The Liaison
May 2022

WHY DOESN’T INDIA HAVE MORE CHRISTIANS?
How many people in India are currently being reached with the gospel? India
is the second most populated country in the world with a population of 1.387
billion people. The exact percentage of how many Christians there are in India
is in debate, however the 2% gure is used by the Pew Research and the
government while popular, doesn’t take into account pockets like the south
with estimates that 25% or higher are Christians. In the Northeast states,
Mizoram, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh and
Nagaland, the gures are 85-99% Christian.
Christianity is not new to India. In fact, it 2021
was Egypt
the Apostle
Thomas
who came to
Nat’l Pastors’
Conference
Kerala, southern India in A.D. 52 and shared the gospel throughout the region
with many coming to Christ. When Thomas led the king of Mylapore’s
daughter to Christ, however, the king had Thomas killed, according to tradition.
Through the centuries Christianity has seen advances and formations as millions have shared their faith and
thousands of nationals and missionaries through the centuries have given their lives for the cause of Christ.
Fast forward to 2022 and our concern for this enormous Harvest Field. How many people are classi ed as
“unreached” with the gospel? With a vast population to cover, we’re focusing on the people groups in India,
which number 2,373, and of these groups, 2,135 (90.0%) are unreached with the gospel. Next we zoom in on
the following seven people groups for a special reason. These are some of the people groups our Grace Bible
College students and alumni are reaching out to right now with the gospel. Here we go:
The Kond people group is 473,000 souls, they are Hindus, and 7,430, or, 1.7% are reached with the gospel. Needed: 9 workers
The Korku people group is 1.281 million, they are Hindus, and 3,844, or, 0.30% are reached with the gospel. Needed: 27 workers
The Pardhi people group is 423,000, they are Hindus, and 253, or, 0.06% are reached with the gospel. Needed: 8 workers
The Mouchi people group is 2.347 million, Hindus majority, and 4,767, or 0.20% are reached with the gospel. Needed: 48 workers
Dee
The Koli people group is 15.854 million, Hindus majority, 60,347,John
or 0.38% are reached with the
gospel. Needed: 319 workers
The Bhil people group is 19.389 million, they are Hindus, and 147,925, or, 0.76% are reached with the gospel. Needed: 388 workers
The Banjara people group is 7.881 million, Hindu majority, and 35,849, or 0.45% are reached with the gospel. Needed: 161 workers
All gures are from the https://joshuaproject.net/countries/IN website. A very special thanks to many who work hard to bring us these vital numbers!
See page 3 for the rest of this article

Ghazel is from Syria and for six years has been unable to attend school! First her parents couldn’t get
permission. When they did, they couldn’t afford her school supplies!! Now Ghazel is proud she’s been
attending school this past year. She’s our child in N. Iraq and we’re so proud to sponsor her,
but SO MANY OTHER refugee kids don’t have the money to go to school.
They are waiting to hear the gospel. Won’t you help? - John and Dee (for security reasons we can’t post Gazel’s picture)
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INDIGENOUS MINISTRIES’ ANNUAL BACKPACK & SCHOOL
SUPPLIES FUNDRAISER CHANGES LIVES!
$85/Child More on page 3
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THE URGENCY TO INVEST IN TRAINING NATIONALS!
There is an ongoing debate as to the importance and e ectiveness of either sending US
workers (missionaries) overseas or sending a national from their own country. There is a
point that some would make saying that a U.S. worker is working for and is accountable
to US oversight, and there are strong points within this discussion. Other considerations:
The cost of sending a U.S. worker in both time and in nancial resources are high and
challenging. The average cost of a U.S. worker to serve overseas is comparable or higher
than it costs to live in the U.S., and in many places such as Europe, cost of living can be
as much as 40% higher. The time investment also is high in that it is taking many up to 5
years to achieve full support. The time to learn the language is another 2 years.

Above, John Cook with GBC
Principal Pramod Tantarpale in
India last month. Dr. Tantarpale
was trained at Calcutta Bible
C o l l e g e ( w h i c h J o h n ’s
grandfather co-founded) and
has been serving in Christian
education ever since.

But what about a national? In many countries, the cost for living for a national is from
$200 to $1,000 monthly, and no language training, visas, airfare, or shipping of household
goods to another country needed. The time it takes for a U.S. worker to lead their rst
person to Christ can be as long as ten years in very di cult places, where the time for a
national is around two weeks.

When you think of the cost comparison of getting a U.S. worker overseas verses the cost
of training of nationals, the big di erences come to light. The resources to support one
U.S. Christian worker for a year is equivalent to the cost of training 65 nationals for one
year, or, 21 nationals for three years at Grace Bible College. A Bible college graduate who
begins into serving the Lord at 25 and retires at 70 gives his or her community 45 years of ministry service and impact,
and after retirement, his or her impact and legacy continues.
In many countries in the 10-40 window, a U.S. Christian worker may not be allowed to minister in interior areas. Using
India as a reference, interior ministry is signi cantly challenging with restrictions (not advisable for non-Indians) and
additional language barriers. While learning Hindi, the national language is important, it may not be enough. Most tribal
areas have their own language making it necessary to learn another language for e ective ministry.
Doesn’t it make sense to bring a person from the interior, or tribal areas, give them solid biblical training, and send
them back to their own people?
How is this working? Very successfully. Over the years of the ministry of Grace Bible College we have seen 16 tribal
groups represented through our graduates, several have gone on to work on the Jesus Film translating the story of
Christ into their own tribal languages and also those close by. Others are church planting, pastors, children’s workers,
women’s ministry leaders, involved in discipleship and training other nationals in remote areas. In larger cities, GBC
alumni are ministering to children caught in human sex tra cking. Other graduates are going into the mountain areas
and e ectively sharing Christ in remote villages. I remember one of our Grace Bible College graduates whom I met by
chance as Dee and I were driving though the interior in Maharashtra. He saw me and I stopped the car and we greeted
each other. He asked me to come with him to four villages because he had 38 people ready to follow the Lord in
baptism. I was so encouraged to see him and hear this blessing. He had planted these four churches.
I’ve seen it over and over; when a tribal trusts the Lord Jesus he or she become the sweetest and most dedicated
follower of Christ. Tribals are committed to reaching their own people for the Lord and have a real heart for following
through with sharing their faith.
Within Grace Bible College currently we have students from seven tribal groups represented. Being one who has been
generationally connected to ministry in India personally I am very excited to share this with you, as each one
represents some major movement forward into an unreached people group. These tribes represented today at GBC are
the Kond, Korku, Pardhi, Mouchi, Koli, Bhil, and the Banjarah. The tribals represent the grass root fabric of India yet
also represent the highest percentage of the unreached. On page one we’ve listed the populations of these tribals and
how many of them have been reached with the gospel.
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We are making this a continued priority of reaching the unreached. But the need is urgent and every year we wait,
people go to a Christ-less eternity. It is your love for the Lord and His ministry that gives us the opportunity to continue
to impact these people for Christ - thank you. - John W. Cook, CEO
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Changing Lives with
School Supplies
Thank you for helping us reach $20,000 so far of
the $40,000 goal! These funds will impact boys and
girls in the Middle East not only in their 2022-23
school year but for their lives! Please give as
generous a gift as you can to this very worthy
cause!
Donate by check using the form on page 4 or scan
the barcode below with your phone’s camera:

(Continued from page 1) The “workers” gure you see in the illustration means each worker needs
to reach 50,000 people which is signi cant for one person. The time frame Joshua Project gives
isn’t clear (in a year, over a lifetime?) so this number is a crude estimate at best, but it is
something to use for a point of reference.
With only one people group, the Kond people group having over
1% reached, the need in India is staggering. Persecution which
has been a signi cant element in this story has been part of India’s
Christians’ story, continues to this day. For centuries Christians in
this region have su ered persecution at the hands of invaders,
kings, other religions and even other Christians. This is a dark side
of ministry which can either overshadow the purposes for which
God has called us or can bring us into a closer focus on trusting in
Above, a local Hindu temple in Maharashtra
the one thing we know is certain: God is
God and he doesn’t need to explain
himself to us. He is also sovereign and with a love none of us can
understand, wants ALL to hear and have the opportunity to come to a
saving knowledge and live a life of relationship with Him.

Above, this year’s GBC students
who are from a tribal background.
Each one shared the great need
for the gospel in their tribal people
group. Please pray with us for
these students as they return to
their villages this summer. Pray for
open hearts and productive
opportunities for them to share
their faith back home.

Indigenous Ministries, in partnership with Grace Bible College in India is
training young men and women with a biblical college education for a
lifetime of ministry. We’re praying for others who are serious about seeing
nationals trained for ministry to join us in this amazing ministry frontier
with front row seats to what God the Holy Spirit is doing: Drawing Indian
nationals to himself for his purposes! Praise God!
The Lord is not slow to ful ll his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. II Peter 3:9
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To donate to the Grace Bible College fund or sponsor a student, use the form on page 4, or scan the barcode on the right with your
phone’s camera. Sponsorship for one student is $1200/year, or, $100/month. Thank you.
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GBC Campus is Getting a Facelift!
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org
719.302.3028
Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax deductible
as allowed under IRS regulations. Donate online securely on
our website or mail a check to the address above.
We use 81% of gifts for program expenses, 12% administrative
and 7% fundraising per IMI’s 2020 990.

Prayer Requests
* Pray for the people of Ukraine; for the millions
of new refugees throughout Europe from
Ukraine
* Pray for Miral Hilal, one of our kids in our Child
Sponsorship Program in N. Iraq, who was in a
car accident recently and shattered her leg
* She has had surgery and is recovering.
* Pray for a $29,000 funding need for the Grace
Bible College ministry
* Pray for our Grace Bible College staff and
students who are remaining on campus this
summer - these are orphans who do not have
homes to return to - as they work on a number
of campus projects in the extreme heat.
* Pray for GBC student teams ministering in
villages this summer in their practical
ministries. Already they have reported back
warm welcomes and a hunger and thirst to
hear more about the Bible.
* Pray for IMI national pastors and their families
* Pray for the new teams in our two new areas of
ministry in N. Iraq as they begin registering
children into the program
* Pray for eld representatives for IMI to share
the ministry in churches in the US
* Pray for God’s Word to be shared clearly and
effectively through Indigenous Ministries

IMI has Candid/GuideStar’s
Gold Seal of Transparency
Of ces in:
Colorado, Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt
and India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Wayne Schieldt
Water Resource Solutions, LLC

Tony Stratton, Brigadier General
Pastor Ken Ford
Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

GBC campus is being
cleaned, maintained and
improved! Students, faculty
and staff are all working
hard before the new school
year begins in July!

Recent accreditation status has also brought with it several requirements we are
working hard with the GBC faculty and staff to bring about. First, the hiring of new
faculty, second, a computer lab and third, more classrooms and faculty offices.
Project currently in the works at Grace Bible College
campus, central India:
* New window coverings for the library to keep out
the extreme heat and protect the books, cost:
$2,000 (partially funded)
* Computer lab in the library, cost: $10,000
* Complete refurbishing of a shipping container
(formerly the boys bathroom) into office space for
faculty (pic, right), cost: $7,500 (partially funded)
Would you pray with us for resources to complete these projects before July when the
new 2022-23 school year begins? Thank you!
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Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO 80921
You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information

Please check the area below you would like to support:
Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant
BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation,
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Financial Consultant

______ Backpack & School Supplies Fundraiser
General Fund _____
______ Sponsor a GBC student
Child Sponsorships ____
______ Grace Bible College
Rapid Response _____
______ South East Asia Ministry
Craig and Kathy Miller’s Support _____

