
Iraq -  With 37 “military points” in north Iraq, Turkey’s presence in the area has been felt by locals with continued shelling in 
areas close to the border. In July 2022 a resort site near Zakho was shelled and 9 tourists killed. Although Ankara was 
blamed, Turkish officials denied any involvement. Either way, the people of this region continue to suffer - all peoples: Kurds, 
Turks, Syrians, Assyrians, Armenians, Yazidi’s to name a few.  Pick an ancient language, it’s likely being spoken in this area.

This month in Kurdistan has been full of many good things, as well as very difficult ones. The tragic death of missionary 
Stephen Troell on November 8 in Baghdad is a reminder that another area in this region is in a giant tug of war politically 
and spiritually. He was an English teacher with Millennium Relief and Development Services operating also in Kurdistan. Our 
love and prayers are with his wife, Jocelyn, and four children. His murder is unsettling and a huge loss for the majority of the 
people of Iraq who deplore this kind of extremism. It’s this stigma that mis-represents much of Iraq and her people.

Hope is hard to come by for many in the northern regions of Iraq. This last month Dee and I have had the privilege of sharing 
life together with those living very tough lives. We sat with a family living on the border of Turkey and Iraq who endure almost 
nightly shelling not too far from their home. They are all traumatized and yet have no place to go, so they continue on. 
Coping as best they can, they were hospitable and kind, and we noticed humor was one way the parents soothed their 
children. Their son (his picture is on page 2 with Dawood) is so proud to be in our Child Sponsorship Program and is doing 
quite well in math. They are so grateful for the ministry’s assistance. We also met with a woman who has been broken by 
life’s trauma; she is disabled, a mother of seven young children and just two years ago became a widow. They too hear the 
nearby shelling. We are assisting her through the local church and child sponsorships.  

We also sat with a Yazidi family who thanked us for the heating oil that we distributed in 
February this year through our Rapid Response Fund. The father made the 20 liters of 
fuel (just over 5 gallons) stretch for 40 days to keep his family warm. This made a very 
large impact in their family and helped them make it through a difficult winter. They are 
refugees from Shingal, with no home to return to, so they are doing the best they can in 
a massive UNHCR refugee camp that is rumored to be closing soon. There were many 
other families we sat with and listened as they shared their stories. Over and over we 
heard, “thank you for coming, for caring, for listening.” We are grateful for our sponsors 
and donors who entrust us with funds to assist these families in their struggles.  

I also the privilege of praying with Government officials who are dealing with thousands 
of transitory refugees and needing to focus government resources to stretch beyond its 

capability. Gratefulness overshadows each area that we share in this place of great need. We held food distributions, 
preached in churches, Dee held women’s meetings and launched our new Middle East Theological College.  A word of 
special thanks to Craig Miller for his teaching at METC. We pray for God's grace and blessing on this land and people.   
- John W. Cook, CEO 
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How Refugee Families Cope with Frequent Shelling

Greatest Need Year End Fundraiser
Over 255,248 were impacted in 2021 by Indigenous Ministries in the Middle East and India. 
As you look at the your Christmas and Year End “to dos” please consider a generous donation to the 
Indigenous Ministries Year End Fund. Would you help reach a goal of $150,000 and invest into the lives 
with us?  Our teams are trained, equipped and on the frontlines sharing Christ.  More on page 2 and 3.

One of IM’s food distribution this month
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Year End Greatest Need Fundraiser  
It may look like these two fundraisers above are criss-crossing each other but they 
are a perfect example of how we minister. We use Christmas as a special time of 
outreach because the background Christians love this season and it’s a perfect time 
to share the gospel in the Middle East. Each year the response is greater and our 
teams have big plans that this fund will enable us to move ahead with. 

Our Year End Greatest Need Fundraiser focuses on the deeper funded ministries 
that continue all year long in scope and impact. All of our funding comes from 
churches and individuals like you.  The financial needs are very real and frankly, 
urgent.  If you’re counting on the stock market or politics for a secure future, then 
you may be dealing with disappointment at this time. But if you are counting on 

investing into eternity with your money, I hope you’ll join me with a generous gift today. 

It’s only through the generosity of our donors that we can minister to the lost and the needy. Your 
gift to The Year End Greatest Need Fundraiser will help us reach more people with the hope and love 
of Christ.  But time is slipping by, and we want to seize every opportunity we can to share the love of 
Christ in India and the Middle East.  

Please consider a generous gift to help me raise the $150,000 needed for the Year End Greatest Need. I 
really do need your help today! 


If we had 20 people who would be willing to join me in giving a $1,000 donation, 10 giving $5,000 and 
six giving $10,000 we would see this watershed goal more than accomplished!  Would you be willing 
to be a partner? You can give online or use the form on page 4.  Thank you and may the Lord bless you. 
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How many people are touched by Indigenous Ministries? God has given many opportunities to serve his people and 
share the gospel; and we are responding to each one as the Lord provides and enables. We try to share clearly our 
needs and our plans; but also have the joy of sharing how many lives have been impacted for the Kingdom with the 
resources God provides through you. 

How can we determine our effectiveness? We measure ministry impact in several ways. First, in the number of 
individuals and families we serve, secondly the spiritual impact on these lives. Our teams in the Middle East and India 
keep detailed records of children, families, students and church members, etc. They fill out reports which we compile to 
determine the number of recipients we serve. For example, if a child is in our Child Sponsorship Program and he 
belongs to a family, each one in the family is also impacted through the food provisions, visits, meetings, Bible studies 
discipleship, education and vocational training, so we count the entire family as “recipients.” 

Next, we look at “Touchpoints,” the number of times Indigenous 
Ministries impacts a group or groups of people which would include, 
for example, people watching a church service on Facebook, 
guests in a church, Christmas and Easter events in a community, 
evangelistic outreaches into communities or villages by our teams 
and churches. We multiply these out in a year’s time to compile  
annual touchpoint numbers in the different areas we work in.  Some 
of these people will overlap in two areas with the Touchpoint 
Contacts.   

The spiritual impact is also measured, but not regularly reported in 
our general communications. (conversions, church plants, etc.) Due 
to the very restrictive areas Indigenous Ministries works in and the 
often dangerous consequences of faith choices, we are usually 
unable to share details. 

Praise God with us and rejoice at the lives touched with love, 
compassion and the gospel!  If you are a prayer partner with us, if 
you have donated to Indigenous Ministries, you are part of reaching 
these lives Jesus died for, and we know God will bless you 
accordingly! Our teams and pastors are on the frontlines ministering 
each and every week faithfully and we thank the Lord for each and 
every one.   

As you look at this, would you join us in 2023 in making an even 
bigger impact for Christ in the Middle East and India?  There are 
several ways to do this:   

 Pray for Indigenous Ministries: Your prayers are vital and we 
depend on them daily.  You can find our monthly prayer requests in 
this newsletter which is also published on our website: 
indigenousministries.org.   

 Give to Indigenous Ministries: Join us in investing for eternity. 
Consider a gift to our Year End Fund.  Are you planning your 
estate? Consider Indigenous Ministries in your will.  Do you have a 
family foundation or are you connected with a grant-giving 
organization with like-minded goals? Would you connect us?  

 Volunteer with Indigenous Ministries:  Join our team! Help 
out in our office, be an Indigenous Ministries Ambassador, and in 
2023 watch for opportunities to travel and minister with us 
overseas.  

INDIGENOUS MINISTRIES 2021:

Middle East Child Sponsorship Program:  
20,750 Recipients, 72,353 Touchpoints

Global Church Planting Initiative: 
22,210 Recipients, 147,588 Touchpoints

Grace Bible College, India:  
263 Recipients, 35,307 Touchpoints

Total: 255,248 lives touched through IM

Indigenous Ministries 2021 Impact in Numbers 

Dawood, IM team member in NW Iraq with one of our 
newest (and very shy) children we’re excited to 
welcome! He and his family are refugees from ISIS 
and like so many other have no home left to return to. 

http://indigenousministries.org


15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax deductible 
as allowed under IRS regulations.  Donate online securely on 
our website or mail a check to the address above.

We use 82% of gifts for program expenses, 12% administrative 
and 7% fundraising per IMI’s 2020 990.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

 
    ______ Yes! I’d like to sponsor a child @$39/month
    ______ Pastor Jim Cook Memorial Fund 
 

General Fund _____
Grace Bible College _____

Rapid Response  _____ 
 SEA Resty & Mel Enguerra _____

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Colorado, Kurdistan, Baghdad, Egypt 

and India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Wayne Schieldt

Water Resource Solutions, LLC

Tony Stratton, Brigadier General
Pastor Ken Ford

Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant

BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation, 
Financial Consultant 
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IMI has Candid/GuideStar’s 
Gold Seal of Transparency

Prayer Requests

* Pray for the people of Ukraine; for the millions 
of new refugees throughout Europe from 
Ukraine; pray for peace

* Thank you for praying for the launch of our new 
Middle East Theological College this month! 
We will be sharing more about this soon!

* Pray for several new Believers who have 
trusted Christ from the majority religion  

* Pray for an unspoken prayer request for a 
pastor in the Middle East

* Thank you for praying for John and Dee Cook 
and Craig Miller ministering in Egypt and Iraq in 
Oct and Nov - you were part of God answering 
prayers in so many special ways

* Pray for financial needs of the ministry; 
specifically that the entire $150,000 for the Year 
End Greatest Need Fundraiser be raised

* Pray for an unspoken need in central India 
* Pray for new child sponsors for the children 

waiting for their sponsors in Iraq and Egypt
* Pray for a number of Syrian refugees in our 

Child Sponsorship Program who have been 
given their visas to Australia.  We will miss the 
children but rejoice with them! 

* Pray for God’s Word to be shared clearly and 
effectively through Indigenous Ministries 

 Here is my gift in the amount of $____________.  Please use it for: 
______ Greatest Need Year End Fund 
______ Christmas for the Children in the Middle East

Sitting on the cement floor of a refugee's 
temporary shelter that has been their home for five 
years is a challenging experience all the way around. 
But hearing two brothers share their faith in Christ, 
their joy in the midst of hardship and persecution, and 
their confidence in the Lord's grace and provision is 
beyond a blessing. 


I met Rashid* and Abdul* (not their real names) the first day they came to attend the first 
class for Indigenous Ministries new Middle East Theological College in Iraq (more about 
that in an upcoming Liaison). They were not just faithful students, they were enthusiastic. 
Rashid’s limited education and reading skills did not keep this oral learner from taking 
everything in. The brothers attended both classes, and asked us to visit their home in a 
refugee camp. I’m so glad we did.


These two brothers, along with two others, came to Christ out of the majority religion, 
one by one. They have lived in a refugee camp for five years; their homes were taken by 
ISIS and then destroyed as coalition forces were retaking their city. They have nothing to 
go back to but rubble, and the government is closing their camp at the end of the year. 
You would think their attitudes would be as bleak as their prospects. But I have never 
seen more joy in the Lord than I did in their home. These men are reaching out to their 
neighbors, sharing resources that are scarce because “it is what Jesus would do.” They 
tell of persecution, a son being attacked, left for dead, and raised up through prayer. 


Their neighbors don’t sympathize with their faith, but come to them for prayer because 
they see that Jesus answers them. They’ve lost homes, lost jobs because of their faith, 
and have no money to find a new place here. And yet they know the Lord will provide as 
he has over these past few years. Sitting on a floor with offered sweets and drinks, I 
couldn’t help thinking how their faith and joy was so powerful in the midst of such 
difficulty. Teaching these two men and their classmates has been as great a privilege as I 
could imagine in ministry. - Craig Miller

IS 2023 THE YEAR YOU EXPERIENCE JERUSALEM? 
10 Day Israel Tour With Craig Miller, IM Staff 

November 18-27, 2023
$4792.00 FROM DALLAS, TX $4892.00 FROM LOS ANGELES, CA $4892.00 FROM 

COLUMBUS, OH
For more info, email cmiller@indigenousministries.org

A UNHCR refugee camp in Kurdistan, Iraq

Credit Cards & Bank 
Acc’t  #s accepted 

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

