
      

The Liaison
March 2022

John Dee

BACKPACK & SCHOOL SUPPLIES 2022 
CAMPAIGN IS ON! 

2021 

Last month we shared two new areas of ministry Indigenous 
Ministries is privileged to engage in N. Iraq.  This article by IMI CEO, 
John Cook, details an outreach last month to a Yazidi refugee camp, 
one of the two.  

The light of the new day broke with a biting cold, much too piercing 
to be outside, yet as we drove up to the Yazidi refugee camp, the 
men walked to meet us bundled in their warmest of both jackets 
and traditional full length coats.  The wind caught their coats and 
headgear, causing everyone to hunch over and pull our clothes 
closer. Our pastor who has been working in ministry to the Yazidis in 
N. Iraq shared that just a few days before, a foot of snow was on 
the ground.  With me that day was Craig Miller, IMI US staff and 
Fadi, IMI N. Iraq staff.  (cont’d on page 2)


Did you know that half of all refugee children do not attend school* and 
almost 70% of refugee children drop out of school after 6th grade? ** Many 
leave school early due to lack of simple school supplies.  

Be part of changing the future of children in the Middle East by 
providing backpacks and school supplies they desperately need!!  Each 
year we raise funds to help children in the Middle East go to school and 
STAY in school.  

Our goal is $40,000 in 2022 to help thousands of kids! Join us with a 
generous donations today!  More on page 3

Helping Yazidis in N. Iraq

A boy near the Iranian border stands 
proudly with his new IMI backpack 

GBC Nears Accreditation! 
Grace Bible College, India, is one step closer to accreditation status with ATA (Asia Theological Association) and everyone on the both 
sides of the ocean is very excited!  We’ll keep you updated.  URGENT FINANCIAL NEED: This school year has brought a number of 
additional expenses we’re asking for help to cover. Please turn to page 4 for more info and help out if the Lord leads you to do so.   

John Cook hands heating oil vouchers to Yazidi men in N. Iraq.  
Earlier in the month, IMI distributed food to these refugees also.   

After the horrific violence of 2014-15 in which the Islamic State specifically has sought to annihilate this ancient people group, over 
5,000 Yazidis were killed, 6,417 were kidnapped and hundreds of thousands are still displaced from their villages. 
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Helping Yazidis in N. Iraq 
(cont’d from page 1)  As the men came out to greet us, most of the rest of their family members stayed inside out of 
the cold. Besieged, their villages and homes razed to the ground, their daily life is now lived behind makeshift 
fiberboard walls and snow-ladened tarp roofs.  Plastic and styrofoam window coverings were reinforced at every point 
as a buttress for the families inside against the cold wind. Stair rails made of recycled wooden pallets led to upper 
dwellings.  Little faces peered out from behind doorless entryways to satisfy the curious minds of little children. 


We had come to meet a dire need and share with the people a ration of 20 liters of kerosene per family to provide a 
small space with warmth and comfort within the makeshift shelters. Our pastor had shared with me that the weather 
turned to a deep cold 10 days before and several died as a result. He had called and asked me if there was some way 
that we could help these people he ministers to, and we were able to respond as the result of your heart in 
participation with Rapid Response gifts. With great appreciation, these families received coupons to present to a friend 
of ours with a fuel station in exchange for a 20 liter (5 gallon) fuel can.


This village is located on the northwestern part of Iraq, an area close to the Syrian and Turkish borders. It was in 2008 
that I had the privilege of visiting Syria and the villages that I had been in were less than 15 miles away on the other 
side of that border. This is the land of the ancient kingdom of Assyria. The river that runs through this area, the Tigress, 
waters hundreds of thousands of acres of agricultural land that even to this day is a land of sheep and wheat. This is 
the Biblical land known as “The Paddan Aram” the place that Abraham sent his servant to find a wife for his son Isaac. 
This is the land of Rachel, Laban, Leah and Rebecca.  The place were Jacob fled to escape his brother’s anger for the 
theft of the birthright, the place where the Lord blessed him, a land of sheep and wheat.  Today, many of the people 
live as their ancestors did 3800 years ago. This land has been fought over for centuries by historic giants. In 2nd Kings 
18, Scripture reveals that Shalmaneser the King of Assyria sent the Children of Israel to Hala and Habor who were 
captives from Samaria during the time of Hezekiah in 722 BC. 


Here we stood on this ancient land, sharing the love of Jesus Christ with these people.  People so torn from the 
devastation of the hatred of ISIS, and even to this day their homeland is a place hotly contested as to who owns it now. 
I was moved to see these Yazidi people receiving the gift that we were able to share in Jesus’ name. Weekly the pastor 
shares the Word of God with them and is spending time in their camps praying for them and encouraging them to turn 
their hearts to Jesus. 


As a ministry, we have helped Yazidis in this region since 2014.  I remember 
one of the men we had ministered to came to me and shared his prayerbook. 
Every morning as the sun comes up they begin their day with a prayer to 
Jesus the Christ.  Spiritual seeds are growing as we are watering what others 
did years ago sharing the gospel with the Yazidis.


New Child Sponsorship Program with Yazidis:  In response to need of these 
refugees and their families, IMI has opened up a brand new area of Child 
Sponsorship outreach. We announced last month that we were starting with 
10 children and what’s exciting is that within hours of the email going out, five 
of these ten children were sponsored! Word got out fast, and you can’t image 
what an encouragement this was to our Iraq teams! 


Available for sponsorship: Our teams are enrolling more Yazidi children who 
are available for sponsorship.  Pray that the Lord of the Harvest will allow us to 
minister so as to build faith in Christ into the hearts of the people.  Their 
response to our ministry? A number of the men have shared that it is only the 
Christians that care. 


I want to thank those who continue to fund the Rapid Response Fund which gives us the ability to share in meeting 
the needs of people and also to share with them the Love of Christ. Thank you for your encouragement that you have 
brought to these precious people that Jesus Christ gave his life for.   - John W. Cook, CEO 


Two Yazidi boys
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BIBLE STUDIES HELP TEEN REFUGEES IN N. IRAQ

*https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/9/61360ce24/critical-gaps-refugee-education-thirds-refugee-youth-might-secondary-school.html 
**https://www.unhcr.org/612f85d64/unhcr-education-report-2021-staying-course-challenges-facing-refugee-education 

N. Iraq - Twice a month we have Bible study at the church for our kids in the Child 
Sponsorship Program. The lesson being shared in the top picture was “Seven Reasons to 
Pray.” We teach kids how to pray and how to have  a relationship with God, and we have 
time to play and have time together. More than half of these youth aren’t in school, but we 
are sharing the Bible with them. We are seeing God do many things with these youth and 
they are hungry for the Bible. Keep praying for these kids and also Muslim kids we share 
the love of God; he is changing their lives which they want. Each month we visit with many 
families sharing about the true Christian life, about Jesus and they ask questions about the 
Bible. We also hold food distributions each month and without these food provisions, 
refugee families cannot continue their lives each month. The food here is very costly now 
and the people are suffering, especially after COVID.  

Thank you for your prayers and child sponsorships, I 
see your letters to the children and we all know you 
really love them. Pray for our teams with the new 
Yazidi families they are helping. Thank you for 
sponsoring them now because the need there is very 
big. DASH (ISIS) left a lot of devastation in the life of 
the Yazidis. - Mryana, IMI Child Sponsorship 
Coordinator for N. Iraq 

Above top, refugee teens in a Bible 
Study, middle, IMI food distribution in 
a refugee camp, right, two of IMI’s 
team visit a family near Mosul.

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/9/61360ce24/critical-gaps-refugee-education-thirds-refugee-youth-might-secondary-school.html
https://www.unhcr.org/612f85d64/unhcr-education-report-2021-staying-course-challenges-facing-refugee-education


15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax 
deductible as allowed under IRS regulations.  Donate 
online securely on our website or mail a check to the 
address above.

We use 81% of gifts for program expenses, 12% 
administrative and 7% fundraising per IMI’s 2020 990.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ Backpack & School Supplies Fundraiser
    ______ Rapid Response Fund 
    ______ GBC Urgent Need 
    ______ South East Asia Ministry

Child Sponsorships ____
I’d like to sponsor a Yazidi Child _____

John and Dee Cook’s Support _____ 
Craig and Kathy Miller’s Support _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Colorado, Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt 

and India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Wayne Schieldt

Water Resource Solutions, LLC

Tony Stratton, Brigadier General
Pastor Ken Ford

Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant

BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation, 
Financial Consultant 
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Prayer Requests

* Pray for the people of Ukraine; for the 
millions of new refugees throughout 
Europe from Ukraine. 

* Pray for a $36,000 funding need for the 
Grace Bible College ministry 

* Praise God that the ATA GBC 
accreditation campus visit/inspection 
went well

* Pray for IMI national pastors and their 
families

* Pray for the new expansion of IMI’s Egypt 
ministry in Cairo and Alexandria

* Praise God for unprecedented openings 
in two new Iraq ministry fields. Pray for 
wisdom, resources and workers to meet 
the needs God has opened up before us.

* Pray for field representatives for IMI to 
share the ministry in churches in the US

* Pray for God’s Word to be shared clearly 
and effectively through Indigenous 
Ministries 

GRACE BIBLE COLLEGE 

Credit Cards & Bank 
Acc’t  #s accepted 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” Isaiah 6:8

As India emerges from COVID restrictions, it feels like a new era, 
but on campus at Grace Bible College, classes have continued and 
as graduation nears on April 1, we’d like to share some updates and 
a special need with you. Never before have we been more excited 
about what God is doing! 

1.  The ATA (Asia Theological Association) campus visit was held 
earlier this month.  This is the final step towards accreditation. 

2.  The 2021-2022 graduation ceremonies will be held on April 1. 
John and Dee Cook will be attending the graduation, Lord willing. 

3.   URGENT FINANCIAL NEED:  
- A second vehicle; the older Echo van (not the large Tempo 

2019 van) quit in January and no longer passes the Indian 
government vehicle age allowance. This is a very important vehicle 
to the staff and much needed daily. $15,000

- Add’l campus maint/equipment/accreditation exp.  $21,000

We are asking the Lord and our donors for $36,000 to cover 
these expenses.  Would you help? 

If you feel led to give to this very important need, please write a note 
with your check, or if you give online, in the note section, let us know 
it is for the GBC Urgent Need. 

IMI has Candid/GuideStar’s 
Gold Seal of Transparency

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

