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A Laborious Baptism
Did you ever think you helped strengthen the faith of new believers in the Middle East this month? A very special family
came to faith after hearing a radio broadcast. After learning more about their new faith in Christ, they asked to be
baptized, and plans were made
But this baptism didn’t happen easily, or even well, some would observe. You might say it was like giving birth; one labour
pain at a time. As one of our team said about the day of the baptism, “It was wonderful and it was terrible; nothing went as
planned!” Nothing. The opposition was so bad it was quite noticeable. Our entire team and their families fell ill for the
better part of last month as the baptism was being planned. Confusion seemed to reign. A new baptism tank ordered two
months before, was not just delayed, it was constructed incorrectly with TWO bars welded crossways making it
impossible for anyone but a small child to climb over and get inside the tank! It was much heavier than planned, and too
big to t through the doors to the room where the baptism was originally planned, so the men had to drag into another
building. It arrived on the day of the baptism an hour before the service. The baptism
wasNat’l
almost
calledConference
off, fearing the
2021 Egypt
Pastors’
heater which had been hand carried from the US wouldn’t have time to heat the water. It seemed this family wouldn’t be
baptized after all.
But the service, which now consisted of the several more, was held and the singing began. Later, as John Cook
preached, someone brought in a welding torch and one of the men red it up cutting through the metal obstacle course.
Our team silently prayed, the baptism class material which Craig and John had shared with the baptism candidates
earlier in the week was carefully laid out and gone over; what baptism is, who should be baptized, how and when should
a person be baptized. John went on to share that it is a beautiful symbol of a believer’s death to the old life and to sin,
and a resurrection to a brand new life in Christ. To the heart of a cultural concern, he addressed the difference between
infant baptism and believer’s baptism which Christ led us in example. The very moment the sermon was nished,
miraculously, the tank was ready.
Problems continued, however: As the baptism was being transmitted to the church from the other building, the electronics
stopped working for “no reason.” And yes, the water was indeed icy, and yet, no one really cared. Through it all, God
brought the victory and got the glory; it was a precious time. Several from the majority religion were baptized and this
service signals an answer to many, many prayers. After the service, several asked if they too could be baptized soon. The
battle for souls belongs to the Lord, and we praise God for our prayer and support partners - YOU! - who are just as
much a part of this and many other victories in ministry; thank you for being a special part of this day.

John

Dee

YEAR END GREATEST NEED FUNDRAISER & PREPARING FOR 2022
The battle is raging for souls; we see it in our own communities here in
the US, but world-wide, spiritual tug of war has seemingly reached epic
proportions. The need for Bible-centered churches, discipleship of new
and existing believers, leadership training and effective youth outreach
has never been more clear.
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God has put IMI teams on the front line, or, the tip of the spear, if you
will, for such a time as this. On page three you’ll nd an update on what
persecution for Christians looks like in most of the areas IMI works in. (see page 2)
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YEAR END GREATEST NEED FUNDRAISER (from page 1)
And while daily life in many of these areas is a constant struggle, the
real battle is not for economic strength, religious freedom, safety, and
less corrupt leaders, but for the souls of families. These lives are at the
heart of IMI’s ministry and focus.
As we look at nishing 2021 well, we also ask God for fruitful ministry in
2022 with a passion for people to hear the gospel and have the
opportunity to receive eternal life and grow in faith.
From now through the end of 2021, we are engaged in our annual Year
End Greatest Need Fundraiser. This is a faith-giving fundraiser which,
quite simply, helps get us to the end of the year nancially and plan for additional ministry in 2022. IMI does
not have a “larger” umbrella ministry, we are entirely dependent on individuals, churches, businesses and
grants the Lord brings to fund this work.
The e ects of COVID continue to impact communities and the Church around the world with illnesses,
deaths and severe economic impact. But COVID also continues to give our teams opportunities to help the
hurting, the needy, widows and orphans.
Never before have the doors been more open for us after years of groundwork, networking and building
relationships. We partner with nationals who face enormous challenges and persecution as they share the
gospel in majority religions and cultures (see page 3 for more details).
As we look at the closing of this year and all the challenges that we all have faced personally and as a
ministry, God has been so good. So many have stood with us in prayers and gifts - we couldn’t have seen
anything accomplished without you! Thank you! To God be the glory!
This year we’ve seen more people trust Christ through our frontline national
teams of pastors, teachers, trainers, sta and translators. They are truly the
heroes and we thank God for each and everyone. I am humbled to see
God’s blessing in 2021. Now I’m asking God for an even more fruitful
ministry year in 2022. More souls saved, more children and families healed,
more pastors trained and encouraged. Would you step with me prayerfully
into IMI’s exciting next steps?
I am asking for your help. Would you help us reach more souls with the
gospel in 2022? Your give a gift of $25, $100, $250 or $1000 whatever
amount the Lord is laying on your heart matters. Maybe you can commit to
giving monthly in 2022. Some are able to give $10, others $10,000; give as
you feel led as a great help to further God’s Kingdom, making it possible for more to hear the gospel in
di cult-access regions. Please join me and give as generously a gift as you can to the Year End Greatest
Need Fund!
This Thanksgiving, Dee and I together with all our teams overseas thank God for you and your heart for
reaching nationals through nationals with the gospel.
To donate, please ll out the form on page four and mail it with your check in the enclosed envelope, or go
online at indigenousministries.org. Thank you very much and may the Lord bless you.

John

“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all peoples to Myself.” John 12:32 NKJ
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John W. Cook, CEO
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Persecution Grows in India & the Middle East
When Open Doors released its 2021 list of Top 50 Countries Where it is Most Dif cult to Follow Jesus we weren’t
surprised to see the countries IMI works in, once again, close to the top of the list. We are often asked for updates on
persecution in India and the Middle East, and what needs are represented for ministry. Below are some updates
India - #10 on the list is the world’s second largest English speaking country where the persecution level is listed as
“extreme” for Christians in the context of religious nationalism. In a country where the constitution guarantees freedom
of religion, the hold that extremist Hindus have in government is only growing, casting a deepening shadow on the
future of the Church. Outbreaks of violence this month in Maharashtra were very close to home; Grace Bible College
has been on lockdown for reasons of safety. IMI has ministered in India since 2003 in church planting, helping, training
and supporting national pastors
Iraq - #11 on the list, is a country whose people live in a fragile
peace and Christians are discriminated against under the
majority religious oppression. Post-war trauma, spiraling
economic and health challenges make daily existence for many,
especially refugee families, a great struggle. Incidents of
violence against Christians are on the increase
Indigenous Ministries is reaching thousands each month with
aid, educational and medical assistance and spiritual
encouragement through local churches. The Child Sponsorship
Program continues to grow in the number of children enrolled, as
well as those who responding to the gospel. Pastors and
churches face numerous challenges in this post-war country
The Mar Mattai Monastary in N. Iraq, established in 363 by
hermit Mar Mattai eeing Roman persecution, was used
Syria - #12 on the list, is still in the midst of a 10 year civil war.
during the recent war with ISIS as a place of refuge by
Daily life is complicated and expensive. According to the World
Christians.
Bank, the Syrian economy has lost 60% of its pre-war strength,
leaving families struggling to nd jobs and keep up with in ation
which reached 200% in 2020. Persecution of Christians is extreme and many have ed and still are leaving the country
as refugees. Indigenous Ministries is assisting ministry partners in Syria and welcomes Syrian refugee children and
families into our Child Sponsorship Program in Iraq. One of our biggest challenges currently is the need for more
sponsors for the unsponsored children in our program. Getting these children sponsored will provide our teams the
ability to reach out to more Syrian refugees - thousands of which are living in extremely dif cult circumstances in Iraq;
many of their children are unable to attend school because they now live in deep poverty and cannot afford simple
school supplies.

Egypt - #16 on the list, Egyptian Christians also face persecution on a daily life level which Open Doors describes as
“dictatorial paranoia.” Christian widows struggle with poverty and providing their children with an education.
Indigenous Ministries welcomes widows and their children into our Child Sponsorship Program in an effort to provide
the love of God, stabilization and belonging, as well as regular food supplies and educational opportunities for the
children. An especially impactful sector of ministry is providing vocational and upper level education opportunities for
the children who are aging out of our Child Sponsorship Program.
IMI provides training, encouraging and support to local pastors in their labors. We’ve seen this program become very
successful in the lives of the families enrolled, and with the churches and pastors IMI has engaged with for over 13
years. The national Egypt Pastors’ conference has expanded to encompass pastors throughout the Middle East
Sources:
1. “The World Watch List; The Top 50 Countries Where its Most Dif cult to Follow Jesus,” www.opendoorsusa.com
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2. Barrett Alexander, February 18, 2021, “Syria’s Economic Collapse and Its Impact on the Most Vulnerable,”
www.csis.org

Thank you to so many who have already given generously to the Christmas
for the Children Fundraiser! We wanted to update you on the exciting plans in
the Middle East for this Christmas: the teams are planning parties and a
Christmas program they will be presenting six times. Complete with new
costumes, the program will include skits, songs and an encouraging message
with the gospel. Each child in IMI’s program will receive a gift as well. You don’t
have to sponsor a child to get involved and really make a difference.
Donate today online or use the form on this page and mail your check in.
Thank you and God bless you.

15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 13
Colorado Springs, CO 8092
www.IndigenousMinistries.or
719.302.302
Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax
deductible as allowed under IRS regulations. Donate
online securely on our website or mail a check to the
address above
We use 81% of gifts for program expenses, 12%
administrative and 7% fundraising per IMI’s 2020 990

Prayer Request
* Pray for those who were recently
baptized (see page 1
* Pray for 13 new sponsors for Grace Bible
students. Pray for the students as they
study and deepen their faith
* Pray for ministry preparations for 202
* Pray for the nancial needs of IMI’s
general fund and for the Year End Fund
to be fully funded for 2022 ministry
* Pray for Christmas celebration plans as
IMI teams prepare outreach program
* Pray for national pastors and churches for the pastors’ marriages, children and
for godly church leaders to serve wel
* Pray for health needs of one of our staff
in N Iraq and for two children - all three
are in need of back surgery
* Pray for the discipleship of teens in N
Iraq through the IMI team
* Pray for GBC faculty and student body
who they are under curfew for protection
after recent violent outbreak
* Pray for sponsors for 20 refugee children
in Ira
* Pray for persecuted Christians in the
Middle East

Your gift of $25 or more helps us buy each child in Egypt
and Iraq in our Sponsor-a-Child program a special gift
and extra food for their family. Help us keep COVID-19
from stealing Christmas from these needy kids!

WE’RE BRINGING JOY ONE CHILD AT A TIME
WITH A CHRIST-CENTERED CHRISTMAS!
Questions? We’ll be happy to help! Call 719.302.3028

Thank you and God !e" you!
Donate online at IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:
Indigenous Ministries • 15455 Gleneagle Drive, Suite 130 • Colorado Springs, CO 80921

Indigenous Ministries is a 501 (C)(3), all gifts are tax deductible as allowed under IRS law, you will receive a receipt.

Of ces in:

C re

Indigenous Ministries Boar
Wayne Schield
Water Resource Solutions, LL

Anthony Stratton, Brigadier
General, Wing Commander

Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Churc

Please check the area below you would like to support:

Financ

______ Year End Greatest Need Fun
______ Rapid Response Fund
______ GBC Student Sponsorship
______ South East Asia Ministry

Clay Glassford, Accountan
BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation,
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Financial Consultant
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15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO 80921
You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

Pastor Ken Ford
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Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:

Alaska Air National Guar
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Child Sponsorships ____
Christmas for the Children _____
John and Dee Cook’s Support _____
Craig and Kathy Miller’s Support _____

