the 
normal “role models”, Christians want more.  

In your town, four churches may represent a fraction of churches in 
operation, but four is a significant representation in Iraq, a Muslim 
country rebuilding from decades of war and insurgencies. 

Thank you for praying for these meetings which were held in spite of intense push-back; sudden health issues our staff 
and their children suffered, a dental emergency, a guest speaker from another country who contracted COVID was 
unable to attend, unexplained equipment failures including a burst (newer) hot water tank, etc. Since 2003, Indigenous 
Ministries has been ministering in Iraq and other places to nationals through nationals bringing biblical training one 
church leader, one Bible college student and one pastor at a time.  With God’s direction, your prayers and support, and 
national partnership, we will continue to do so.                                                                       * Names have been changed for security

Craig Miller teaching with Mariam* translating 

Our translators carefully ensure that the hours of 
teaching are correctly communicated. Bernard* 
translated for John

Indigenous Ministries’ 
Backpack Distributions 
are happening! Your 
l o v e a n d g i f t s a r e 
bringing many smiles!!  
Thank you, sponsors and 
donors for making these 
smiles possible!  

More (cute) pictures 
and a report on page 2

Indigenous Ministries’ 
Annual National Egypt 
Pastors’ Conference will 
b e h e l d l a t e r i n 
September. Thank you 
to our donors who have 
completely funded this 
vital conference!  

This and more prayer 
requests on page 4



Because of your compassion and gifts, many children in the Middle East will be able to 
go to school: $34,428 was raised in this year’s Annual Backpack and School Supplies 
Fundraiser. Thank you!! 

These pictures are of a few of the distributions that took place with the kids in our 
program with John and Craig in Iraq. 

Throughout September, the rest of the school supplies, backpacks 
and school uniforms will reach all the kids in our program in the 
Middle East. And because you gave over the goal, so far, over 60 
additional needy children outside the program have been helped!! 

The food and school supplies Indigenous Ministries provides is the 
only consistent outside assistance these families receive as they 
navigate challenging economic issues.

The kids below are holding up sponsor letters they just received and 
others brought their grades from last year to display. Thank you to our 
sponsors for sponsoring, praying for and loving these children! We 

have new children in our program in Egypt and Iraq waiting for a sponsor! To learn more about 
becoming a sponsor, visit indigenousministries.org and click the tab “Sponsor a Child.”

SMILES GALORE AS KIDS RECEIVE THEIR BACKPACKS! 

I hardly know where to begin. On my very first day in Iraq, I found myself working alongside a young man 
whose faith in Christ was less than a month old. David* (all names are changed for security purposes) 
came to Christ out of Islam and literally beams with excitement in learning more about Jesus.  

As we drove to our school backpack distribution for children in our sponsorship program, he had so many 
questions and I was blessed to try to answer them. He had heard so many wrong things about our faith, 
not just from Muslims but also from the traditional Christian churches in the area—millennia old but often 
without any gospel. His friendship with one of our key ministry team leaders led to asking questions. As a 
result, he and his brother became believers, and told their family—a very dangerous decision in this 
environment. To their surprise, their father said he secretly had come to believe in Jesus already. 

Our work is in a city that had been decimated by ISIS—a historically “Christian” town that is rebuilding 
but has lost 40% of its Christian population and had Muslims fill the void. They are largely destitute, and 
our sponsorship program allows families to be fed and send their children to school. How humbling to 
represent Jesus among them. 

Then, there’s Amal*, a beautiful boy of 13. He’s the Syrian refugee Kathy and I have sponsored for years. I 
visited with him, and talked about faith in Jesus, his schooling, and with the family. To know that every 
month, the family is supplied food, Amal* receives what he needs for school, and our workers here share the truth and keep track of him is a blessing beyond measure. 

And I should tell you about Bashir*, a Muslim doctor working in a nearby city that suffered greatly under ISIS and now is dealing with rampant COVID. Bashir* has 
found Islam to be empty and harsh. He accepted John’s invitation to come to the church, and afterward said, “I feel life here!” The next week, he brought his brother!  

But Sameer*’s story was an unforeseen blessing. Another Syrian refugee, Sameer* was befriended by our staff member, who began to challenge his traditional 
Christianity with the gospel. Sameer* came to help out at our office, and then came to the Church Leadership Seminar we held. As we talked about baptism as a public 
profession of faith and not a saving sacrament, he became convicted, talked to our worker and then asked to meet with John and me, along with our local pastor and our 
co-teacher for the seminar. With us, he prayed to receive Christ. And the next day, he brought his mother and his brother with him to church!  And our worker who 
helped him come to Christ? He has led eleven people to Jesus in the last month. All are beginning their next steps in growing and deepening their faith.                                                                                          
                      - Craig Miller, Director of Educational Development 

Journal Notes From Iraq…

Craig and John with some of the hardest working people we know. 
Please pray for all of our national staff as they work behind the 
scenes full time in the Child Sponsorship Program. The logistics and 
changing conditions they navigate are a constant challenge. They 
appreciate your prayers!  
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MEET THREE GRACE BIBLE COLLEGE 2021-22 STUDENTS 

Nikita Chauhan, 3rd year B.Th (a senior) 
Birthday: October 28           
My Testimony: My name is Nikita Chavhan. I was born and brought up in Hindu (Maratha) family. When I was 4 years old 
my father died. It was very difficult for my mother to take care of me and my younger sister. So my mother sent me and my 
sister to a Christian orphanage. There I came to know about Jesus through the orphanage leadership. After completing my 
studies, I was sent to GBC to study the Word of God.  I knew everything about Jesus, believing in him but I had not 
accepted Him as my Savior. Last year when I was in the class, my teacher was speaking about salvation and I realized that 
believing is not enough, I have to confess that I am sinner and ask forgiveness for my sin. That very moment I confessed my 
sin to Jesus and accepted Him as my personal Savior and I took Baptism at GBC.  

My family: I have loving and caring Mother. And I am blessed with a younger sister.  My favorite Chapter in the Bible is 
Hebrews 11. My favorite Character in the Bible is Joseph. Things I like: Dancing, Acting, Drawing, Music and making 
durable from waste material.  

GBC is helping me to prepare for the ministry through the three years I have been here, the care and wisdom of my 
professors, and disciplines I have been learning.  My favorite subject in the school is preaching. I am enjoying the practical 
ministry in GBC like sharing testimony, leading worship, teaching in Sunday School etc. 

Vijay Uike, 2nd year B. Th 
Birthday: April 9                                                 
         
My Testimony:  My name is Vijay Uike. I was born and brought up in a Adiwasi Gond (Tribal) family. I knew Jesus, I heard 
about him from my cousin many times, but still I was away from Him. At the age of 33 I attended a family camp with my 
family in Chikhaldara; that was the time I accepted Jesus as my personal Savior and I was baptized. Now I, my wife, and 
my parents we all know Jesus and believe in him. 

My family: I was raised by two loving parents (both are alive). I am blessed with a wife and two children. 

COVID: COVID has not affected our family physically but financially it did, because I am an auto driver, due to lockdown 
I could not go out and that stopped our daily income. But God is so faithful to us, that he provided our need in due time. 

My favorite Chapter in the Bible is Psalm 34:1. Thing I like: Reading, Driving, helping my wife in cooking. 
GBC is helping me to prepare for my future ministry by the courses I am taking, the leadership of the faculty and staff, and 
the daily training and disciplines I receive.   

My future plan: I am studying in B. Th. 2nd year at GBC; so that I can be fully prepare myself for pastoral ministry in my 
tribal community people.  

Suraj Sarvatkar, 1st year B.Th 
Birthday: June 08 

My Testimony: My name is Suraj Sarvatkar. I was born in a Hindu family. When I was 2 ½ years old my father died so 
my mother put me in the orphanage and she went away. From there I don’t know about my mother or any relatives of my 
parents if are they alive or dead. In the orphanage the staff took care of me like their own child. I completed my 
education from grade 1 to grade 10. When I was in the hostel I got to know about Jesus from my warden. When I was in 
10th class, I realized that I am a sinner for whom Jesus gave his life. So I gave my life to him and I decided to study the 
Word of God. I was praying to God to open a door for me to study His Word. God answered my prayer and now I am in 
GBC doing my B. Th. 1st year.    

My family: I am orphan. My favorite chapter in the Bible is Psalm 103: 1-2.  Things I like: Reading, play volleyball with 
friends and help others. 

GBC is helping me to prepare for the ministry by the courses I am taking, the counsel of the faculty and staff, and the 
daily training and discipline for my personal walk with God. 

My Future plan: Now I am doing my 1st year in GBC. After completing my B.Th I would like to complete my ITI course 
(diesel mechanical) and serve God through this occupation.

India - The new school year AT GBC is underway and despite continued government regulations and restrictions, the student body, 
faculty and staff are doing very well. COVID has kept some students from returning, some due to illness, others because families 
haven’t allowed them to. Below are three of our students and their testimonies; they along with a number of others are in need of a 
sponsor. Would you prayerfully consider becoming a sponsor at $100/month? A half sponsorship is $50/month. Thank you to our 
sponsors who continue to faithfully pray for and financially support their student and GBC. God is using this school to reach India for 
Christ through our students and the alumni. To sponsor, use the card on the back, or call our office at 719-302-3028.



15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax 
deductible as allowed under IRS regulations.  
Donate online securely on our website or mail a 
check to the address above.

We use 81% of gifts for program expenses, 14% 
administrative and 5% fundraising.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ Rapid Response Fund 
    ______ IMI General Fund 
    ______ GBC Student Sponsorships
    ______ South East Asia Ministry

Child Sponsorships ____
Children Medical Fund _____ 

John and Dee Cook’s Support _____ 
Craig and Kathy Miller’s Support _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt & India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Wayne Schieldt

Water Resource Solutions, LLC

Anthony Stratton, Brigadier 
General, Wing Commander 

Alaska Air National Guard

Pastor Ken Ford
Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant

BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation, 
Financial Consultant 
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Afghanistan’s Fall and The Middle East

Prayer Requests
* Pray for the Egypt Nat’l Pastors’ Conf. 
* Pray for 20 new sponsors for Grace Bible 

students. Pray for the students as they 
study and deepen their faith. 

* Praise God that the Iraq Church 
Leadership Seminar was successful; pray 
for follow up by the leaders in attendance

* Pray for the new Believers in Iraq who 
have come to faith recently; for their 
growth and safety

* Pray for the Church in Iraq and 
throughout the Middle East as 
persecution is increasing

* Pray for financial needs of IMI’s general 
fund

* Pray for the teens in our Child 
Sponsorship Program in Egypt as they 
prepare for life as young adults; pray for 
a good vocation, for deep faith, for 
marriage partners. 

* Pray for IMI national teams 
* Pray for the Believers in Afghanistan; for 

wisdom, peace and options
* Pray for national pastors and churches - 

for the pastors’ marriages, children and 
for godly church leaders to serve well

Last month we shared an article about Afghanistan’s fall and the Middle East. 
Many have written or called our office asking for a followup. We’ve heard you. 

As John and Craig are currently ministering in the Middle East, they’ve witnessed 
the tensions, frustrations and fears many are experiencing. Security issues are 
real time there and are concerned for President Biden’s next move. Yet life 
continues on and our response is to continue to minster as effectively as we can 
bringing continued awareness to the Church outside the Middle East of issues 
which are making history in front of our eyes.  

We decided not to set aside the actual ministry news aside again for follow up 
information on the Middle East in this issue of The Liaison, rather, to post the 
follow up articles on our website. If you’ve read this issue of the newsletter, you’ll 
know why too. It’s packed with what God is doing in and through his people in 
these unique areas. 

If you’re a donor, we want to keep you updated on where your money is going, 
and what the ROI is. We couldn’t be more excited to share this information 
especially regarding the areas God is at work in where we minister, DESPITE the 
incredibly dark news coming out of Afghanistan, parts of Nigeria and Iran.  

We will be sharing articles and information on the following topics:

* Afghanistan update and the Middle East
* President Biden’s July 2021 promise to withdraw US troops out of Iraq in light of 

the US Afghanistan withdrawal
* Iran and North Korea’s nuclear agreements and how the Middle East is 

responding 
* What do Counterinsurgencies and the Church have in common? 

These articles will be on our website:  indigenousministries.org./resources/recent 
articles. If you have a topic you would like us to cover, email us at 
info@indigenousministries.org. 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org
http://indigenousministries.org
mailto:info@indigenousministries.org

