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John Dee

Not able to attend school, because his refugee parents cannot afford school 
supplies, 12 year old Fadi (not his real name) deals with depression.  TV and 
games are his closest friends - but we can help him get back in school with a 

backpack and simple school supplies he desperately needs! 

2021 Egypt Nat’l Pastors’ Conference

As India pulses back online to normal life after two years engulfed in the world’s largest lockdown, the Maharashtra, the 
most populated state in India fully reopened all schools in March. This was the signal for John and Dee Cook to take to the 
Friendly Skies to attend Grace Bible College’s 18th graduation on April 1. After a series of roadblocks and snags, God 
opened the way and they arrived March 31. Much has transpired in the two years since COVID descended, uniting our 
globe both in pain and suffering, but also in specially celebrated milestones. Below, you’re looking at a cause for celebration! 

Standing in the middle row are nine graduates who received their BTH (Bachelor of Theology) and in the back row, the 11 
who received their diplomas and certificates. Credit: First, To God be the Glory! Next, a special word of thanks to our GBC 
prayer partners, faithful sponsors and donors who have helped carry this school through these two years. Thank you to 
Principal Tantarpale, the faculty, staff and board of GBC (pictured below) for their diligence and perseverance. More on page 2 

Grace Bible College 2022 Graduation 

Grace Bible College 
Attains Long 
Anticipated 

Accreditation Status! 
See page 3

INDIGENOUS MINISTRIES’ ANNUAL 
BACKPACK AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

FUNDRAISER CHANGES LIVES !  
$85/Child  More on page 3
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India’s COVID Impact on GBC
India - What have the past two years been like for our Grace Bible College 
faculty, staff and students?  Difficult and challenging, just like everywhere else. 
But how difficult? Perhaps the fact that the Indian government is in a heated 
debate with the W.H.O. (World Health Organization) regarding the anticipated 
release of global COVID deaths sheds some light on this topic. The W.H.O. has 
recently re-calculated that 15 million died due to the pandemic; this is more than 
double the original estimate of six million, and more than a third of the additional 
nine million are attributed to India. India’s government, in a statement released to 
the United Nations Statistical Commission in February, stated, “India feels that 
the process was neither collaborative nor adequately representative.”


While in India, we asked people their opinion on the number of COVID deaths; 
the response was always the same: since cremation the same day as death is 
mandatory (for Hindus; for Christians, the body must be buried by evening), in 
remote villages which were in tight isolated lockdowns for months, no one really 
knows how many people died, and there are no bodies to count. The consensus 
is that local death tolls were significantly higher than the government reports, 

especially when the second wave hit in February 2021. 


An especially sensitive subject is the number of Christians and Christian 
leaders who died due to COVID. Within India’s population of 1.386 billion is 
a comparatively small Christian community, and news of Christians dying 
due to COVID traveled fast. In Nagpur (central India) alone, 48 local pastors 
lost their lives in the 2021 second wave. The trauma of so many deaths and 
unattended funerals is still painful. 


India’s number of trained national evangelical pastors were few and far 
between prior to COVID, and with the shocking news of so many shepherd-
less national churches, the question is being asked, what now? Where do 
we find prepared and trained pastors?


This crisis drives home in a new way the importance the role Christian 
schools like Grace Bible College play in preparing and training Christian 
workers for ministry in India. Now with the ranks noticeably thinner, GBC’s 
role just became even more vital.


On GBC’s campus, students we spoke with have changed their initial plans, 
as God appears to be using COVID’s hardships to re-shape their futures. 
Several who were going to attend a vocational school nearby have decided 
to stay. The reason? Love.


Most of the 2021-22 freshman class (the largest GBC has had so far) are from a nearby hostel, Boys and Girls Christian Home.  
Either orphans or half orphans from Hindu and Buddhist background, these students are ground zero for tomorrow’s ministry staff. 
Their stories resonate with abandonment and abuse, yet in the midst of a terrifying pandemic, they have experienced sacrificial 
Christian love in action from the GBC leadership, faculty and staff.  Even during the extreme lockdowns the government imposed, 
the care and love was consistent. This is a love that is hard to look away from, and is compelling and impressionable to young 
people in need. This summer 22 students are living on campus because they quite literally have no place else to go until their 
vocational schools reopen in July, but they want to stay at GBC.  To help pay their way, they are helping with maintenance projects 
even through the summer heat where temperatures reach 115 and 120. 


What has this love in action produced?  After a year at GBC most from this class have changed their minds and have asked to stay 
at least another year.  When asked why, they smile and said, “I love it here…the staff really care about me, especially during COVID 
they met all my needs and took care of me, and I love studying the Bible. I think I now want to serve God in ministry.” Even 
graduates have adjusted their future plans.  Pallavi, who graduated with her Bachelor of Theology this month, was headed into the 
police force, but she’s changed her mind.  Instead, because of the influence and ministry of GBC’s faculty, she wants to return to her 
village with her church sharing Christ. She said her three years at GBC have prepared her in ways she never imagined and now feels 
God is leading her into ministry.  


Visit our new Grace Bible College website page at https://indigenousministries.org/grace-bible-college/.  Learn how you can impact 
these students and join in praying for and supporting this work.  In July we will release the number of new students who will need 
sponsorship for 2022-2023.                                  * https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/16/health/global-covid-deaths-who-india.html

The news isn’t all gloomy, for India has reason to 
be proud of its scientific community in the 
development and manufacturing of COVID 
vaccines and the export of some 132.5 million 
vaccines to 98 countries. Other top vaccine 
exporters:  EEU 2,131.8 m, China 1,832.7 m, USA 
801.5 m, Republic of Korea 206.5 m. (Source: 
World Trade Organization, wto.org).


The economy is strong, albeit shaken by inflation 
and the Russian-Ukraine war. People on the 
streets, however, seem to be happy to be “out” and 
the evening markets are flooded once again with 
massive, colorful crowds.  On a side street the day 
of the Hindu God Ram’s birthday, we saw a large 
crowd dancing to loud drums around a rolling 
massive statue of the god.  

L-R Shiva, Ritesh, Diptanshu and Bharat from 
the 2021-22 Freshman Class

http://wto.org
https://indigenousministries.org/grace-bible-college/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/16/health/global-covid-deaths-who-india.html
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Changing Lives with 
School Supplies

Thank you for helping us reach $17,000 
so far of the $40,000 goal!  These funds 
will impact boys and girls in the Middle 
East not only in their 2022-23 school year 
but for their lives!   

Please give as generous a gift as you 
can to this very worthy cause!   

Donate by check using the form on    
p a g e 4 o r d o n a t e o n l i n e a t 
www.indigenousministries.org.

India - As Grace Bible College's graduation came to an end, Principal Pramod Tantarpale stood up and in closing 
comments announced that Grace Bible College is now accredited by Asia Theological Association. He gave God the 
glory for this remarkable achievement, also thanked the faculty and staff for their hard efforts to reach this stage.  

He especially wanted John and Dee Cook to take home with them most sincere appreciation from himself personally, 
the GBC board, faculty and staff to the IMI sponsors, donors and prayer partners in the U.S. who so faithfully uphold this 
college day by day.  This milestone opens up many doors for GBC’s future as together, Indigenous Ministries and GBC 
continue to prepare men and women for ministry and life through a solid, biblical education. Future plans include 
developing the school into a Master’s level educational institution and campus expansion. 

GBC PRINCIPAL ANNOUNCES NEW ACCREDITATION STATUS

Top Row: Sawari, John 
teaching in chapel, 
Ashish, one of the 
teachers, and Megha. 

Bottom Row: Final 
exams, Ravindra and 
Arpan showing off the 
GBC rabbi t hutch.  
R i g h t , D e e w i t h 
Pallavi, Megha and 
Nikita.

http://www.indigenousministries.org


15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax 
deductible as allowed under IRS regulations.  Donate 
online securely on our website or mail a check to the 
address above.

We use 81% of gifts for program expenses, 12% 
administrative and 7% fundraising per IMI’s 2020 990.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ Backpack & School Supplies Fundraiser
    ______ Rapid Response Fund 
    ______ Grace Bible College
    ______ South East Asia Ministry

General Fund _____
Child Sponsorships ____

John and Dee Cook’s Support _____ 
Craig and Kathy Miller’s Support _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Colorado, Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt 

and India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Wayne Schieldt

Water Resource Solutions, LLC

Tony Stratton, Brigadier General
Pastor Ken Ford

Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant

BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation, 
Financial Consultant 
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Prayer Requests

* Pray for the people of Ukraine; for the 
millions of new refugees throughout 
Europe from Ukraine. 

* Pray for the GBC students this summer 
as they begin their practical ministry 
among villages and tribes. 

* Pray for a $35,000 funding need for the 
Grace Bible College ministry 

* Praise God for the GBC students who 
graduated this year

* Pray for IMI national pastors and their 
families

* Praise God for unprecedented openings 
in two new Iraq ministry fields. Pray for 
wisdom, resources and workers to meet 
the needs God has opened up before us.

* Pray for field representatives for IMI to 
share the ministry in churches in the US

* Pray for God’s Word to be shared clearly 
and effectively through Indigenous 
Ministries 

Credit Cards & Bank 
Acc’t  #s accepted 

IMI has Candid/GuideStar’s 
Gold Seal of Transparency

While in India this month, I had the opportunity to sit with several of our alumni in 
Mumbai and other areas in Maharashtra listening as they shared ministry in the context 
of COVID’s shadow and the incredible need for the gospel. Once my former student at 
Grace Bible College, Rev. Sagar Gaikwad and I stood together as he translated my 
chapel messages and sermons. He serves in Eastern Maharashtra translating the 
Jesus Film into tribal languages. His wife graduated from GBC this year and will serve 
with her husband in ministry among their own tribal group and others in the area.  

Hours before Dee and I exited the country through Mumbai, we met with two more GBC 
graduates, both former students of mine. They had traveled two hours to meet with us 
and it was a special privilege and joy to hear about their growing families and the 
multiple churches they are each pastoring; the growth and challenges they face. We 
prayed together for their respective ministries and gospel outreach within the country.                
- John W. Cook, CEO 

India has a population of 1.386 billion people, 2,363 people groups, and of these 
people groups, 2,126, or, 90% of the people groups in India are still unreached 
with the gospel.* The need is very great indeed.   

“Therefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” 
Matthew 9:38 (NASB) 

GBC ALUMNI CONTINUE TO IMPACT LIVES WITH THE 

Pictured, left, are this year’s GBC 
s tudents who a re f rom a t r iba l 
background. Each one shared the great 
need for the gospel in their tribal people 
group. Please pray with us for these 
students as they return to their villages 
this summer. Pray for open hearts and 
productive opportunities for them to 
share their faith back home. 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

