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What a joy to be back at Grace Bible College, in Central India and to interact with the students and staff. It is always a precious reunion 
of ministry family as we celebrate the goodness of our Lord and the fellowship of ministry together.  Our time together was spent talking 
with our students, listening to their hearts for ministry and seeing the Lord carry burdens that have been on their hearts. Several of our 
first year Bth students have fathers who are not well and there is a danger of the family not being able to sustain their livelihood because 
their son is studying, and decisions, tough decisions, are being made which mean these students will go home before their education is 
completed to take care of the family. 


There is such a passion to serve the Lord among these students and to reach their country for Christ. This is exactly what Paul’s appeal 
to Timothy was all about in 2 Tim 2:1-2; "You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard 
me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others." If a person cannot go, 
then we need to raise up those who would be able to stand in our place. This is what goal of the sponsorship of a Bible College student 
is all about. This is the reason and the passion of Indigenous Ministries, and those who are committed to support their Bible College 
student, and we have seen God bring successes in raising up godly men and women to deeply impact their society for Christ.  Thank 
you so much to our sponsors and financial donors. 


Dee and I arrived at GBC a week before Pastor Craig Miller arrived and I spent that week teaching three hours a day. Pastor Craig’s and 
my aim was to uncover expository systematic teaching of the Word of God. As he shared, "I lectured on expository preaching and then 
did a series of expositions as examples. I asked the students to analyze my sermons to see if they could recognize the principles I was 
teaching." I enjoyed Craig sharing the meaning of Expository Preaching, taken from the word’s meaning, expose, or, “to expose." Pastor 
Craig did such a wonderful job of analogy that was clearly brought out when he shared when Ezra opened the book (Cont’d on page 4)  

GBC GRADUATION 2023

On February 28, 2023, GBC held its 19th graduation ceremony on the beautiful 2 acre campus. With over 250 in attendance,19 young 
people were graduated, with seven receiving their B.th, Bachelor in Theology and the 12 receiving Certificate in Theology.  A special 
thanks to our sponsors, prayer partners and donors who make this possible. All evening, every speaker, each one who uttered a prayer, 
each student, all gave God the glory and praise for the achievements and accomplishments. Most of these students are orphans or half-
orphans and without GBC wouldn’t have the ability to follow their dream of this kind of preparation for full time ministry.  

GBC Winter Teaching Module 2023 



March 2023                                                                                                                             Page 2 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Up and Running: New IM Ministry Center in Iraq

EARTHQUAKES STRIKES FAMILIES OF 
CHILDREN IN OUR SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM IN SYRIA

   Early morning February 6, a massive 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit followed by multiple aftershocks 
waking many, including Dee and myself in N. Iraq. A few hours later we were in the  office kitchen with our 
staff when the second massive quake hit. We were surprised to learn they were so far away because of the 
strength and duration of the quakes. Thankfully all our teams are fine, as are we, however, reports from 
Turkey and Syria are not good and the death toll rises.  
    Many have expressed concern for families of the Syrian refugees in our Child Sponsorship Program in 
Iraq. These pictures were submitted by our Syrian refugees taken by their families back in Syria of their 
homes and communities. Indigenous Ministries is responding to help these families and others through our 
Rapid Response Fund with relief aid. So far, $79,354 has come in for this effort and we are partnering with 
local, Syrian pastors to bring relief, food and water.  Thank you on behalf of those in need. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
To donate to the Rapid Response Fund, use the form on page 4 or visit the website, 
www.indigenousministries.org on the right side you will see a place to donate. Please give as 
generous a gift as you can; the need is so very great. Thank you to those who have already 
given so generously. God bless you.  - John W. Cook, CEO

N. Iraq - So many of you have been praying for the Ministry Center since we took a step of faith to launch it 
in October. What a success it has already been, and it’s at 80% completion.  Last month Dee and I were 
there for our food distribution to our families who expressed such joy and appreciation for a place for them 
to pray, to hear the Word and be mutually encouraged with each others' faith. They were so pleased to be in 
the Center, and on that day, we were all thankful for the heaters and a place to be out of the cold. 
Previously, we often were outside. 


Later this month, I will be back in Iraq for the March Middle East Theological College Module taught by 
Craig Miller and Pastor Ara Badalian from Baghdad.  We’re very excited for this next session.  


I’m also meeting with the fathers of our children and will have to divide our men into two groups to 
accommodate a BBQ - yes, we have a charcoal BBQ. Everyone is very much looking forward to that! The 
Center provides a special place to share the Word them in a secure setting, and a place to bring that sense 
of camaraderie that is so needed to support them through difficulties. 


The Ministry Center has already been the location for leadership training for nine of our refugee young 
people - now student leaders for our growing youth group from the Child Sponsorships - see page 3 for 
more.  The training is in serving, leading worship, and ministry. 


Earlier this month, Awana Ministry in Iraq used our center for training sessions for our students led by our 
own Nora, whose husband is Pastor Ara, of our Baghdad partnering church.  This is because you prayed 
and you gave.  Praise God!  


METC March Module: 

New Testament Survey 

Bible Interpretation 

Instruction is in Arabic, from 
both native speakers and 
interpretation. Classes will be 
held in Indigenous Ministries’ 
Ministry Center, Kurdistan, for 
the first time this month. 

Beautiful International Women’s Conference in India 
On a beautiful warm day in Central India this month, we held another Beautiful Conference with 140 in attendance from 15 local churches, as well as a 
number of seekers!  My theme and messages were “What is Your Heart Thirsty For?” from John 4 - Jesus and the Woman at the Well. I am so grateful 
for Grace who translated, and the sweet fellowship together!  Of course, we had a craft…making a beautiful tea candle light holder.  Would you pray for 
this vital ministry to women in India and the Middle East?  In 2023, Lord willing, I look forward to enlarging the impact of Beautiful.  - Dee A. Cook, Director

http://www.indigenousministries.org
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Sponsor 
one of our 
Children! 

$39/month
 

Ready to sponsor a 
c h i l d i n 2 0 2 3 ?  
Meet two darling 
groups of siblings! 

1. Choose your 
child or children 
y o u w a n t t o 
sponsor.                                             
2. Take a pic with 
your phone of the 
QR code, above. It 
will take you to our 
website and you 
c a n c o m p l e t e 
set t ing up your 
sponsorship there.             
 
You can also call 
our office, or mail 
the form on page 4.   
W h e n y o u s e e 
“EGC” it means 
this child is from 
Ca i ro and is a 
Sudanese refugee.  
EGA means this 
c h i l d i s f r o m 
Alexandria, Egypt.  

Sponsor today by 
using the QR code, 
or going directly to  
o u r w e b s i t e 
www.indigenousmi
n i s t r i e s .o rg , o r 
calling our office!  

“Lord, make me an 
instrument of your 
peace…”

Brother & 
Sister 

Brothers 

Restoring Lives, Building Influencers, Building 
Churches; This is what we want for our Child 
Sponsorship Program and Church planting.  On the 
right, you’re looking at some of the fruit of Child 
Sponsorships!  These are nine of our young people 
who’ve grown up in our Child Sponsorship program 
and have grown into tremendous young people. 
Because of your prayers and support with your 
monthly giving, you have invested into the lives of 
young people the needed your touch from the Lord.


A post-war zone presents unique challenges with youth who have an odd view of the world with access 
to the internet, are partially educated (many quit school after 6th, 9th or 10th grade without 
encouragement and school supplies), but most lack education and training for a real chance at a future. 
These youth want purpose, and are eager to learn.  Most of our boys have been approached multiple 
times by militant groups offering many “goodies.”  That’s one of the ways our Ministry Center can help, 
giving us more opportunities to engage these amazing kids. 


Discipleship and leadership training brings purpose and formations to future leaders. Our IM team is 
working to prepare these new leaders to teach the 9 week Summer 2023 Ministry starting in June to 
children in the Sponsorship Program - and they’re excited! Your monthly investment into the lives of 
these precious children is bearing fruit, and as the scripture says, "Fruit that will last." Thank you. 

Youth Training

Sponsor a Child



15455 Gleneagle Dr, Suite 130
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
www.IndigenousMinistries.org

719.302.3028

Indigenous Ministries is a 501©(3), all gifts are tax deductible 
as allowed under IRS regulations.  Donate online securely on 
our website or mail a check to the address above.

We use 82% of gifts for program expenses, 12% 
administrative and 7% fundraising per IMI’s 2022 990.

Response Card
Name ________________________________________________  
Email_________________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
City ________________________State ______ Zip ___________  
Phone ________________________________________________ 

Donate securely online at www.IndigenousMinistries.org or mail your check to:               
15455 Gleneagle Dr, Ste. 130, Colorado Springs, CO  80921  

                            You can also call 719.302.3028 with your credit card information 

    ______ Yes! I’d like to sponsor a child @$39/mo  _____ Grace Bible College
    ______ Rapid Response (earthquake aid)      _____ SEA (Enguerra)
    ______ General Fund _____ Other ______________________                       
    ______ 1 x year tax receipt only ______ Yes, send me email monthly receipts
Important: In order to help save resources, all receipts will be emailed out once a month - pls provide your email. To opt 
out of monthly receipts to receive only the year end tax receipt which is mailed in January each year - please check the 
line above.  Contact the office if you don’t use an email or have questions. Thank you! 

Please check the area below you would like to support:

   Offices in: 
Colorado USA, Kurdistan (4), 
Baghdad, Egypt (3) and India

Indigenous Ministries Board
Wayne Schieldt

Water Resource Solutions, LLC

Tony Stratton, Brigadier General
Pastor Ken Ford

Senior Pastor, Alton Bible Church

Caleb Magnuson
Compliance Specialist, MFMS

Finance
Clay Glassford, Accountant

BiggsKofford, Tax Preparation, 
Financial Consultant 
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IMI has Candid/GuideStar’s 
Gold Seal of Transparency

Prayer Requests

* Pray for the people of Ukraine; for the millions 
of new refugees; pray for peace

* Pray for the families affected by the 
earthquakes in Turkey on February 6. 
Indigenous Ministries is engaged in relief work 
through our partner national pastors in Syria. To 
donate, see the form below or donate online.  

* Pray for John Cook and Craig Miller who will be 
back in Iraq for the March Module (the 2nd) of 
our Middle East Theological College.  Pray for 
the students, professors, no disruptions and 
safety for all

* Pray for our teams in Egypt; Alexandria, Cairo, 
Minya area as they minister to the children in 
our Child Sponsorship Program

* Pray for our pastors in the Middle East
* Pray for the students at Grace Bible College as 

they complete their studies and practical 
ministry in April. We hold graduation early in 
February because of the weather and the 
students return to classes until the end of 
March and then spend April in various areas 
engaged in practical evangelistic ministries

* Pray for next steps for the GBC campus 
development with much-needed buildings

* Pray for an unspoken request regarding an 
open door for ministry in India with children

* Pray for God’s Word to be shared clearly and 
effectively through Indigenous Ministries

 Here is my gift in the amount of $____________.  Please use it for: 

IS 2023 THE YEAR YOU EXPERIENCE JERUSALEM? 
10 Day Israel Tour With Craig Miller, IM Staff 

November 18-27, 2023
$4792.00 FROM DALLAS, TX $4892.00 FROM LOS ANGELES, CA 

$4892.00 FROM COLUMBUS, OH
For more info, email cmiller@indigenousministries.org

Credit Cards & Bank 
Acc’t  #s accepted 

(from page 1) in Nehemiah 8:8, "So they read from the Book of the 
Law of God, explaining it and giving insight, so that the people could 
understand what was being read.…"  The purpose of expository 
preaching is found in this verse. They explained, They gave insight, 
and the people understood. I am so thankful for Craig and the 
partnership that we enjoy. Each day the students would gather around 
him and I would say "cut their teeth" on the concepts that they were 
having exemplified for them in the teaching. 


I took the two weeks to teach on two subjects, first, "The Preparation 
for a Godly Life." It was an in-depth study on Romans chapter 6, 7, 
and 8. Verse by verse doctrine by doctrine understanding the Biblical 
outline of salvation, redemption, discipleship and the Lord redeeming 
his child. I also taught Chapel each day on the Book of Ephesians. It 
was wonderful to open up in verse by verse fashion teaching through 
the Epistle. It was such a joy to to hear the glowing heartfelt 
responses especially as we got to Romans 8:1-2 "Therefore, there is 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you 

free from the law of sin and death. 
By the time we were finished with 
the class, the students had 
memorized Romans 8:1-4. One of 
our GBC professors who is teaching 
Romans this semester shared what an inspiration and motivational 
time that was. It was a joy to challenge the thinking of especially our 
first year students who are growing in their life and wisdom in the 
Word of God. In India and the majority of preaching globally is simply 
topical, but as Ezra set the stage in opening the Book of the Law, he 
set the stage for understanding and wisdom. It was an honor to serve 
together with Pastor Craig serving the students in this Winter 
Teaching Module 2023.  - John W. Cook, CEO 

GBC faculty, Ashish and his wife, Shraddha and 
their daughter, Anamira. We’re so thankful for our 
Principal Pramod Tantarpale, Academic Dean, 
Sanjay Satyawan the rest of the dedicated GBC 
faculty and staff.  Please keep them all in your 
prayers. 

GBC men leading the singing on Sunday 
morning in church.  Because of their practical 
ministries they engage in each week in villages, 
hospitals and churches, the students gain a 
confidence in sharing their faith with Muislims, 
Hindus and Buddhists, as well as helping 
Believers grow in their faith.  

http://www.IndigenousMinistries.org

