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 Making Room for Christ This Christmas

Year End Greatest Need Fundraiser

In II Samuel 7:1-11, David was in his palace talking to the prophet Nathan about the contrast of how he lived in 
a beautiful palace and yet God was living in a tent. He wanted to change that. Nathan replied that whatever he 
had in mind he should do it. But as Nathan pillowed his head that evening, God appeared to him and had 
something to say about this. God pointed out that he had not previously asked for a palace and he didn’t want 
David to build him one now. Instead, he had a much different plan, one that involved David’s heir, Solomon.  I 
wonder if you have ever been disappointed with where you thought your life would be?


God recounted to David that he had called him from being a shepherd to being a king, and that his favor was 
still on David despite the fact that he would not be building the temple. In chapter 7:18, David looked at all his 
surroundings and said, "Who am I?” He recognized that God had blessed him abundantly, calling him from 
nothing to being a king.  He acknowledged that God’s words are true, and David acknowledged his position 
before God in humility.  David accepted where he was before God. 


I wonder if you’ve looked at your life this Christmas seeing that you've been blessed, yes, but that things in your 
life have not turned out as you previously thought they would.  When Jesus was born, he came into a world that 
didn’t have a place for him.  There was no room in Bethlehem where he could be born.  If Dee and I came to 
your home, I am confident that you’d welcome us in, but for Jesus, the son of God, there was no room.  Mary 
took her son after he was born in a stable and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, (Cont’d on page 2)           

Over 255,248 were impacted in 2021 by Indigenous Ministries in 
the Middle East and India. Never before has your gift been so 
critical and needed in the goal of $150,000! This is a turning point for 
this ministry, and the battle for souls is raging. The three minutes 
you take to donate could mean the difference between life and   
d e a t h f o r a c h i l d , f o r a f a m i l y . D o n a t e o n l i n e a t 
www.indigenousministries.org (look for this picture, left, on the 
home page), use the form on page four or scan the QR code inside. 
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Year End Greatest Need Fundraiser  

Christmas Programs in Iraq!
Iraq - Thousands of children in Iraq have been enjoying Christmas this 
month as our IM teams have been very busy presenting programs and 
presents to children. This includes Baghdad and five areas in 
Kurdistan. For some children, it was the very first time they’ve ever 
heard the name “Jesus” or who he was and the story of his birth.  In 
most areas, our teams were welcomed and appreciated, while in 
others, they were harassed and threatened. But in every area, the 
children received a special Christmas and heard the good news of why 
Jesus came. Thank you to our sponsors and donors for giving so that 
the children would receive a special present and a Christmas 
celebration.  These kids will never forget the love and fun from this 
Christmas!  Next month look for pics of our teams in Egypt!

Indigenous Ministries is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with no other means of 
income other than appeals to fund the ongoing work of church planting, 
child sponsorships, evangelism, discipleship, Bible college training and 
women’s ministry. We don’t have a larger organization to undergird our 
financials; we rely solely on the Lord and each of you, our Indigenous 
Ministries family! From the very beginnings of IM in 1997 and 2003, we 
were told by “experts” that reaching nationals through nationals wasn’t 
actually a solid mission plan, but God said, “Trust me; where I lead you, I 
will provide for you.”  And he has! Last year this ministry impacted 

255,248 souls in three countries and dozens of ministry areas for God’s glory as you responded 
with your partnership through prayers and donations. We appreciate you and thank the Lord for you! Together let’s 
reach more souls for Christ in 2023!

This December I need your help with reaching our $150,000 goal to continue to minister in difficult-access countries to 
the most needy.  Would you help with as generous a gift as you can give?  Scan the QR code, left, or use the form on 
page four.  - John Cook, CEO 

(From page 1) or rags. I can’t help but think of what God has done for us.  Because of Christmas, God has said to us, 
“Come, though your sins be as scarlet, they will be white as snow.” We can come to Christmas season with a heart of 
gratefulness, a heart of openness.  In Ephesians 2:19-22, we read, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household.” Many of our families in the Middle East deal with 
names and identities of “refugee,” “a displaced person,” or “stranger” but with Jesus we each have a place with him. 
Our relationship with Jesus has “…been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself 
being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.”  Do you want to give the Lord Jesus a 
Christmas gift? After all he has blessed you with, why not take a moment this Christmas and thank him for all he has 
done and give him a place in your heart. Not only that, give him the center place in your life today!  May the Lord bless 
you this Christmas - John W. Cook, CEO (You can find this message by John Cook on Indigenous Ministries 
International’s Youtube channel translated into Arabic by Reda Khalil) 
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Meet Yasin from Zakho. He is one of our new kids in the program from just a 
few months. In the Christmas program we gave (this December), he heard the 
Jesus story and he now knows Jesus’ name. If he was not in our program, 
maybe he would not know about him. Now he will know when he is big, but we 
can see that God is working in his heart because of what he heard. 


All of this and many, many more things happen with the children in our program 
here in Iraq - God is working and he is doing miracles.  Thank you for praying 
for these children and supporting them. We could not work with them if you 
were not in their lives and our lives.  Shrukran ektir! (Thank you very much!)

Meet Joell. She fled from Sryia to N. Iraq with her family after 
all that ISIS did to them.  When she entered our program four 
years ago, she was very different in many ways. Along with 
her entire family, she was terrified. We took her in our 
program and we started a long journey with her. Now both 
she and her family know Jesus and we pray with her.  Not 
only that, we discipled her this summer with 12 lessons, 
and she really knows Jesus.  We trained her and made her 
a teacher for kids that are in the same situation as she was 
in. All of that is because of IM changing lives by her knowing 
our Lord of Lords, Jesus. We gave a chance for this girl after 
the devil tried to take her life from her, but Jesus gave it back!                                    

Meet Marcell, he is 11 years old.  This summer he joined with us in the program for 12 
lessons for discipleship, and that was a journey that changed his Life. You see, Marcell he 
is a refugee from Qarqosh (near Mosul), in 2014 because of ISIS, his parents are now 
going through a divorce that effects his emotions, not only that, when he was coming to 
the lessons, we saw that he was a subject of domestic violence. In the middle of 
everything he was going through, we could see that he was very smart and he learned 
from the Bible.  He memorized all the verses and in the end of the 12th lesson he said one 
day, “I want to be a pastor.” In the lesson when we ask if you want to pray with us to ask 
for the Holy Spirit to come to your heart he was the one that said I want the Holy Spirit 
come to my heart. So please continue pray for Marcell, he’s a boy with a dream; pray that 
God will work in his life more and he will become something very important in the world. 
Thank you! 

STORIES OF OUR CHILDREN
Below, we share heart touching stories of four of our children as told by our Ministry Team in N. Iraq.  
Each of these kids are in our Child Sponsorship Program in Kurdistan. After a fruitful but also very 
challenging year for our front line workers, we ask for their perspective on the investment into these 
children’s lives, and to share a few stories in their own words…

Meet Rojih, he is from Syria. This is his photo when he entered our program. We 
took him and start working in his life. Little by little, he started coming to Sunday 
school meetings. After that he started to be one of our youth group kids - this 
amazing boy that God put in the program now knows Jesus and his life has really 
changed after the 12 discipleship lessons this past summer. Now we see a different 
power in this boy and he is even one of our teachers for the kids working with 
our staff!  All of this is because he is in our Child Sponsorships Program here in Iraq 
and he feels loved, cared for and needed.   



15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax deductible 
as allowed under IRS regulations.  Donate online securely on 
our website or mail a check to the address above.

We use 82% of gifts for program expenses, 12% administrative 
and 7% fundraising per IMI’s 2021 990.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

    ______ Year End Greatest Need Fund        _____ SEA (Enguerra)
    ______ Yes! I’d like to sponsor a child @$39/mo    _____ Rapid Response
    ______ General Fund                         _____ Grace Bible College 
    

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Colorado, Kurdistan (4), Baghdad, 

Egypt (3) and India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Wayne Schieldt

Water Resource Solutions, LLC

Tony Stratton, Brigadier General
Pastor Ken Ford

Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant

BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation, 
Financial Consultant 
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IMI has Candid/GuideStar’s 
Gold Seal of Transparency

Prayer Requests

* Pray for the people of Ukraine; for the millions 
of new refugees; pray for peace

* Pray for the children and families who are 
hearing the gospel at IM’s Christmas 
presentations - some for the first time

* Praise God for the new Ministry Center in N. 
Iraq. During Nov, it has undergone deep 
cleaning, various repairs, the new window 
coverings are now installed and the security 
system will soon be in.  Preparations are 
underway to be used for the first time this 
month for a food distribution. Praise God!  

* Pray for our teams in Egypt; with two new 
areas of ministry in Cairo and Alexandria, as 
well as our work in Upper Nile, they are busy 
preparing outreaches during Christmas

* Pray that the full $150,000 urgent need would 
be met for the Year End Greatest Need Fund 

* GBC, India: We are facing a water challenge 
and are once again trucking water in which is 
expensive.  Pray for a resolution with the city. 

* With GBC’s accreditation fully secured, pray 
with us about starting a much-needed M.Div 
program at GBC which will entail capital 
funding for the next buildings as well as faculty.  

* Pray for God’s Word to be shared clearly and 
effectively through Indigenous Ministries 

 Here is my gift in the amount of $____________.  Please use it for: 

IS 2023 THE YEAR YOU EXPERIENCE JERUSALEM? 
10 Day Israel Tour With Craig Miller, IM Staff 

November 18-27, 2023
$4792.00 FROM DALLAS, TX $4892.00 FROM LOS ANGELES, CA $4892.00 FROM 

COLUMBUS, OH
For more info, email cmiller@indigenousministries.org

Credit Cards & Bank 
Acc’t  #s accepted 

Grace Bible College Christmas Celebrations 
India - With more than 350 in attendance, on December 11, GBC students performed a 
Christmas cantata composed by our own faculty member, Abhijeet Patil called, “A 
Humbled Savior.” The evening included a Christmas message by Principal Pramod 
Tantarpale and the formal presentation of GBC’s accreditation status to Principal 
Pramod (pictured below, center) and GBC board chairman Prenaykumar Nitnawarey 
(left) by Dr. Vishwas Padole (right), Ass’t Regional Secretary, Asia Theological 
Association, pictured below. The evening culminated with a dinner served outside under 
the stars around bonfires. Praise God for all He has done! 

Each month GBC faculty host a community Youth Meeting on campus with over 150 in 
attendance from various churches and groups. Each church group takes turns leading 
the evening praise and worship, then a message from the Word is shared and the 
evening continues with games and fellowship. What began a few years ago with a 
dozen has become a vibrant outreach of the college. Thank you for your continued 
prayers and financial support for this vital ministry as these students continue to learn 
and grow in their Biblical studies this year.

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

